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EDITORIAL 


THE HOLY YEAR AND SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE 


the twenty-fifth that has been observed, the first one being proclaimed 


Pope Boniface VIII 1300. Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, his bull 
Maximum, dated the Feast the Ascension our Lord, May 26, 
1949, points out the essential meaning the Holy Year: great Jubilee, which 
will celebrated this beloved city during the coming year, has its special pur- 
pose summon all the faithful not only expiate their faults and amend their lives, 
but also lead them acquire virtues and holiness....” The end, therefore, 
intrinsically religious, offering the whole Christian world opportunity for spiritual 
regeneration. Just throughout the liturgical year great feasts occur from time 
time laden with special blessings, the course centuries, certain years are set 
aside periods extraordinary graces. 


All roads lead Rome this year, from every country the world come throngs 
pilgrims the Holy City where dwells Christ’s representative earth. Not 
pleasure-seeking tourists they come, but humble penitents, hoping obtain par- 
don for their sins and remission the punishment due them, more perfect love 
God here, and pledge eternal happiness hereafter. 


The bull for the proclamation the Jubilee usually reflects the atmosphere 
the times which written. This year, more than anything else, the need for 
union charity stressed. Among the intentions recommended our prayers the 
Holy Father are social peace and harmony families, countries, and the community 
nations; sufficient remuneration for workers; return their fatherland prisoners, 
and homeless exiles; increase charity those possessing wealth; the 
tranquillity order the Holy Places Palestine; general, restoration Christian 
principles which will insure effective justice, with respect for legitimate freedoms. 


The Holy Year began Christmas eve, 1949, when the Holy Door St. Peter’s 
Basilica was opened with three strokes the hammer. This traditional act and 
asymbolic rite, inviting all enter into the house God through the Door which 
Christ. There are many who cannot Rome, but all the faithful, clergy, religious, 
and lay, can accept this invitation make spiritual pilgrimage. United the 
Mystical Body, without distinction race, nationality, social condition, they join 
the Holy Father offering that inspired prayer which himself composed: 
mighty and eternal God,... may the Holy Year for all year purification and 
sanctification, interior life and reparation, the year the great return and the 
great pardon.” 


Sister Ferome Keeler, 


WHO AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Rev. Theodore Leuterman, O.S.B., Socius Clerics and Professor Dogma 
and Scripture St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Kansas. gives 
account Sant’ Anselmo the Aventine, Rome, where received the degree Doctor 
Sacred Theology 1941. 

Mother Domitilla Hotop, O.S.B., professed choir nun St. Walburga Abbey, 
Bavaria, now stationed Holy Cross Abbey, Canon City, Colorado, 
where she superior the Sisters engaged the domestic work the Abbey. 

Rev. Kenneth Spurlock, pastor Holy Name Church, Kansas City, Kansas, 


graduate St. Benedict’s College and the North American College, Rome, Italy, 
Elizabeth Nugent, author and critic, records her impressions Downside Abbey Abt 
which she visited last summer tour England. She Associate Professor inst 
English Seton Hall University, South Orange, New Jersey. lege 
Congressman Eugene McCarthy, Representative from Minnesota, formerly 
taught sociology and economics St. John’s College, Collegeville, Minnesota, where 
came under the influence Dom Virgil Michel, and the College St. Thomas, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. may 
Emil Frei, president the Emil Frei Inc., St. Louis, Missouri, specialist 
stained class and mosaics. studied the School Fine Arts Washington Universi- Sant 
ty, St. Louis, and the Kunstgewerbeschule, Munich. (3) 
Rev. Michael Jankowski, monk Holy Cross Abbey, Canon City, 
Colorado, and member the faculty the Abbey School. also incumbent 
chairman the Fine Arts section the American Benedictine Academy. 
Sister Bernarda Ostronic, Supervisor Schools for the Benedictine Sisters 
Pittsburgh, actively engaged various diocesan educational projects. She holds 
master’s degree education from Duquesne University. 
Sister Social Service stationed Los Angeles, California, writes concerning 
the work modern religious community which draws inspiration from the Rule 
St. Benedict and through its spirit strives influence the laity. the 
Marie Von Driska, whose interests are journalism and sociology, graduate 
Mundelein College and Loyola University, Chicago, where she received master’s 
degree Social Administration. During the past two years she taught the House 
the Good Shepherd, Chicago. 
Rev. Gilbert Wolters, Dean Studies and Professor Sociology 
St. Benedict’s College, Atchison, Kansas. holds doctor’s degree from the Catholic 
University America. 
Rev. Giles Zamarella, O.S.B., professed monk the Abbey Praglia, Padua, Bened 
Italy, visiting professor Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri, where teaches The 
philosophy and art. received doctor’s degree from the International Pontifical the 
Rev. Mark Foley, O.S.B., librarian Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri. 
holds master’s degree library science from the University Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 
Rev. Florian Demmer, O.S.B., Master Novices St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, 
Kansas, earnest student church history and especially Benedictine history 
and traditions. 
All other contributors are members the community Mount St. Scholastica, 
Atchison, 
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Sant’ Anselmo the Aventine 


ANY Benedictines accept the Inter- 
national Benedictine College 
Sant’ Anselmo rather casually. They fail 
realize that less than sixty years ago 
was more than fond hope. 
Abbot O’Gorman, for instance, who was 
instrumental founding the present col- 
lege, was forced write 1887 almost 
despairingly, help Sant’ Anselmo.” 


The history the college, however, 
may conveniently divided into three 
epochs: (1) Immediate preparation, (2) 
Anselmo from 1687 1836, 
(3) Sant’ Anselmo after 1836.! 


IMMEDIATE PREPARATION 


During the sixteenth century many 
Benedictine abbeys existed individual 
units lacking juridical unity. The Coun- 
cil Trent, employing the threat re- 
moving the privileges exemption, urged 
the abbeys form congregations. 

this reorganization progressed, great- 
was given the theological 
philosophical curricula. The first 
attempt establish house studies 
Rome itself was made Abbot Con- 
Gaetani who hoped prepare 
Benedictines for apostolic work those 


The history Anselmo, particularly 
the period after 1836, closely interwoven 
with the events leading the confederation 
Black Benedictines. Although this article 
attempt made evaluate the causal re- 
between these two events, certain 
phases must mentioned. 

For the history Sant’ Anselmo 1810 
Leccisotti, Collegio Anselmo 
Benedictina (Roma) Anno III, Fasc. I-II, pp. 
article including many de- 
concerning the personnel the college 
value estimating the influence 
Anselmo its early stages. 


parts Europe devastated heresy. 
May 18, 1621, Pope Gregory is- 
sued the papal brief Nostri 
establishing the college which was 
known the Gregorianum? honor 
St. Gregory the Great. The site chosen 
was that St. Benedict Piscinula 
where, according tradition, St. Bene- 
dict lived while studying Rome. 


According Gaetani’s plans the Gre- 
gorianum was serve both house 
for all Benedictines and residence 
for those Benedictines who were Rome 
Official business. appeals 
the European abbots assist him this 
venture were futile. Some were 
ing their own houses studies; others 
thought the trip Rome was fraught 
with dangers for young monks; others 
simply gave vague responses promising 
consider the matter future date. 
Under such conditions the college was 
doomed failure. 


After the death Gaetani 1650, 
Abbot Wilfrid Selby the English Con- 
gregation was chosen Abbot President 


Cf. also Raphael Molitor, O.S.B., Aus der 
Rechtsgeschichte 
Band and Band, Aschendorffsche Verlagsbuch- 
handlung. Miinster Wesf. 1932, 1933. Abbot 
Molitor had access many private archives. 
far have been able ascertain, the Aus 
der Rechtsgeschichte benediktinischer 
the most complete study this particular field. 
Practically all the material for this article has 
been borrowed from article and the 
volumes Molitor. 

Ziegelbauer O.S.B., Historiae rei 
Augsburg, 1754 acknowledged primary 
source both Molitor and Leccisotti. 


Although similar name, the Gregorianum 
here mentioned distinct from the 
Gregorianum conducted the Society Jesus. 
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the college. 1658 the English Con- 
sponsibility for the Gregorianum which 
remained existence until 1908, when 
was absorbed the present inter- 
national college. 

The Cassinese the meantime were 
not idle. early 1580 certain 
monasteries were designated houses 
study. The General Chapter 1632 
decreed that each the eight provinces 
must send and maintain one outstanding 
student the house Perugia where 
the future professors philosophy and 
theology were receive their formal edu- 
cation. When necessary, members 
other Orders even lay persons were 
employed professors. 

The cleric’s record student de- 
termined large extent his future 
status the monastery. The Cassinese 
General Chapter 1644, for example, 
determined that one could chosen 
Dean the monastery nisi prius 
Theolgia, vel Sacris Canonibus, consu- 
etos cursus, sine interruptione peregerit, 
earumque facultatum 
siones laudabiliter, sustinuerit, habita 
his omnibus scriptis iuramento 
firmata iis lectoribus praelatis, apud 
quos praedictis facultatibus insudaverit, 
attestatione capitulo generali appro- 
banda.” 

1678 Pope Innocent suggested 
the Cardinal Protector the Cassinese, 
Francesco Barberini, that the Benedic- 
tines establish college the monastery 
St. Paul Outside the re- 
sult, the General Chapter held that year 
determined that the monastery St. 
Paul constituted gymnasium 
quo instruantur monachi philosophia 
sacra theologia.” And they added: 
qualibet praefatae congregationis 


the remainder this paper the monastery 
St. Paul will refer St. Paul Outside the Walls. 
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provincia eligatur alumnus, qui possit 
rite recte proficere, vinea Benedictj 
flores ferat benedictionis qui sint fructus 
honoris honestatis.” This decree was 
the immediate forerunner the bull 
Inscrutabili establishing the college 
Sant’ Anselmo nine years later. 


Sant’ ANSELMO FROM 1687 1836 


The Spanish Benedictine schools 
philosophy and theology 
teaching the doctrine St. Anselm 
Canterbury. This influence gradually 
manifested itself the Cassinese schools, 
especially those Perugia under Alexan- 
der Lello de’ Vignati and St. Nicholas 
Sicily under Felice Roma. 

Alexander Lello de’ Vignati urged that 
the doctrine St. Anselm become the 
official teaching the Collegio Romano 
which had been recently established. 
the same time Andrea Adeodate (also 
called Deodato) was named procurator 
general, position which included the 
financial responsibilities the recently 
founded college. Pope Innocent 
manifested lively interest the new 
foundation and was very sympathetic 
Andrea Adeodate. 

The Cassinese General Chapter 1687 
was scheduled meet April 24. Less 
than month earlier, March 27, Pope In- 
nocent issued the bull 
changing the Collegio Romano that 
Anselmo. The papal action 
changed the character the entire insti- 
tution, although this fact was not im- 
mediately evident. The Pope, the abbas 
abbatum, had spoken. The course was 
determined. The task the abbots was 
solely one fulfilling the papal decrees. 

During the school year the students re- 
sided St. Paul and during the summer 
vacation the monastery St. Callis- 
tus Rome. The Cassinese Congrega- 
tion was obliged provide minimum 
ten students, although additional stu- 
dents could admitted. Lest there 
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any quibbling about support, the Pope 
provided that “Quae eiusmodi col- 
legii, eiusque collegialium lectorum 
sustentationem manutentionem neces- 
saria sunt, sufficienter provisum 
Evidently Adeodato’s pleas had not been 
vain. 

The professors were selected with great 
care. Besides having fulfilled the posi- 
tion Dean one the monasteries 
each professor had have seven years 
teaching experience and the approval 
the General Chapter. Both philosophy 
and theology were taught according 
the principles St. Anselm, and any 
professor departing from this norm was 
subject grave punishment. 

The strenuous efforts the Cassinese 
show their appreciation for the papal 
action produced results which exceeded 
the fondest expectations. The students 
upon completion the course studies 
proved themselves worthy and capable 
positions their various 
monasteries. Many were chosen abbots 
and not few were raised the epis- 
copate. 

Through the influence these same 
students the standards the preparatory 
studies the various monasteries were 
appreciably. Perhaps the most 
beneficial results were the pride which 
the Cassinese took their college Sant’ 
Anselmo and the traditions which gradu- 
ally developed. Within comparatively 
short time the reputation the college 
became sufficiently known the other 
side the Alps encourage the abbots 
Germany and Austria send their 
most promising students Rome. 

After century phenomenal success 
the political events the eighteenth cen- 
tury and the early nineteenth century 
impeded the progress the college. After 
1800 hope for the survival the college 
tested almost entirely alumnus, 
Gregory Barnabas Chiaramonti, now 
Pope Pius VII. But even the efforts 


Pope Pius VII were little avail. 
Political events rendered the continuation 
the college almost impossible. The 
final blow came the form cholera 
epidemic which ravaged Rome 1837. 
The doors the Collegio Sant’ An- 
selmo were remain closed, except for 
brief interval, for half century and 
when they were reopened the college 
would longer St. Paul’s. 


ANSELMO AFTER 1836 


The importance the original Sant’ 
Anselmo became manifest during the try- 
ing decades the nineteenth century. 
The traditions which the college inaugu- 
rated and sustained contributed greatly 
the revival Benedictinism Italy. 
Since proper evaluation this role 
beyond the scope the present paper, 
mere mention must suffice. The im- 
mediate objective this final section, 
however, trace the more important 
events which led the reopening Sant’ 
Anselmo the Aventine. 

Within two decades after Sant’ An- 
selmo had been closed, Simplicio Pappa- 
lettere, Abbot St. Paul’s, 1853 urged, 
circular letter addressed the Bene- 
dictine abbots, the reopening the col- 
lege. Although the response was almost 
negligible, the Abbot’s letter was im- 
portance because with the idea in- 
ternational college was joined the concept 
federation Benedictine abbeys. 
Pappalettere was man vision, but 
that time monasteries were recovering 
from the onslaught secularism and 
Josephinism. Decades later, however, 
many Pappalettere’s ideas were adopt- 
ed. 

The Cassinese General Chapter 1858 
included the reopening Sant’ Anselmo 
its deliberations, but not the sense 
strictly international college. The 
Chapter, however, specified that efforts 
should made attract Benedictines 
from other countries. 
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During this same period monk 
Subiaco, Pier Francesco Casaretto, who 
was instrumental establishing the 
Benedictine Congregation the Primi- 
tive Observance, promoted the idea 
international college which would train 
Benedictines primarily for missionary 
labors. This was partially realized the 
establishment international clericate 
the monastery St. Ambrose Rome. 
But the scope the work was limited 
insofar the students attended the 
and the enrollment was 
limited those monasteries with the 
Subiaco reform. 

Although the Austrian Benedictines 
had immediate plans for inter- 
national college, their reorganization dur- 
ing the period 1840-1870 eventually con- 
tributed the establishment Sant’ 
Anselmo. 1843 Cardinal Schwarzen- 
berg was commissioned the Holy See 
conduct visitation the Austrian 
Benedictine abbeys. Because various 
difficulties the visitation was not com- 
pleted until 1858. the meantime the 
Austrian Abbots, who were practically 
independent one another, discussed the 
possibility uniting form congrega- 
tion. While many abbots were favor 
the plan, and the recent establishment 
the neighboring Bavarian Congrega- 
tion served model, fear centraliza- 
tion and misunderstanding obstructed 
any immediate action. The work, how- 
ever, bore fruit insofar brought the 
abbots together for conferences and forced 
upon them the realization that some sort 
union was necessary the Order was 
prosper. 

That the interest the Holy See was 
not lagging evident from the action 
Pope Pius IX. September 1867, 
the Pope commissioned Leopold Zelli, 
Abbot St. Paul’s, reopen the college. 
October the same year Zelli 


The university conducted the Society 
Jesus. 


Page Eight 


wrote circular letter the abbots 
forming them the Pope’s wishes and 
succeeded obtaining eight students for 
the school year 1868. The abbeys 
Lambach and Salzburg sent several stu- 
dents during the following year, but the 
political events 1870 rendered further 
continuance the college impossible. 

What really aroused the abbots, how- 
ever, was Pope Pius proclamation 
for General Council issued July 29, 
1868. Since the Benedictines were 
poorly organized speculation arose 
the status the abbots the Council. 
Would they have part the proceed- 
ings? Would the Fathers the Council 
realize that the Benedictines because 
their Rule should not centralized? 
Would the Pope appoint General for 
all Benedictines? 

Different groups abbots met dis- 
cuss the matter. Abbot Bede Vaughan 
the English Congregation suggested 
that the abbots meet Rome prior 
the General Council. Greater attention 
was given the recommendations which 
Abbot Zelli had previously made. Al- 
though the abrupt termination the 
Council staved off any immediate action, 
the Benedictines realized more fully the 
precariousness their status. 

The final stage for the confederation 
Benedictines and the international college 
was now set. And was American, 
Archabbot Boniface Wimmer St. Vin- 
cent’s Abbey, who took the initiative. 

The General Chapter the American 
Cassinese Congregation August 20, 
1875, empowered Archabbot Boniface 
promote the solemn commemoration 
the fourteenth centenary the birth 
St. Benedict, which would occur 1880. 
letter dated May 1876, all Bene- 
dictine abbots, Wimmer recommended 
that committee appointed study 
this matter. also specific 
recommendations. history and 
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Special Masses should celebrated and 
festive sermons preached. direct re- 
quest should made the Holy See 
for permission stamp special medal 
endowed with extraordinary indulgences. 
And above all the tomb St. Benedict 
must made outstanding monument. 
Wimmer also informed Cardinal Pitra, 
the Secretary State, his plans. 


WIMMER’S INFLUENCE 


That the European Benedictines were 
enthusiastic about Wimmer’s suggestions 
understatement. Since the result 
Wimmer’s work affected the confedera- 
tion Benedictines directly and the col- 
lege only indirectly not necessary 
into detail. sufficient note 
Cassino exceeded the fondest expecta- 
tions. Above all brought the abbots 
the entire world together. They were 
now position discuss fundamental 
problems, and Leo XIII, who had great 
plans mind for the Benedictines, capital- 
ized the event issuing special 
Encyclical letter. Pope went further 
when private audience granted 
Abbot Maurus Wolter Beuron sug- 
gested that the leading abbots, under the 
presidency the Benedictine archbishop 
Catania, Joseph Dusmet, meet 
special session during the following year, 
1881. 

Now that the seed union between 
the abbots had been planted, Leo XIII 
hastened foster its growth and the 
idea Benedictine union added 
the international college. Finally 
December 1885, the Pope issued re- 
requesting meeting the Cas- 
sinese abbots. Among the points 
considered was the reopening Sant’ 
Anselmo international college 
the strict sense the word. 

Under the presidency Archabbot 
Dusmet the Cassinese abbots met 


Rome, November 25, 1886. special 


commission four abbots was appointed 
study the reopening Sant’ Anselmo. 
Leo XIII followed the deliberations the 
Cassinese very closely, going far 
send special message through Monsignor 
Boccali which included specific recom- 
mendations concerning the organization 
the college. The Pope also specified 
that personally would name the 
Director. 

December the Pope received the 
abbots special audience and granted 
them permission close the conference. 
But also specified that Archbishop 
Dusmet should remain Rome. Evident- 
the Pope wanted Dusmet present when 
the papal decision the Cassinese de- 
liberations would given. 

January 1887, the suspense ended 
with the publication the papal brief 
Abbiamo appreso. After approving the 
recent Cassinese congress Leo XIII called 
upon Dusmet reopen the college. The 
Pope also outlined program which would 
restore the Benedictine Order the prestige 
had once possessed. This document 
probably one the most important 
the recent history the Benedictine 
Order. From resulted the confedera- 
tion Benedictines and Sant’ Anselmo 
the Aventine. 

Dusmet immediately conveyed the 
Pope’s message all the abbots. Be- 
sides asking for financial assistance 
earnestly requested professors and stu- 
dents. The Cardinal Secretary State, 
Jacobini, wrote Archabbot Wimmer 
January expressing the Holy Father’s 
desires. 

Pope Leo XIII pressed the matter still 
further when February 20, the anni- 
versary his election the Pontificate, 
referred the brief appreso 
his address the assembled Cardinals. 
The Pope also announced that would 
await the construction new building 
but was making the Palazzo dei Conver- 
tendi available the Benedictines. The 
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Pope evidently wanted results and noth- 
ing less than concerted action the part 
the Benedictines would suffice. 

Dusmet’s letter naturally aroused spec- 
ulation among the abbots. What motivat- 
the Pope’s action? Would centraliza- 
tion Would Sant’ Anselmo 
house studies monastery? How 
could the Benedictine monasteries 
their present state reorganization bear 
this added burden? While the one 
hand, Benedictines saw the advantages 
international college and closer 
union between the monasteries, the 
other, they wanted more accurate in- 
formation. 

endeavor promote greater un- 
derstanding, Abbot O’Gorman, president 
the English Congregation, was com- 
missioned visit European abbeys and 
explain the Papal action. formal letter 
Cardinal Jacobini added prestige 
his mission. O’Gorman was favorably 
received but while the abbots expressed 
their sincere interest and gratitude, they 
also made clear that they could 
little assistance. 

his return Rome Abbot O’Gor- 
man rather pessimistically reported direct- 
the Holy See. Even though his trip 
did not achieve the desired objectives, 
was beneficial insofar made Rome 
more aware the problem confronting 
the individual abbeys. spite these 
obstacles the Pope urged Dusmet re- 
open the college for the fall term. 
appointed Dusmet superior with the 
privilege selecting his assistant. 

June 1887 Dusmet wrote again 
the abbots announcing the opening the 
college and urgently requesting professors 
and students. Palazzo dei Conver- 
tendi would serve temporary resi- 
dence and the vacations would spent 


Cf. Jean Hemptinne, O.S.B., Notice sur 

L’ordre Saint Benoit, Abbaye Maredsous, 
1910, 149 

For list those present Studien und 

Mitteilungen aus dem Benediktiner- und dem 
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Monte Cassino. Wimmer again took 
the initiative promising both professors 
and students. 

December 1888 Dusmet appointed 
Caetane Bernardi Monte Cassino 
tor. Just plans for the opening the 
college the following month were com- 
pleted, word that Boniface Wimmer had 
died December arrived Rome. 
Dusmet felt that Wimmer’s death 
had lost one his main supports. 
all the abbots Wimmer was perhaps the 
most outstanding promoting the con- 
federation and the college. has been 
said that without his support the college 
would never have come into existence. 
During the same month the Abbot St. 
Meinrad’s, Indiana, wrote saying 
would have withdraw most his sup- 
port. fire had almost completely de- 
stroyed the monastery. The abbey 
Engelberg also suffered serious loss from 
fire. Other Swiss abbeys 
driven into exile. 

spite these and similar disappoint- 
ments the college opened January 1888. 
Cardinals, bishops, abbots, priors, pro- 
fessors, and crowded into the 
confines the Palazzo dei Convertendi 
make festive occasion. Adalbert 
Miiller? St. Vincent’s Archabbey, 
Pennsylvania, assisted Bernardi prior, 
prefect studies, and professor. The 
faculty included members four con- 
gregations. Three Americans, all from 
St. Vincent’s, were enrolled students. 
Abbot Wimmer certainly had done his 
share. the close the scholastic year 
the faculty and students were granted 
special audience Leo XIII who used 


Cistercienser- Orden, 1888, vol. 159. The 
succeeding numbers this periodical, particularly 
the section: con- 
tains much information concerning events which 
occurred the college. 


For the sake local color many 
tioned that Father Adalbert Miiller served 
the faculty St. Benedict’s College, Atchison, 
atonetime. Archabbot Boniface 
Wimmer assist Abbot Innocent Wolf de- 
veloping the Kansas college. 
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the occasion create Bernardi titular 
abbot then and there. 

spite the auspicious beginning 
Bernardi encountered difficulties which 
considered almost insurmountable. 
was finding difficult retain pro- 
fessors; the financial status was precar- 
jous; cholera epidemic invaded the col- 
lege and while the buildings were being 
disinfected the faculty and students re- 
sided the narrow confines St. Martha 
behind the sacristy St. Peter’s. 
Bernardi who worked unselfishly and un- 
tiringly for the college wished return 
Monte Cassino. Only Dusmet’s con- 
stant exhortations have unbounded 
faith Divine Providence sustained the 
good abbot during these trying years. 


Pope Leo XIII the meantime was 
anxiously watching developments. 
recognition his work Archbishop 
Catania and president Sant’ Anselmo, 
Leo XIII created the saintly Dusmet 
cardinal February 11, 1889. The col- 
lege now enjoyed the prestige having 


the audience granted the close 
the first school year Pope Leo XIII ex- 
pressed concern over one matter, 
permanent location for the college. Sites 
almost every section Rome were 
considered. The Church Saint Saba 
received particular attention but after 
drawings had been made 
the idea was abandoned. Abbot Bernar- 
was able write Cardinal Dusmet 
half seriously and half jestingly that 
his search had covered the entire city 
foot, horse, carriage, and even 
swimming, but without any result. 
Had the Pope not given the assurance 
that would personally assume 
tesponsibility, Bernardi probably would 
have resigned. 


Abbot Zelli was the first suggest the 
location the Aventine, and fortunately 
the owner, Count Alexander Barbiellini, 


1889 offered the property for sale. 
the soil tests was discovered that the 
foundations ancient edifices which had 
been covered the course centuries 
would Leo XIII again manifest- 
his intense interest summoning 
Barbiellini the Vatican discuss the 
possibility sale audience which 
lasted for hour and half. With the 
the Pope taking the initiative the final 
contract was signed July 12, 1890. 

the meantime Leo XIII summoned 
Abbot Hildebrand Hemptinne 
Maredsous make the architectural 
plans and direct the construction. But 
poor Abbot Bernardi’s troubles were not 
yet over. After this auspicious start the 
Pope’s interest seemed lag. Bernardi 
was puzzled. obtain definite 
decision requested permission bless 
the site. This was granted and April 
21, 1892, the ground was blessed. Less 
than three months later, July construc- 
tion began which 
ruptedly until 1896. 

The plans were grandiose, but two 
difficulties had faced: that ob- 
taining students and professors, and that 
securing money. Since was futile 
approach these difficulties unless the 
abbots the entire Order were interest- 
ed, O’Gorman, Hemptinne, and Ber- 
nardi made strenuous efforts have 
Pope Leo XIII summon all the abbots 
Rome. While favoring the plan Dus- 
ment did not think the time was ripe. 
Eventually, through the intervention 
the Papal Secretary State, Leo XIII 
wrote Dusmet suggesting that not 
all the abbots least the Presidents 
the Congregations summoned Rome 
for the laying the cornerstone. 

the golden anniversary the Pope’s 
ordination, February 19, 1893, Dusmet 
addressed letter all the abbots invit- 
ing them Rome. The response was 
almost unanimous; many the abbots 
who could not come personally sent 
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delegates. April 18, 1893, amid great 
solemnity the cornerstone was laid 
Cardinal Rampolla, Secretary State. 

Two days later under the presidency 
Cardinal Dusmet the abbots assembled 
discuss the needs the college and the 
ty, humility, and understanding Car- 
dinal Dusmet were instrumental solv- 
ing many difficult problems. Ameri- 
can, Bishop Haid, president the Ameri- 
can Cassinese Congregation, played 
outstanding role. Deliberations which 
Dusmet had feared would require months 
were satisfactorily dispatched within 
few days. Before the end April Dus- 
met was able present the recommenda- 
tions the abbots the Pope. 

The Papal response was published July 
12, 1893, the Brief Summum Semper 
constituting the Benedictine Federation 
and naming Hildebrand Hemptinne 
first Abbot Primate. Only future cen- 
turies will able evaluate the im- 
portance Leo XIII’s action. 

The remaining events can briefly 
summarized. the fall 1893 the col- 
lege was transferred palace the 
Bocca Leone where remained until 
1896 when the residence quarters the 
Aventine were completed. 

Pope Leo manifested unflagging inter- 
est outstanding manner two 
further occasions. the reverse the 
papal medal issued August 1895, was 
stamped the background picture 
the college. the foreground was St. 
Anselm with two young Benedictine 
monks representing Virtue and Science. 
Around these were stamped the words: 
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And the edge the medal: 
MDCCCLXXXV. 

November 1900, Pope Leo 
published the papal brief Cum sit 
ing Cardinal Rompolla Legate Laterg 
for the consecration the 
which took place November 
Presidents the various 
consecrated the side altars. 
ber the Pope received all the 
special audience urging them carry 
what Pope had instituted. 

Although half century 
appraise completely the work 
XIII certain effects have definitely 
manifested. bringing the 
closer together the confederation has 
moted concerted action the part 
Benedictines without destroying the 
ereignty the individual abbots 
sential Benedictine life. 

The international college has 
the Order the means both gathering 
and diffusing outstanding 
thought and action. 

Whatever the results, Benedictines 
have revere Leo XIII 


ing benefactor, Holy Father 
opened Benedictines vistas 
dented history. Looking back 
his efforts Pope Leo XIII his 
the international Benedictine 

had the right express the wish: Cok 
legium Anselmianum aere perennius 
mansurum Dei gloriam, decus 
crementum Ordinis. 
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The Election Mother Alfred 


June 1950, Mother Alfred Schroll 

became prioress Mount St. Scho- 
Convent Atchison, Kansas. 
According the Constitutions the 
Congregation St. Scholastica, prioress 
elected for term six years, and 
may re-elected two-thirds major- 
ity vote. Mother Lucy Dooley, who was 
for the first time 1924, after 
the death Mother Aloysia Northman, 
had been re-elected practically 
vote three times succes- 
tion. She declined another term, how- 
owing ill health, spite the 
her devoted community. 

preparation for the election, special 
prayers the Holy Spirit were said dur- 
ing the entire past year, and especially 
during the preceding month May. 
Masses honor the Holy 
Spirit was offered from May June 
The community numbers about 600, 
whom 529 are professed Sisters with the 
fight active vote. There were 468 
professed Sisters home the mother- 
house, while who were absent 
account poor health distance, were 
permitted vote proxy. Any Sister 
who had been professed for ten years and 
who was least thirty years age was 
for passive vote candidate 
for election. 

The original plan was hold the elec- 
tion the community room the 
second floor the convent, but Monday 
Mother Lucy announced that, 
owing the large number voters, 
would held St. Scholastica Chapel, 
which easily seats more than 600. The 
following morning eight o’clock the 
community joined our Bishop, His Excel- 
lency, the Most Reverend George 


Donnelly, offering the Holy Sacrifice 
the Mass honor the Holy Ghost, 
and nine o’clock the Sisters reassembled 
the chapel for the election. 

The meeting was opened with the Veni 
Creator Spiritus, which was intoned 
the Bishop and sung the entire com- 
munity. Then the solemn stillness 
which followed, His Excellency read 
aloud Chapter the Holy Rule, 
composed the great patriarch 
western monasticism fourteen hundred 
years ago, but sound and applicable 
the twentieth century was the 
sixth. entitled “Of the Election 
the Abbot,” and St. Benedict en- 
joins that the Abbot chosen for the 
merit his life and the wisdom his 
doctrine, that versed the divine 
law, keep the rule, and love the brethren, 
that not fussy nor over-anxious 
but practice prudence, charity, and dis- 
cretion. 

Upon the recommendation Mother 
Lucy and her Council the Bishop then 
appointed Sister Alfred Schroll secretary, 
Sister Innocentia Green first teller, and 
Sister Benedicta Howe second teller. 
The tellers, kneeling before the crucifix 
with one hand the Bible, took the 
oath secrecy. Next the secretary 
read the list proxies for absent Sisters, 
and called roll. The tellers distributed 
slips paper, one each elector, 
which was written the name the 
candidate for whom she wished cast 
her vote. Then began the long pro- 
cession, led Mother Lucy, the 
north aisle, past the great urn which 
served ballot-box, down the south 
aisle and back the pews. After all 
the votes had been deposited the urn 
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they were read aloud, one one, 
the first teller, passed the second teller, 
then the Bishop, and recorded the 
secretary. Balloting continued until one 
candidate received majority vote. 


two o’clock the Bishop announced 
weary but eager and expectant com- 
munity that the new mother prioress 
Mount St. Scholastica Convent was the 
Sister sitting the table near him, the 
secretary, Sister Alfred Schroll. con- 
gratulated her, and expressed his wish 
that she and all her Sisters would daily 
increase holiness and happiness. Father 
Abbot Cuthbert, who had assisted the 
Bishop with the election, offered his con- 
gratulations too, encouraging the new 
superior face her task bravely, and 
assuring her his cooperation. Mother 
Lucy thanked the Bishop and the Abbot 
for their patience and helpfulness pre- 
siding over the election, and, the name 
the whole community, pledged un- 
reserved loyalty and support her suc- 
cessor. Mother Alfred with gracious 
humility accepted the office. 


Pontifical Benediction the Blessed 
Sacrament followed, and after the 
Deum each Sister made her personal act 
submission the new prioress. 
three o’clock the community filed into 
the refectory partake the dinner 
that the scholastics had cooked the 
morning and reheated several times. 


St. Benedict says the second chapter 
his Rule, “When the Abbot has been 
elected, let him bear mind how great 
burden hath taken upon himself.” 
Mother Alfred need hardly reminded 
this. When Mother Lucy became 
prioress 1924, there were approximately 
300 Sisters the community, most 
them teaching some parochial 
schools. Now, 1950, there are 600 
Sisters, charge parish schools. 
addition, fully accredited four-year 
college has been established Atchison; 
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Donnelly Community College Kansas 
City, Kansas; Lillis High School Kansas 
City, Missouri; and new foundation 
Mexico City. The physical plant the 
motherhouse has grown proportionately, 
chapel, novitiate wing, and three resi- 
dence halls having been added. More- 
over, the complexity modern life and 
the increasing educational needs the 
present day, make ever more and more 
difficult the judicious direction religious 
houses. 


TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE 


Mother Alfred well fitted for her 
office nature and grace, combining 
youthful spirit with mature judgment. 
Her previous training too has been 
excellent unconscious preparation. She 
received her A.B. from St. Benedict’s 
College, her A.M. from the Catholic 
University, and her Ph.D. from Columbia 
University. She also attended Paul 
University and the University Kansas. 
She probably knows the Holy Rule bet- 
ter than anyone the community, since 
was the subject her doctoral disser- 
tation. Her teaching experience has 
been large and small schools, the 
grades, high schools, and college. Her 
administrative experience includes mis- 
tress the scholasticate, dean the 
College, and secretary the community. 
She has been member the editorial 
staff the Benedictine Review since its 
founding. Finally, she has support 
her, the “sincere and humble affection,” 
recommended St. Benedict, 600 
Sisters, and their daily prayers. With 
Holy Mother Church the Collect for 
superiors, they earnestly pray: “Almighty 
and everlasting God, who alone workest 
great wonders, pour down upon thy 
servant and upon the flock committed 
her charge the spirit Thy saving grace 
and the continual dew Thy bless- 
ing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.” 
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meeting the General Chapter 
the Congregation St. Scholastica 
Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, 
June 20, Mother Alfred was elected 
Mother President the organization, 
for period six years. Mother Lucy 
had held this office since 1930. 

The Congregation was formed 1881 
and after period trial was approved 
the Holy See 1930. His Holiness 
Pope Pius made permanent papal 
institution, under the direction 


the Holy See. 


Thirteen Benedictine convents are 
members this Congregation. The last 
one admitted the recent meeting 
the General Chapter St. Benedict’s 
Convent, Bristow, Virginia. Mother 
Alfred Schroll will assisted her office 
Mother Adelaide Rabida, St. Scholas- 
tica Convent, Chicago, Mother 
Vincent Hamilton, St. Walburg’s Con- 
vent, Elizabeth, New Jersey, and 
Sister Augusta Parle Mount St. Scho- 
lastica, who was elected secretary-general. 


Benedictine Abbesses and St. Walburga’s, 


O.S.B. 


the Holy Year Jubilee, August 

the feast the Transfiguration, the 
Benedictine Sisters St. Walburga 
Abbey, Echstatt, Bavaria, will witness 
the blessing and the installation their 
new Mother, Lady Abbess Augustina 
Weihermueller. The new abbess was 
elected March succeed the beloved 
and renowned Lady Abbess Benedicta 
von Spiegel, who died February 17. 

interest Benedictine Sisters 
this country the fact that the new ab- 
bess American citizen and was 
the time her election superior the 
American-Eichstatt foundation South 
Boulder, Colorado, and that many Bene- 
dictine Mothers will present for the 
impressive ceremony the blessing 
the abbess the historic St. Walburga 
Abbey. The convent, near 
Munich, the burial place St. Wal- 
burga, English-born Benedictine abbess, 
sent St. Boniface 748 found 


The ordinary term employed this country 
Europe during the Middle Ages and the 


religious house Heidenheim, Bavaria. 
Significant that the event the 
blessing coincides with the Holy Year 
and that takes place the eve the 
centennary, 1952, the establishing 
the Benedictine Sisters the United 
States. 

The original motherhouse the majori- 
country St. Walburga’s, 
When the pioneer Benedictine monk, 
Abbot Boniface Wimmer, realized 
1851 the need Sisters help his 
missionary and educational work the 
United States, naturally called upon 
the largest community nuns his 
native Bavaria. His request for Sisters 
was granted and July 1852, the first 
Sisters from St. Walburga’s reached 
America. The Sisters settled St. 
Mary’s, Elk County, Pennsylvania, and 
their convent eventually became the 


motherhouse the Benedictine Sisters 


present time the word “abbey” properly 
applied monastery ruled abbot and 
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the United States. 

The story this foundation and the 
further growth and development the 
Benedictine Sisters, now united the 
Congregation St. Scholastica, has been 
told scholarly dissertation Sister 
Regina Baska, O.S.B., Mount St. 
Scholastica, Atchison, Kansas. Owing 
conditions this country different 
from those existing Europe, the Con- 
stitutions the new foundation had 
changed. But St. Walburga’s Abbey 
still continues observe, far pos- 
sible, the centuries-old traditions the 
European Benedictines. 

One the distinctive characteristics 
Benedictine convents Europe that 
they are governed abbesses, who, al- 
though elected their community, rule 
for life. Historically, least Eng- 
land, where St. Walburga was born and 
educated, and later sent Germany, 
abbesses played significant role 
promoting and fostering monastic ideals. 
fact the early history monastic life 
England series royal founda- 
tions which abbesses played con- 
spicuous part, many them being raised 
the rank saint. the close the 
seventh century, Kent alone there were 
five religious houses presided over 
women who bore the title 
Prior the time St. Benedict religious 
superiors women were styled either 
Mater Monasterii Mater 
While the position abbots today the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy one the fine 
points Church etiquette, Anglo-Saxon 
abbesses ranked next bishops. Such 
exalted position implied authority 
jurisdiction spiritual matters. 

the charter security granted the 
churches and monasteries Kent 
King Withtred and Queen Werburg, the 


Lina Eckenstein, Women Under Monasticism, 
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1896, 
87. 


Thomas The Catholic 
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names five abbesses, Mildritha, Aeshel- 
dritha, Aette, Wilnotha, and Hereswutha, 
appear immediately after those the 
archbishop Canterbury and the bishop 
Abbesses also attended 
ecclesiastica councils, did Hilda, 
Elfleda, and others the seventh and 
eighth centuries. History records that 
five abbesses were present the Synod 
Beconfield 694, among whom was 
St. Mildred, the Abbess Minster 
Thanet. 

Concerning Minster Abbey, in- 
teresting note that after nearly nine- 
hundred years abandonment, small 
community nuns from St. Walburga’s 
Abbey, has settled there. 


Daily they recite the Divine Office, teach 


cathechism children, make church 
vestments, and care for their farm. The 
late Lady Abbess Benedicta acquired 
Minster Abbey 1936, and the following 
year sent group Sisters across the 
channel start anew Benedictine life 
that ancient and holy place. Wonderful 
are the ways Providence spreading 
and revivifying religious life. The pres- 
sure Hitler and the fear the Nazis led 
the Benedictine Sisters 


make foundations Thanet, England, 


and South Boulder, Colorado. 
Although St. Walburga helped 
spread Benedictine life Bavaria and 
her body was taken 870, 
and since 893 oil has flowed intervals 
from her bones, the present abbey, which 
now enshrines the precious relics, traces 
its origin 1035. The chronicles the 
first centuries the Abbey are great 
extent incomplete lost owing wars 
and other misfortunes, that the names 
few abbesses have come down us. 
But what the meager records the 
Middle Ages not reveal about the life 


Haddon and Stubbs, Councils and Ecclesi- 
astical Documents, 1869, 240. 
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and work the abbesses and nuns 
these early centuries may summed 
the words Frederik Ozanam: 
“Silence and humility have veiled the 
labors nuns from the eyes the world, 
but history has assigned them their place 
the very beginning German civiliza- 
tion: Providence has placed women 
every cradleside.” This statement 
equally true the first American Bene- 
dictine Sisters. 

St. Walburga’s Abbey, however, can 
trace back the fourteenth century 
uninterrupted line abbesses with their 
names, the date their blessing, and 
their duration office. Among the 
many abbesses St. Walburga’s several 
are outstanding reason their per- 
sonalities and achievements. One 
these Helena Katherina Gross von 
Trockau und Zeulenreuth, who led her 
community faithfully and courageously 
through the indescribable suffering the 
Thirty Years’ War. 

After the Swedish soldiers had robbed 
the Abbey everything, the Abbess 
Helena and some nuns were taken prison- 
and held hostages the town 
Ratisbon until the distressed nuns could 
obtain enough money ransom their 
Mother and Sisters. For this purpose 
they had sell their last possessions, 
namely, silver candelabra and silver- 
wrought image the Blessed Mother. 
Later the community tried vain get 
back these precious items. this time 
the greatest danger saintly lay Sister 
named Afra saved the Abbey church and 
some the other buildings pleading 
with the Swedish commander who had 
ordered the whole monastery burn- 
ed. With part their convent still 
standing, but utterly impoverished, the 
nuns had out begging for food and 
money keep from starving. 

From 1730 1750 Abbess Adelgundis 
Pettenkofer was the head the com- 
munity. The records describe her 


very able and motherly woman. During 
the Austrian war succession the 
Emperor Charles VII sent his two young 
daughters St. Walburga’s, which was 
looked upon place special safety 
and piety. gratitude for the care and 
protection given the princesses, the 
Emperor rewarded Abbess Adelgundis 
with decoration ever since 
been worn the respective abbesses 
state occasions. 

Another outstanding figure the long 
line abbesses St. Walburga Michae- 
Morasch, solemnly blessed 1799, 
and known the Seculariza- 
tion.” 1806 the government suppress- 
the title Abbess, forbade the recep- 
tion postulants, and left the community 
with barely sufficient means survive. 
Prioress Michaela governed her com- 
munity for twenty more years, facing 
many trials and dire poverty. Two 
months after her death 1826, King 
Ludwig Bavaria made known the 
nuns “by decree” that intended 
restore St. Walburga’s Abbey its former 
status, allowing postulants received 
again. This permission was granted only 
the condition that the Sisters would 
take over the schools for girls Eich- 
This they did and are still con- 
ducting them. 

Once more St. Walburga’s experienced 
true, slow, revival. But the title 
Abbess was not given back until 1914 
when was conferred Mother Karo- 
lina Kroiss, prioress the Abbey since 
1902. She was especially solicitous 
buy more land for the purpose enlarg- 
ing the cloister gardens, that the nuns 
would able enjoy their recreations 
the open air, and consequently have 
better health. 

1919 Mother Benedicta joined the 
community, because German citizen 
she had been obliged leave her own 
Belgian community Maredret during 
the first World War. This forced change 
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was indeed providential. After the resig- 
nation Abbess Karolina because fail- 
ing health 1926, Mother Benedicta 
was elected. She was solemnly blessed 
September 29, 1926. Abbess Bene- 
dicta Spiegel von und Peckelsheim 
was endowed with extraordinary spiritual 
and natural gifts which made her loved 
and esteemed all her nuns. Her reign 
nearly twenty-five years was proper- 
ous one. Proofs her untiring activity 
and her special love for the fine arts 
are the many improvements she made 
the recitation and chanting the 
Divine Office well many other 
changes she brought about her convent. 
During 1949 Lady Abbess Benedicta ar- 
ranged for extensive exhibition religi- 
ous and other art works, all products, 
ancient and modern, St. Walburga’s 
studios. This exhibition lasted many 
weeks and was visited great number 
interested persons from Germany and 
elsewhere. 

Abbess Benedicta was not only artist 
but scholar well. 
Latin and spoke fluently seven modern 
languages. She translated into German 
the works Abbot Marmion. 1934 
Lady Abbess Benedicta visited the United 
States and all who came contact with 
her were impressed her learning, her 
understanding Benedictine history and 
traditions, and her insight into modern 
problems concerning religious life. 

Space does not allow even relatively 
complete account Abbess Benedicta’s 
life and work. One incident, however, 
should mentioned which makes her 
unique among the abbesses St. Wal- 
burga’s. Through her courage and love 
her spiritual children she saved the com- 
munity, the nine-hundred year-old abbey, 
and the city itself from destructive bomb- 
ing officially surrendering Eichstatt 
the advancing Allied forces the 
spring 1945. Through this deed she 
merited the full protection the Ameri- 
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can troops who took over the city Eich- 
statt. recognition her service she 
was made honorary citizen the 
United States the fall 1949 shortly 
before her death. 

Mother Abbess Benedicta, she was 
usually called Americans, was ever 
appreciative the kindness and hospitali- 
shown her while traveling this 
country. the end her life she was 
deeply grateful for the help that came 
St. Waburga’s from the three groups 
Eichstatt Sisters the United States 
and their friends. Sisters from 
are stationed St. Vincent’s Arch- 
abbey, Latrobe, Pennsylvania, Holy 
Cross Abbey, Canon City, Colorado, 
where they are charge domestic 
work, and Boulder, Colorado, where 
they have established farm-convent. 
Mother Benedicta realized that her 
daughters were able send relief parcels 
through the generosity their American 
friends. Only with American help could 
St. Walburga’s large community survive 
one the hardest periods its existence. 

Lady Abbess Benedicta 
exceedingly charitable. She aided ref- 
ugees and displaced persons every 
possible way. funeral was attended 
immense gathering clergy all 
rank, religious, laity, relatives and 
friends. 

The honor which has come Mother 
Augustina St. Walburga’s Convent, 
South Boulder, Colorado, one she had 
prayed would not happen. 1949 
Mother Augustina went Germany and 
while there visited Theresa Neumann, 
the famous stigmatic Konnersreuth, 
Bavaria. Theresa then told her that she 
would the next Lady Abbess St. 
Walburga’s, 
her election Mother Augustina was 
giving series lectures this country 
Theresa Neumann. She spoke 
Mount St. Scholastica April. 
personal friend and eyewitness, 
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Mother Augustina gave graphic descrip- 
tion the unusual suffering the German 
stigmatic. All who heard her were in- 
spired and edified not only the love 
and suffering the mystic but also 
the faith and simplicity the narrator. 

The new Lady Abbess was one 
family seven children. order 
help her parents rear the family she be- 
came teacher the German public 
schools. One her brothers died the 
seminary when was preparing for the 
priesthood, and sister nun the 
Russian zone Germany. the age 
twenty-eight Mother Augustina en- 
tered the convent and for many years 
taught the Abbey School 
1935 she was placed charge the 
little group Sisters who eventually 
settled Boulder, Colorado. Primarily 
teaching community, the Sisters from 
soon adapted themselves 
tural life and set pioneer priory 
Colorado. dint hard labor, strong 
faith God, and the generosity friends 
the Sisters now have flourishing farm- 
convent. 

According writer the Catholic 
Register, whose headquarters Den- 
ver, Colorado, Mother Augustina was the 
“logical choice for the post Lady 
Abbess.” quote from the April 
1950, issue: 

Mother Augustina, years old, has exert- 
tremendous influence all who know her. 
Her striking personality, brilliant intellect, and 
deep spirituality made her the logical choice for 
the post Lady Abbess. She may yet realize 
her dream gigantic Benedictine convent 
from the plains Colorado the shadow 
the Rocky Mountains, where the South Boul- 
der site was bought when was feared the Nazis 
would drive the order out Germany. 

Now, the Holy Year Jubilee, after 
nearly quarter century, St. Wal- 
burga’s Abbey, will again wit- 
ness the blessing abbess according 
the rite prescribed the Pontificale 


Benedictines, monks and nuns, plan 
attend the blessing the new Abbess. 
Since such event rare and unfamiliar 
many our readers, brief description 
the impressive ceremonies this rite 
should interest. 


The Bishop alone has the privilege 
conferring the blessing abbess, which 
also called benediction consecra- 
tion. Under certain conditions the Ordi- 
nary may delegate priest perform 
this function. “The induction 
Abbess [even before the time St. Wal- 
burga] early assumed liturgical charac- 
ter, for example, Saint Radegundis 
relates one her letters, that Agnes 
Sainte-Croix, before entering her 
charge, received the solemn rite bene- 
diction from St. Germain, the Bishop 

Usually feast day saint chosen 
for the blessing, which the abbess-elect, 
surrounded number nuns, attends 
Mass celebrated the bishop the 
abbey church. After the Collect the 
bishops chants special oration, asking 
God’s help for the abbess-elect, order 
that she may accomplish the task im- 
posed upon her God. Whereupon she 
proceeds the altar steps where the 
bishop sitting the faldstool holds the 
Gospel book. The abbess-elect reads 
Latin the solemn declaration loyalty, 
submission, and obedience the Church 
and, the case the present blessing, 
the Bishop Eichstatt and his suces- 
sors, since St. Walburga’s Abbey not 
exempt, concluding with the oath and 
placing both hands the Gospel, with 
the words: “Sic Deus adjuvet, 
Sancta Dei Evangelia.” She then pros- 
trates herself before the altar while the 
Litany the Saints sung. 


The blessing proper conferred while 
the Bishop sings the Preface with out- 
stretched arms and calls down the Holy 


Thomas Osterich, op. cit., 
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Spirit upon the abbess-elect the impo- 
sition hands upon her head. One 
several prayers that follow recalls Miriam, 
the sister Moses, example reli- 
gious leadership. Miriam old safely 
led the women Israel through the Red 
Sea singing holy canticles, should the 
new abbess with the help the Holy 
Rule lead all the virgins entrusted her 
joyfully heaven, where they will all 
together sing the new canticle, following 
the Lamb wherever goes. 

After the Offertory verse the new ab- 
bess goes again the altar steps accom- 
panied two candlebearers. Kneeling 
before the bishop she offers her two 
candles. During the Mass she receives 
Communion from the hands the 
bishop. 

The missa est said and the bishop 
gives the new abbess the following ad- 
monition: “Stand firm justice and 
holiness and keep the place God has 
assigned you; for mighty increase 
you His grace.” The bishop then 
blesses the insignia, that is, the crosier 
and the ring. places the abbatial 
ring her finger and then proceeds with 
his assistants, the abbess and the Sisters 
the nuns’ choir. Here conducts the 
abbess her throne and gives her the 
crosier the outward symbol juris- 
diction over her abbey. The bishop then 
returns the church, while all the nuns, 
according their rank, approach the 
throne the newly-blessed Lady Abbess 
and kiss her ring sign submission 
and obedience. This homage concludes 
the beautiful rite the blessing 
abbess the Pontificale Romanum. 
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Mediaeval Rituals 
for Virgins 


ceremony conducting the new- 
ly-blessed abbess from the abbey 
church her throne the choir chapel 
recalls similar ceremony the pro- 
fession ritual recorded mediaeval 
writers. The Landsdowne 
Ritual” and the “Vespasian Ritual,” 
adapted for nuns and printed Koch’s 
Three Middle English Versions the Rule 
St. Benet, give the profession ceremony 
St. Benedict. Both rituals 
follow the prescribed pattern. The vows 
are formulated the presence 
God and His saints whose relics are 
the chapel and before the whole monastic 
family. The vows are signed the altar 
where Christ offered and immolated. 
the first these rituals the novice 
questioned four times her inten- 
tion embracing the religious life; the 
second rite the novice next kin 
senior presents the novice the altar. 
Details are given concerning the blessing 
the habit, the mantle, and the wimple. 
both formulas the leading the novice 
her stall and place choir emphasizes 
her duty performing the Opus Dei. 
The ritual for the blessing abbess 
also suggests the privilege virgins 
singing and following the Lamb. Aldhelm 
his Laudibus Virginitate waxes 
eloquent the glories virginity. 
Christ had special predilection for it. 
St. John, recalls, was granted the 
privilege beholding and the 
choir virgins who ‘follow the Lamb 
whithersoever goeth’. 
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Red-Letter Days Life and 


“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send 
Name, will teach you all things. (Gospel Pentecost 


you look your liturgical calendars, 

sure that the graduates have 
been watching them closely the past few 
weeks, you will notice that all the days 
this week are printed red numerals. 
You are most fortunate, therefore, that 
you have chosen this week, the feast and 
octave the Holy Spirit celebrate 
your commencement. For today 
commemorate Pentecost, the commence- 
ment day Holy Mother Church! 

Scripture tells that that first 
commencement day the apostles, the 
disciples, and the holy women were 
gathered together one place awaiting 
the coming the Holy Spirit. read 
the Acts the Apostles that 
number persons met together were 
about one hundred twenty.” (Acts 15) 
St. Peter was there, new man now after 
his Master’s forgiveness, but yet fully 
aware his great responsibility head 
the infant church. St. John, the 
whom Jesus loved, was there close 
our Blessed Mother, for the music 
those words, “Son behold thy mother,” 
was still ringing his soul. There, too, 
was St. Thomas, eager make amends 
redoubling his zeal. 

The two disciples Emmaus, their 
hearts still burning with love, were pre- 
sent; and Lazarus too was invited, the 
special friend the Lord; and undoubted- 
Nicodemus and Joseph Arimathea, 
who had performed the last rites over 
the Sacred Body our Saviour; and 
Simon Cyrene with his two sons 


Sermon delivered May 28, 1950, 
the Mount St. Scholastica Chapel. 


Alexander and Rufus; and Longinus, 
the soldier converted the foot the 
cross. All were invited without doubt. 
There was present also the little group 
holy women headed our Blessed 
Mother, waiting ecstasy for that great 
moment. There was Mary Magdalen, 
Martha, Mary Salome, Mary 
Joseph, Veronica and many others all 
invited present that great day. 
What commencement day was! 
hat long and hard preparation there 
had been the school the Divine 
Master. What sublime lessons they had 
learned. What sacrifices they had been 
called upon What new and un- 
heard doctrines had been unfolded be- 
fore them doctrines sweetness and 


charity, love and forgiveness “do 
good them that hate you” “love 
your enemies” “take your cross 


and follow “he that loses his life 
shall find it.” What rewards and con- 
solations the resurrection and 
the father’s house there 
are many mansions” “if any man love 
shall come and make our abode 
with him.” Now these hard days 
preparation were over and 
were waiting waiting for the seal 
the Divine Spirit upon their work, for 
His inspiration forth into the whole 
world teach and save souls. What 
commencement day! the history the 
world there has been none greater. 
might say that there are three great 
commencement days for the Cre- 
ation, Pentecost, the the Last Judgment. 
But the creation the world was not 
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greater than the re-creation souls dead 
sin. For the creation was the special 
work God the Father, the first person 
the Blessed Trinity, while the Church, 
which began Pentecost, was the work 
all three Divine Persons, God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
second then, only that great day the 
final commencement, when all men will 
stand before the judgment seat God 
hear the eternal sentence. 

This week well chosen. Every com- 
mencement class Catholic college 
graduates must identified with the 
commencement Holy Mother Church— 
the work the Holy Spirit our lives, 
teaching, consoling, guiding. For 
very true sense you are not merely gradu- 
ates Mount St. Scholastica College. 
You are graduates Holy Mother Church 
whose long heritage teaching goes back 
over nineteen hundred years. You are 
also privileged graduates col- 
lege taught the daughters St. 
Scholastica, whose tradition the field 
education and culture over fourteen 
centuries old. Truly, the union between 
your commencement and that the 
Holy Spirit real one, not merely 
ideal; essential, not merely coincidental; 
not only liturgical but dogmatic well. 
The Holy Spirit must the guiding 
inspiration all true preparation for life. 
Look again that group one hundred 
twenty graduates the first Pentecost 
and you may able pick out someone 
whom you most resemble there was 
Peter and Thomas, John, Mary, 
Martha, Mary Magdalene, Veronica. 
Remember that among that group were 
many who had been weak the past but 
now all the doubts, misunderstandings, 
lack faith are forgotten. Whether you 
look back, therefore, the past school 
days whether you look forward 
the uncertain future, you must recognize 
the work and the need the Holy Spirit 
your lives. 
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For through the grace the Holy 
Spirit that you are here today enjoying 
all the blessings which has showered 
upon you. Through the grace the 
Holy Spirit you were led seek your 
education the feet the Divine Master. 
Enlightened the Spirit Wisdom 
your parents were willing sacrifice, 
necessary, give you preparation for 
life religious school. Through the 
sweet promptings the Divine Spirit 
other young women like yourselves volun- 
tarily gave all things, their homes, 
their families, the pleasures the world, 
teach our Catholic schools, that 
commencement days like this could 
possible. Indeed your preparation for 
this day was begun through God’s grace 
many years ago. reality began 
from all eternity the mind God, when 
ordained that through the operation 
the Holy Spirit His only begotten Son 
would become man, suffer and die save 
us. The Holy Spirit has formed the plan 
your salvation, inspired and guided 
your church and school, blessed you with 
good parents and teachers, guided you 
your every-day life whether chapel, 
classroom, recreation hall. your 
silent guide and unseen teacher. This 
then really His commencement week! 

But when look the future 
that realize that this must His 
commencement week; that must con- 
tinue our guide the future 
are find happiness. unless the 
Lord build the house they labor vain 
who build it.” Surely, one can pre- 
dict what lies ahead. are not dis- 
couraged nor afraid. realize that the 
future may bring many sacrifices, but 
will bring many consolations and happy 
days. Young women today have 
placed upon their shoulders many new 
and heavy responsibilities. Young Cath- 
olic women, especially, have the added 
responsibility carrying the work the 
Holy Spirit into the world not only 
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into the family and the home and their 
immediate society, but into the business 
world, into the career world, into the 
schools, into the government and even 
into the factories into all the phases 
and walks life seriously threatened 
atheism and secularism. Life its 
best difficult, but these times con- 
fusion doubly hard. need more 
than ever deeper devotion the Holy 
Spirit, and deeper feeling dependence 
and confidence His divine guidance. 
The pagan attack today serious— 
even more serious than that which 
faced the first graduates the school 
the Divine Master. The world needs the 
inspiration the Holy Spirit more than 
ever. only through such graduates 
you that the Holy Spirit can move into 
the world and diffused through the 
world. Whether you are Thomas, 
Magdalene, Mary, Veronica, matters 
little each college graduate should 
like spiritual dynamo charged with 
carrying the Holy Spirit into the pagan 
world today. 

have fear therefore the future. 
Why should afraid when have 
such graduates these before this 
morning? The Holy Spirit has guided 
you the past. will continue 
guide you the future. You have only 
remember what you have been taught 
here your Catholic college. you do, 
need fear nothing neither the atom 
bomb, nor guns, nor armies. For will 
not these armed forces; nor will 
the great and powerful diplomats 
the world that peace and happiness 
are finally won. You cannot shoot 
idea. Atheism, secularism, and pagan- 
ism will not destroyed bombs, nor 
planes, nor anything else that our 
factories can manufacture. are not 
afraid, nor discouraged, therefore, about 
your future, nor the future generations 


come, long you remember and 
practice what you have learned your 
Catholic school. 

These days are indeed red-letter days! 
—these days your commencement and 
these days the Holy Spirit. When you 
look your calendars, kneel Mass 
and see the liturgical red the vest- 
ments, remember that there vital 
link between your commencement, your 
lives, and the work the Holy Spirit. 

These are red days, too, another and 
very different sense the red days 
communism, the red revolt against 
God, the red hatred, oppression, 
released passions, the red fire hell, the 
red cloak Satan! Perhaps that 
part God’s design also. Perhaps 
wishes see red that will better 
recognize the need the Holy Spirit 
our lives; that may see that will 
only the red glow divine love 
our hearts; perhaps, the red our 
own life’s blood shed His name, that 
the fire which came spread upon 
the earth will enkindled. 

May every day our lives red 
letter day for Him, the Spirit wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit counsel 
and fortitude, the Spirit knowledge and 
piety. You will need all these the 
life before you. red-letter day also for 
Holy Mother Church, for your school, 
for your family, for your country. 
are told that will need more bombs 
and planes and tanks the days ahead— 
but there nothing, dear graduates, 
that will assure lasting peace and 
happiness, more than the Catholic young 
women trained under the inspiration 
the Holy Spirit, and ready and willing 
follow that inspiration matter what 
the cost. May the Holy Spirit guide 
you, and bless you the days that lie 
ahead, your parents, your teachers, and 
your Alma Mater. 
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fitting that the third our series 
articles the bishops the diocese 
Kansas City Kansas should center 
around the Most Reverend Thomas 
Francis Lillis, since coincides with the 
double centennial celebrating the found- 
ing Kansas City, Missouri, and the 
establishing the diocese Leaven- 
worth, whose name was recently changed 
that Kansas City Kansas. For 
Bishop Lillis served Bishop Leaven- 
worth and later Bishop Kansas City, 
Missouri, his native diocese. The de- 
velopment both dioceses was fostered 
the growth Greater Kansas City. 
Thomas Lillis was born March 13, 1861, 
log cabin near Higginsville, Missouri, 
then mission Lexington. Most 
his early childhood was spent farm 
near Higginsville, but later the Lillis 
family moved Lexington where the 
children could attend 
school. Here made his First Com- 
munion and received Confirmation. His 
pastor, Father Hoog, recognized the 
lad’s priestly vocation and under Father 
Hoog’s direction, young Thomas chose 
the Benedictine Fathers St. Benedict’s 
College, Atchison, Kansas, guide him 
his studies for his Christ-like chosen 
work. 

1879, one year before the diocese 
Kansas City, Missouri, was formed, while 
Thomas was still studying St. Bene- 
dict’s, the Lillis family moved Kansas 
City where they resided St. Patrick’s 
When Thomas finished his 
studies St. Benedict’s, continued his 
philosophy course St. Francis Seminary 
Milwaukee, and later find again 
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Thomas Francis Lillis: Second Bishop 
Leavenworth 


the mark Benedictine influence his 
life finished his studies theology 
St. Meinrad’s Indiana. 

When his long studies were completed, 
Thomas Lillis was ordained Bishop 
John Hogan the Cathedral the 
Immaculate Conception the Feast 
the Assumption, August 15, 1885. 
seems indeed fitting that Bishop Lillis 
should have dedicated his life Christ 
through Mary such day and such 
place, for was ever most devoted 
the Blessed Virgin. 

The following day, Father Lillis sang 
his First Solemn his parish church, 
St. Patrick’s. The late Cardinal Glen- 
non, life-long friend Bishop Lillis, and 
who had been ordained one year pre- 
viously, was deacon the First Mass. 

Young Father Lillis was soon appoint- 
assistant Father Hamill, the priest 
who had baptized him and who was then 
pastor Irish Settlement, later known 
Shackelford. Riding farm wagon, 
Father Lillis arrived what termed 
the best rural parish the diocese 
September 1885. During his year and 
half country curate, showed his 
great interest the education youth, 
for spent much time visiting the 
homes children, teaching them their 
catechism. 

April 23, 1887, Father Lillis was re- 
called Kansas City, where was ap- 
pointed first pastor Westport, now 
Our Lady Good Counsel. had 
scarcely arrived his new pastorate 
when was sent Independence take 
the pastor’s place, while the pastor was 
Rome making report the diocese. 
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After the return the pastor, instead 
going back Westport, Father Lillis 
was sent assistant his own St. 
Patrick’s parish November 24, 1887, 
just two years and three month after 
his First Mass that very church. Two 
days later was appointed administrator 
the parish, and shortly after, Father 
Dunn’s death, was made pastor his 
native parish. 


During his seventeen years pastor 
St. Patrick’s, young Father Lillis be- 
came even more greatly loved his 
parishioners whom had known from 
his youth. organized the Society 
St. Vincent Paul his parish and 
his dying day, Bishop Lillis seldom 
missed meeting that charitable socie- 
ty. July 17, 1903, Father Lillis suc- 
ceeded Father Glennon vicar-general 
the diocese, for Father Glennon had 
been appointed Archbishop St. Louis. 
Father Lillis was then forty years old, 
and had been for some time prosecuting 
attorney for the diocese well 
member the Bishop’s council. 


Since had been elected the council 
almost unanimous vote the priests, 
one was too much surprised when the 
press dispatch arrived September 16, 
1904, bringing news that Father Lillis 
had been appointed Bishop Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, succeeding Bishop Louis 
Mary Fink the Order St. Benedict. 
The Catholic Register that day reads: 

While not altogether unexpected, this news 
will joyful surprise every Kansas Cityan, 
whether Catholic non-Catholic, for Father 
Lillis known and loved all. His appoint- 
ment the hierarchy most deserved and 


compliment from Rome which may well 
feel proud. 


When the congratulatory messages be- 
gan pouring into the rectory, the new 
Bishop was nowhere found, for 
was hunting trip Western Indian 
Bishop Hogan. While returning from 


his trip, Father Lillis chanced stop 
Sheridan, Wyoming, where bought 
paper newsstand the street corner. 
When opened the newspaper, and 
quite accidentally, his eye was caught 
small headline reading, “Rev. 
Thomas Lillis Made Bishop 


CONSECRATION TAKES PLACE 


Immediately Father Lillis contacted 
Bishop Hogan and returned Kansas 
City, where December 27, the Feast 
St. John the Beloved Apostle, was 
consecrated Archbishop Glennon and 
thus became the one hundredth bishop 
the United States. said that 
was the coldest day Kansas City had ever 
had, and yet, despite the blizzard and 
cold wind, the large Cathedral was well- 
filled when the ceremonies began, for his 
many friends, both priest and lay, wished 
pay due honor this priest God 
now raised apostolic dignity. 

leaving St. Patrick’s parish take 
his new work, Bishop Lillis could leave 
his successor church and school with- 
out debt incumbrance. one would 
rightly expect, the new Bishop celebrated 
his first Pontifical Mass St. Patrick’s 
Church New Year’s Day, 1905. After 
the Mass, had the unique privilege 
confirming the children himself had 
prepared for that great sacrament. 

Bishop Leavenworth, Bishop 
Lillis took active interest educa- 
tional matters. monument this 
interest, established Catholic High 
School now known Ward High School 
Kansas City, Kansas. One the out- 
standing events, far this paper 
concerned and its bearing the history 
the diocese, that during his episco- 
pate, St. Peter’s parish, now the Cathe- 
dral the diocese, was formed. St. Rose 
Lima parish was also established, and 
St. Francis Hospital Topeka was built. 

Bishop the diocese, Bishop Lillis 
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was many occasions assistance 
his alma mater, St. Benedict’s College, 
Atchison, well Mount St. Scho- 
lastica, the Bene- 
dictine Sisters. One memorable event 
was the consecration the convent 
chapel. the summer 1938, shortly 
before his death, Bishop Lillis, while 
visiting Mount St. Scholastica, inter- 
rupted the Sisters they were chanting 
Matins the new college chapel which 
had just been erected. Among other 
things, the Bishop told the Sisters that 
they should never tear down the convent 
chapel because, his words, “I, con- 
secrated that chapel.” 

Bishop Lillis’ capability ad- 
ministrator and spiritual leader had 
not gone unnoticed. March 14, 1910, 
was appointed coadjutor Bishop 
Hogan the diocese Kansas City, 
Missouri, with the right succession. 
The news this appointment was re- 
ceived the clergy and the faithful 
Kansas City with feeling great joy, 
whereas the diocese Leavenworth 
realized its loss. 

Although Bishop Hogan, the pioneer 
bishop Western Missouri, was then 
old man and depended Bishop Lillis 
carry his work maintaining the 
many charitable institutions the Kan- 
sas City diocese, Bishop Lillis remained 
charge the Leavenworth diocese, 
until Bishop John Ward arrived re- 
lieve him his responsibility. 

Bishop Kansas City, Bishop Lil- 
lis had the rare distinction presiding 
over the diocese which had been 
born, baptized, confirmed, and received 
his early education; ruling over the 
cathedral which was ordained 
the priesthood and consecrated member 
the episcopacy. knew every priest 
that had ever worked his diocese. 
This personal touch endeared him 
priests and people that may truly 
said him that was the most loved 
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bishop the land. 

From first-hand information, well 
from that gathered from the priests, 
when asked each pastor the diocese 
turn the chancery office history 
his parish, the Bishop himself wrote 
series historical sketches the early 
parishes the Kansas City diocese. 
These were published the Catholic 
Register from August 21, 1924, through 
February 11, 

always, foremost interest 
Bishop Lillis was the obligation 
Christian education. his request and 
with his advice new schools were built 
and staffed the first these was 
Guardian Angels, taught the Bene- 
dictine Sisters from Atchison. Then fol- 
lowed other schools: Assumption, St. 
Stephen, St. Stanislaus, St. Ann, Holy 
Cross, Annunciation, Holy Trinity, Our 
Lady Guadalupe, St. Elizabeth, St. 
Francis Xavier, St. Louis, Holy Rosary, 
St. Therese, St. Augustine, and St. Peter. 

Thus was built the present parochial 
school system Kansas City. The 
bishop even had plans for central high 
school, the vicinity which Lillis 
High School now stands, but was left 
his successor, the Most Reverend 
Edwin O’Hara, make these plans 
materialize. 

Perhaps the crowning achievement 
Bishop Lillis’ administration head 


the Kansas City diocese was the erection 


St. John’s Seminary. He, like Bishop 
Hogan before him, had always looked for- 
ward the time when seminary would 
established the diocese. But only 
when, under his capable and careful 
financial direction, every institution 
the diocese was out debt did the Bishop 
launch his plans for the seminary. 
made his first announcement the din- 
ner given honor the twenty-fourth 
anniversary his consecration. took 
the initiative from the very first and car- 
ried the appeal personally into every 
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parish and mission the diocese, 
which the people responded most gener- 
ously. Bishop personally saw the 
drawing the plans, the letting the 
contracts, and the many other details 
incident erecting building this 
kind. 

Finally, the Feast the Assump- 
tion 1931, the forty-sixth anniversary 
his ordination, Bishop Lillis dedicated 
St. John’s Seminary, and this day its 
students, like their beloved founder, 
fondly cherish sincere devotion Mary, 
the Mother God. 

Two Bishop Lillis’ outstanding 
characteristics were his humanity and his 
charity, both which were well 
brought out his numerous charitable 
projects and endeavors. 1911 when 
the city desired cut Gillham Road 
through the premises the Little Sisters 
the Poor, with the Bishop’s help the 
Sisters built their present home 53rd 
and Highland Avenue. his daily 
drives Mount St. Mary’s Cemetery, 
would frequently stop roadside 
stand buy something take his 
Little Sisters. 

Another pet project his was the 
House the Good Shepherd south 
Troost, for was always most interested 
helping young girls. Again 1911, 
when the location the St. Joseph Home 
for Working Girls had become un- 
desirable that the Sisters Mercy were 
obliged discontinue the work tem- 
porarily, Bishop Lillis was most anxious 
that the work continued. Therefore, 
February 1921, Miss Catherine Lillis, 
together with other heirs the Lillis 
gave the family home used 
for that purpose. Since its solemn open- 
ing, April 16, 1921, with the Bishop offi- 
has borne the name St. 
Catherine’s Working Girls’ Home. 

The Bishop also helped rebuild St. 
Joseph’s Orphanage when had been 
destroyed fire 1921. Many like 


incidents could cited, for there was not 
one the many charitable institutions 
the diocese that did not come for 
its share the Bishop’s time, support, 
and interest. 

Extensive were his interests his 
own city and diocese, Bishop Lillis also 
gave great deal his time the work 
which was vice-chairman the execu- 
tive committee, and chairman the 
social department. Moreover, for nine- 
teen years served trustee the 
Catholic University America, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

September 12, 1935, Bishop Lillis 
celebrated his Golden Jubilee Conven- 
iion Hall. the very same day was 
proclaimed assistant the pontifical 
throne, honor which few members 
the Catholic hierarchy attain, and which 
carries with the rank being member 
the papal household. 

Nor has anything yet been told the 
Bishop man the genial host his 
delightful conversation, his sparkling 
humor, his sincere good will, his. inborn 
courtesy. The following gives evidence 
the high esteem which Bishop Lillis 
was held. came from non-Catholic 
millionaire. After stating that everyone 
who knew Bishop Lillis considered him, 
all things, the outstanding citizen 
Kansas City and the State Mis- 
souri, said: 

could donate and distribute mil- 
lions, but could not gain the public standing, 
the recognition and confidence that Bishop Lillis 
enjoys. cannot bought except the way 
and for the price that paid for that is, 
fifty years constant, conscientious devotion 
and effort the best society, especially the 
needy and unfortunate that are the by-products 
progress and commerce. 

His priests and his faithful praised him 
for his tenderness, his devotion and for all 
those splendid qualities which made him 
stand head and shoulders above the rest 
men, not only physically, but spiritu- 
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ally and mentally well. 

This, then, was the man the priest 
God, who the thirty-fourth anni- 
versary his consecration was stricken, 
and just two days later, December 29, 
1938, answered the summons his Master 
after fifty-three years faithful work 
the vineyard Christ. 


May his motto, “Christ, True Light,” 
remain stamped the minds and hearts 
all who knew and loved him that they 
may forth with the memory such 
great man God spread the Light 
Christ the darkness our world to- 
day. 


English Landmarks and Downside Abbey 


EPTEMBER often fine month 
England. The countryside, par- 
ticularly the west coast, has fresh green 
look that lasts well into autumn. During 
visit there year ago, started out 


from Bath auto one sunny morning 
and headed for the nearby village 
Stratton-on-the-Fosse. common with 
many English villages, has famous 
landmark, the Benedictine monastery, 
Downside Abbey, whose patron Pope 
Gregory the Great. were newcomers 
Somersetshire, the site the ancient 
Roman occupation, and were our way 
visit friends and see the famous 
Abbey Church. 

Along the way, stopped ask 
shopkeeper about the route. told 
“straight along,” and soon would 
spy the great square tower the Abbey 
Church. “Always keep the Tower 
your right,” said. Then glancing 
our New York license plates, began 
praise the fine American “chaps” had 
met during the War. “Kept heart 
mouth the way they’d whistle their 
jeeps around these hills,” declared. 
“But they never liked our left hand drive. 
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Just blasted nuisance, they called it.” 
agreed. But then, said, there 
were many nice things that made for 
like the ready kindness the people 
and the never-failing courtesy English 
motorists. 

The road ahead was narrow but excel- 
lently paved. After hour’s drive 
through picturesque villages and farm 
lands, reached Stratton. pretty 
village with strip prim little houses, 
each with garden, lining one side the 
main highway. Opposite them stretch 
the rolling wooded acres Downside 
Abbey. Some the gardens are fenced 
like that our friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
gateway bears the name, St. Thomas 
More’s Place. 

During their life Stratton, the Camp- 
bells have been devoted St. Thomas 
More and the Abbey. That morning 
Mr. Campbell had left the house early, 
his wife said. was finishing some 
work the Abbey library, and when 
drove over fetch him, was toiling 
away the proofs his latest volume 
St. Thomas More, Erasmus, Tyndale 
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and, More. “old Reading boy,” and 
steeped Benedictine traditions, Mr. 
Campbell has for many years been associ- 
ated with the renowned Downside School. 
And through his friendship, young 
man, with Aidan Cardinal Gasquet and 
the several abbots who have succeeded 
him, knows the Abbey few lay- 
men do. 

“Come now,” said, “you must see 
the Church first.” walked over 
the Gothic stone structure that Cardinal 
Gasquet, Prior Downside, had plan- 
ned 1875. The Church spacious. 
This impressed one when standing 
the vestibule looking the north aisle 
flanked with columns that terminate 
pointed arches. the long vista, the 
arches seem overlap and dwindle away. 

the foot the sanctuary, Mr. Camp- 
bell paused tell how Cardinal Gasquet 
planned the Church: “One morning, 
received check the mail, given toward 
the erection the Lady Chapel. was 
quite pleased, and company with 
another monk started out this very 
spot. Immediately, began pacing out 
the length the Abbey Church. When 
got far the altar steps right 
about here his companion suggested 
that had gone far enough. ‘No,’ the 
Prior said, mean have splendid 
And paced the exact 
spot where the Lady Chapel now ends. 
about 230 feet all.” 

With twinkle his eye, Mr. Camp- 
bell said the Cardinal was sometimes 
twitted about his Church. And 
occasion, was reminded that the 
Spaniards once resolved build cathe- 
dral Burgos such magnificence that 
future generations would say they were 
mad have begun it. The Abbey 
Church was, course, great venture. 
But today, stands almost completed, 
needing only two bays the nave. 
Despite its youth, has the age-old grace 
and charm ancient cathedral. 


Cardinal Gasquet, would seem, envi- 
sioning the work was writing 
early Tudor church history, quietly de- 
termined replace for Catholic England 
the grandeur Winchester, Canterbury, 
and Lincoln, each which has been under 
Anglican jurisdiction since the Reforma- 
tion. 

Hours could spent seeing the Abbey 
Church the exquisite shades blue 
the stained glass windows the Lady 
Chapel, the wood carving the Chapel 
St. Isidore, one the fifteen side 
chapels, the great marble tomb Car- 
dinal Gasquet and that the Irish mar- 
tyr, Oliver Plunket. Like many Europe- 
churches, Downside has miraculous 
statue the Blessed Virgin. 

the original reclining statue 
Our Lady, the Mr. Campbell 
said. “It used venerated the 
Palma Cathedral Majorca, and during 
the Middle Ages the people followed 
procession the Feast the Assump- 
tion. When the Moors threatened Pal- 
ma, the statue was hidden Majorcan 
village and replica put its place 
the Cathedral.” 
graduate Downside School accidently 
came during visit the Island. 
The Majorcans permitted him bring 
Abbot Ramsey Downside Abbey. 
was curious know how they learned its 
history. “An archaeologist Majorca, 
friend mine,” Mr. Campbell said, 
considerable research and sent 
all the details.” described the 
beautiful ceremony that held each year 
August when the statue, sur- 
rounded candles and flowers, lies 
the Lady Chapel where many come 
pray. “Our Lady,” Mrs. Campbell add- 
ed, “is very gracious with her favors.” 

visitor Downside Abbey must see 
the School which has been famous ever 
since its foundation the seventeenth 
century Douai, Flanders, where the 
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English Benedictines were exile. 
took few minutes walk from the 
Church the quadrangle with its smooth- 
surfaced white stone buildings. They 
are three stories high and modern de- 
sign, but there Norman sturdiness 
about them that emphasized the 
turreted low square tower over the 
entrance. tarried one the large 
airy class rooms and then peeked 
the senior students’ dining hall. 
quite inviting, and must especially 
cold days when the large fireplace 
aglow and taking the nip out the 
English winter. There are accommoda- 
tions for twelve-hundred students. 
preparatory school for English universi- 
ties, the curriculum follows the traditional 
lines the English public schools, Eton 
and Harrow. And like them, Downside 
School has its “tie.” 

Out the open again, stood for 
mement the midday sun looking over 
the carefully tended terrace. 
bury near here, isn’t it?” asked. “Oh, 
Glastonbury!” Both the Campbells chim- 
in. Yes, was quite near, about 
twelve miles the southwest. 
course, there nothing left the once 
famous Abbey except the Glastonbury 
Tor and wealth legends that are 
twined about King Arthur, Avalon, 
Joseph Arimathea, and St. Patrick, 
supposedly its first abbot, all fascinating 
tales from the ready pen William 
Malmesbury. But the spirit the an- 
cient Abbey still lives. The Abbot 
Downside the titular Abbot Glaston- 
bury and bears his shield effigy 
St. Richard Whiting, the last abbot, who 
was martyred the time the destruc- 
tion the Abbey during the Reformation. 

The courage the Benedictines, 
mused! Their traditional motto, Ora 
labora, has ever inspired them Glas- 


Page Thirty 


tonbury, Downside, and, only two weeks 
before, had been which 
still young and vigorous after its 
thousand years the Swiss Alps. “But 
there something more,” Mr. Campbell 
insisted. “You must see the Wells 
Cathedral. not far, and has 
interesting affiliation with Downside.” 
was right. one who can help 
ever misses Wells. 

was short drive from Stratton 
the town which lies the foot the 
Mendip hills. After luncheon old 
Georgian inn, strolled over the 
Cathedral (now Anglican, but for period 
the Middle Ages united with the Bene- 
dictine Abbey nearby Bath) which has 
some the finest figure. sculpture 
Europe. “It’s that rose window the 
Lady Chapel that want you note 
especially,” Mr. Campbell said. has 
obviously been mended, but glowed like 
cluster jewels the afternoon sun. 
“Well, here’s the story,” want on. 
“Bombs shattered the window during the 
first War and instead tossing away the 
fragments, the Bishop Wells and his 
friend, Abbot Horne Downside, decid- 
piece them together. They spent 
hours here patiently working out the 
pattern.” What theme for play, 
thought. And the title could 
ship the Cathedral.” 

was late afternoon when left 
Wells. The sun was low behind the 
Bishop’s grey stone palace, built the 
eleventh century and separated from the 
Cathedral moat. Swans glided 
along the water tolerant the antics 
brood gannets. rose garden, the 
pride the Bishop’s wife, was full 
bloom. The little drawbridge over the 
moat was because too many visitors 
had ventured across gather souvenirs. 
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Benedictine Training and Christian 


the season graduations. 
All over America during these weeks, 
the last May and the first June, 
progression from one academic level 
another, from school, from study and 
preparation work and application, 
being ceremoniously observed. Gradu- 
ation has become much part the 
American scene, has become well 
established American institution, 
that despite graduation day orations, and 
parodies those orations, which have 
become part our national fund 
humor, the custom survives and flourish- 
es. testimony the strength the 
custom may cite the following ex- 
pressions: have crossed the plain; 
the mountain lies “You have 
left the harbor; the ocean lies before 
Thus the themes run. these re- 
marks may be, there much truth 
them. Graduation eventful day, 
especially graduation from college. 
happy parallelism exists between the 
tnaural season and the season gradua- 
tion. Graduation comes the balance 
point between spring and summer, when 
the promise spring remains the 
fresh green the grass, the sprouted 
grain and corn but when the test 
the summer, trial, growth perfec- 
tion for the harvest already impends. 
comes, too, the balance 
point the church year, after the Easter 
season and the feast Pentecost, after 
the seed having fallen into the ground 


Address delivered the Commencement Exer- 


cises Mount St. Scholastica College, June 
1950. 


and died has sprouted, and after the 
Holy Spirit has been poured forth over 
the whole earth. comes the begin- 
ning the summer season the church 
year, the season Pentecost, during 
which the gifts truth and holiness are 
cultivated and nurtured the Church. 
Pentecost marks for the Church the be- 
ginning adulthood. Graduation from 
college sets similar mark. 

Fifteen years ago was graduated, 
you are today, from Benedictine school, 
St. John’s, Collegeville, Minnesota. You, 
graduates Mount St. Scholastica, 
and graduate St. John’s, have 
much incommon. have been formed 
that educational tradition which from 
the sixth century has served form some 
part the Christian student body 
every generation. We, common with 
countless students through the succeed- 
ing centuries, are graduates that system 
learning which implants deep respect 
for the rich experience the past and 
instills vigorous faith the present. 

The providence God has placed 
the present work out our salvation. 
But living the present cannot safe- 
cut ourselves away from the past. 
are the same time representatives 
the Christian tradition, more especial- 
the Benedictine tradition. Willing- 
unwillingly, must bear the marks 
which history has laid upon us. Because 
our common Christian heritage and 
our Benedictine training, should have 
much say each other. For this 
reason, have chosen talk you 
the responsibility Christians for the 
restoration Christian society, and 
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more especially the responsibility 
those who have been schooled 
the Benedictine tradition and experi- 
enced its discipline. 

The century which live has not 
been bright. Darkness for the modern 
man seemed times almost impenetrable. 
One one saw the light which 
thought was being guided grow dim 
century thought was about destroy 
forever, such ignorance, persecution, 
slavery, pain, and torture yes, the very 
fear evil and even the fear fear— 
all returned the twentieth century. 
Like the evil spirit the parable, once 
driven out, they have returned sevenfold. 
have learned bitter experience, 
that evil, too, progressive force, and 
that through the instrumentality 
governmental force, mass education, and 
mass production, the modern world pro- 
vides almost unlimited possibilities for 
its growth. The measure evil 
limited only the fertility imagina- 
tion, the viciousness will, and the 
power those who would exploit men 
for their own ends. Our wrestling not 
with flesh and blood. 

Where the light found? What 
the alternative the darkness and 
evil about us? say Christianity. 
That course, correct. For Chester- 
ton said: “Christianity has not failed; 
has not been tried.” Christianity the 
answer, but can become effective only 
through Christian living. 

Lip service and lapel buttons are not 
enough. The fact that professed 
Christian suffers worldly loss because 
his profession scarcely proves the 
Christianity particular society. 
secure, tolerated Christians because 
are not really Christian, illusion 
which must avoid. pretend 
Christian when really are not 
frightful self-deception. 

Cardinal Saliege, Archbishop Tol- 
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ouse, told the French people the be- 
ginning the past war, that there was 
one miracle which God would not work 
for them. “The miracle you- wait for,” 
said, “will never worked, the 
miracle national recovery, without 
great cost, without personal reform 
and conversion.” 
tion society must accomplished 
through human instruments, and we, 
would these instruments, must 
remember that the first choice the 
Christian really not between heaven 
and hell, but between hell and purgatory, 
the slow, patient, painful purgation, the 
step step ascent. 

The failure Christianity the 
failure Christians. have been too 
self-assured,too complacent, too com- 
fortable. When have offered advice 
our floundering brothers, has often 
been without the support example, 
without understanding charity. 
has been given much the manner 
Eric Gill’s man, standing safely shore 
advising the drowning man the stream 
take good deep breaths fresh air 
wishes survive. More often when 
have bestirred ourselves, have 
offered little more than alarm, accusa- 
tion, and anxiety. 

Having pointed out the obvious fact 
that the world bad state, have 
been quick lay the blame others 
and for our own edification publish 
their sins. Examples such conduct 
are too numerous and too common 
need cataloguing. see manifest 
politics, business, literature, and the arts. 
Through such action have strengthen- 
our own pride and done little dispell 
the ignorance and despair others, 
relieve their anxiety which the prelude 
despair. The Christians the past 
centuries who turned their backs the 
world had some excuse, for the world 
their time was itself arrogant and self 
assured. had turned its back 
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Christianity, progressively rejecting the 
Church, the sacramental system, the 
divinity Christ, and finally the exist- 
ence personal God, the Creator and 
Supreme Being. had turned its back, 
too, the Christian intellectual tradi- 
tion, rejecting first principles reason 
and the natural law, and proceeding con- 
fidently through doubt and skepticism, 
the final uneasy rest the quicksands 
relativism. 

The disposition the world today 
much different from what was the 
past. The world then was arrogant, to- 
day has been brought low. The world 
then was confident, today uncertain 
itself. The world then was deluded. 
Today disillusioned. 

Much this transformation has taken 
place within the past 
Fifteen years ago, when was graduated 
from college, you are today, and 
fellow graduates faced world which was 
different many respects from the world 
into which you will go. But the signs 
the present were there. convinced 
that difficult impossible under- 
stand America and the world 1950 un- 
less have the America the thirties, 
and the world the thirties well mind. 
Today, the future looks uncertain, 
future, that the whole world. There 
strength common endurance and 
experience, even uncertain times. 
the thirties was the future the in- 
dividual which looked bleak, uncertain, 
and even hopeless. were graduated, 
sense, isolation. All the promises 
the philosophy individualism were 
still being made, but the reality was far 
different. There was opportunity 
the land opportunity. bread 
for many the land plenty. The 
economic structure, which Carl Snyder 
stated, approvingly, had been built 
the force avarice and greed, had proved 
its basic unsoundness. The economic 


loss was great and apparent. The social 
scientists, their statistical manner, 
usually speak the depression terms 
man hours lost production units lost. 
Along with this significant economic loss, 
there was much greater loss, more 
clearly shown Europe, but manifest 
here America also. The philosophy 
and way life which had separated the 
individual from society and from his reli- 
gious and metaphysical foundations, had 
finally destroyed the individual’s sense 
his own worth and dignity. This was 
terrible psychological blow, this dis- 
covery that man, who had thought him- 
self all sufficient, was neither important 
himself nor the community men. 
Europe the breakdown belief the 
worth the individual showed itself 
the cruelty and terror, the violent forced 
order Nazism and Fascism, and the 
rising power Communism. America 
this breakdown resulted paralyzing 
state mind. People were overcome 
with bitterness and despair. The writers 
the generation had common message, 
disillusionment. Whether the particular 
stress was poverty and social injustice 
paganism anarchy, the message 
was one disillusionment. The theme 
loomed large Steinbeck, Farrell, Wolfe, 
Algren, and Hemingway. 

Significant were the economic effects 
the depression the psychological effects 
were even more significant. The despera- 
tion men who saw their life’s work 
crash before them the compensating 
passion for security left marks which time 
has not easily erased, and which the ex- 
perience the second World War has 
served only emphasize. 

One the characters Eliot’s 
The Cocktail Party makes this pointed 
statement: can become itself 
illusion rest it.” There were 
many who rested 
They remained bitter and despairing, 
contemptuous life and human nature; 
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they made illusion disillusion. 
There were many others who were moved 
constructive action. Men whom 
disillusionment bore good fruit. pro- 
duced them first wary criticism 
the accepted principle inevitable prog- 
ress and the magic individual effort. 

moved them seek again for first 
principles. aroused them con- 
cern for social justice and moved them 
common, corporate effort for the 
practical solution economic and social 
problems. set against the totalitarian 
concept, the concept the common good, 
and proposed social effort for the solu- 
tion social problems. Much good 
came out what appeared un- 
mitigated evil. Much more 
drawn from it. can see this, God’s 
writing straight with crooked lines, 
further example the parable the 
cockle the wheat. This the truly 
Christian point view. This was the 
viewpoint the late Cardinal Suhard, 
great archbishop Paris, who was able 
survey the chaos left the late war 
and find that chaos great principle 
unity. Old barriers, pointed 
out, were broken, old fixed ideas were 
shattered, and new lines communica- 
tion set up. This condition, continues 
the Cardinal, offers Catholics great op- 
portunity for building new Christian 
order. 

This, undoubtedly, the Christian 
attitude, but how this Christian dispo- 
one sure formula, one pattern for all 
follow. But for those who have 
been educated the Benedictine tradi- 
tion there is, believe, pattern and 
example which must consider most 
seriously. Benedictine pattern 
and example. The Holy Rule St. 
Benedict has been characterized 
most excellent abridgement the Gos- 
pels, and the Benedictine community life 
epitome the Christian com- 
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munity life. 


VIRGIL’s PLAN 


the time great unrest between 
World War and World War had 
this country the beginnings great 
Christian movement social reforma- 
tion. the press world events, dur- 
ing and since the war, have lost sight 
these important beginnings. Graduates 
the thirties, who like you were inter- 
ested vital Christian reformation,” 
had guide and example follow. 
This guidance and example flowed large- 
from through one man, Benedic- 
tine monk, who his own way his 
teaching and example, embodied the 
Benedictine teachings traditions. 
was, the words his biographers, 
“strong little man, full initiative, 
confident that his name not that 
stranger you. was Dom Virgil 
Michel, monk St. John’s Abbey, 
leader the liturgical movement 
America, friend and adviser the Cath- 
olic Worker Movement, student and ar- 
dent proponent the co-operative move- 
ment, supporter the great books move- 
ment, interracial movements, and 
the labor movement. was student, 
teacher, and leader. 

Although Father Virgil was interested 
many things, for with St. Paul held 
that should accept “all things good,” 
stressed his program four points. 
These were not separate and distinct, but 
distinguishable parts the whole. They 
may briefly summed up: 

emphasized the importance 
the liturgy and the need under- 
standing and participating liturgical 
worship. 

saw the need revitalized 
study philosophy and its bearing 
modern problems thought, science, 
and conduct. 

stressed the need continued 
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efforts social reform, and for the 

Christian participation such reform 

movements. 

keenly perceived the sacramen- 

tal nature things and urged the need 

for realization the Christian voca- 
tion and the practice that voca- 
tion. 

These were the four corners Dom 
Virgil’s integrated program: liturgy, vital 
philosophy, social reform, and vocation. 
his vibrantly living theory the re- 
construction society the return the 
liturgy, which thought basic and 
primary any reconstruction, can not 
separated from the positive applica- 
tion the doctrine the Mystical Body 
social problems. the same way 
held that philosophy vital must 
applied modern problems. 

should like quote Father Virgil’s 
own words answer the question: 
“What the basic idea this 

that the Mystical Body Christ— 
that was not only well known the 
early Christians but also primary inspiration 
for all their conduct and 

The doctrine the Mystical Body was ex- 
plained Christ under the example the vine 
and the branches, and St. Paul under the 
picture the human body composed head 
and members. When through the liturgical 
initiation Baptism enter the Church, 
that same fact become intimately united 
with Christ members the Mystical Body 
which the Head. Christ then most 
truly and supernaturally our Brother; are 
all children God very special and sublime 
manner; are all brethren together who are 
intimately united the one Christ. this 
holy fellowship find harmonious combina- 
tion the two complementary factors man- 
kind, that is, organic fellowship, coupled with 
full respect for human personality and individual 
responsibility. (An address delivered the Con- 
vention the Minnesota branch the Central 
Verein, Mankato, Sept. 22-24, 1935. Printed 
Orate Fratres, Nov. 1935) 

Dom Virgil insists that this doctrine 
the Mystical Body not con- 
sidered merely abstract doctrine 
but that should the basis our 


every thought and action. adds: 


... becoming members the Mystical 
Body Christ through Baptism, longer 
belong ourselves alone but above all Christ 
and His cause. All our good actions and 
merits likewise, which perform only through 
Christ, belong strictly Christ for the purpose 
Christ. 

The social consequences his teaching 
areclear. participate the liturgy 
according this teaching, take 
full responsibility for our fellow men dis- 
regarding national boundaries, differ- 
ences race, culture. the 
thirties this meant that Christians had 
look for the Christian solution the 
economic and social problems. Many 
the pressing evils, obviously, had re- 
sulted from unbridled individualism. Co- 
operation was one answer. The Christian 
spirit had breathed into the co- 
operative movement; cooperatives had 
adapted America. Father Virgil 
studied the cooperative movement 
Canada. meet the immediate needs 
the destitute encouraged Houses 
Hospitality and the Catholic Worker 
efforts. sensible and limited agrarian- 
ism offered help. Labor unions, penetrat- 
with Christian spirit, well In- 
dustrial Councils were deemed necessary. 
Father Virgil did not propose one simple 
answer. thought all suggestions worth 
fair trial provided they were proposed 
good faith and offered some hope im- 
provement. did not propose the 
moving and “taking over for our side” 
technique. Social regeneration real- 
ized was organic problem, not one 
solved force, deception. Such 
means are not Christian. The Christian 
can convert only changing the mind 
and the will. Force can never for him 
positive means; neither privileged 
deceive. The Christian must right 
about both ends and means. This puts 
him some temporal disadvantage, 
competition with opposition the Fascist 
variety, which proclaiming right ends, 
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has little regard for just means, and also 
with the Communist variety, which seek- 
ing wholly wrong ends, confuses ad- 
vocating some right means, and desirable 
intermediate objectives. The world 
seeking the knowledge right ends, and 
seeking also the knowledge and example 
right means those ends. 

The fourth point Dom Virgil’s pro- 
gram emphasizes the idea the Christian 
vocation. This point great impor- 
tance. Whereas the general notion 
calling vocation still survives among 
Christians, two things have happened 
which have weakened its effect. the 
one hand, its meaning has been gen- 
eralized that has little significance for 
individual Christians; the other, where 
its meaning remains specific, has been 
restricted application callings 
the priestly and religious life. 

Actually this loss the awareness 
vocation another subtle manifestation 
the securalization our society. 
not something which has happened 
over night. not wholly the product 
the materialism the modern age, 
nor can find the beginnings this 
change the Reformation. The first 
signs the trend were evident much 
earlier. Medieval monks defended their 
discontinuing manual labor 
grounds that such work was incompat- 
ible with spiritual progress. The work 
the middle class traders and merchants 
was denied status the medieval order. 
There much truth the protest the 
soldier The Diary Country Priest 
who declared that Joan Arc was the 
last Christian soldier. Since that time 
the soldier has often been called 
fight for Christianity, but rarely fight 
Christian. has been admitted 
that Christians make good soldiers, but 
rarely that military service might make 
good Christian. with the fields 
work old vocations were lost and new 
ones were not recognized. 
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Along with this progressive loss the 
sense vocation there has been cor- 
responding loss the meaning pro- 
fession and neglect the practice. This 
sense another sign the denial and 
rejection sacramentalism. Medieval 
Christian society, for all its faults and 
there were many, was essentially pro- 
fessional society, that is, its members 
were professed Christians. The medieval 
man, having received vocation acci- 
dent birth, choice within the 
limits permitted him, professed that 
calling. The oath allegiance the 
serf was his profession. The promises 
the craftsman upon his admission the 
guild was similarly profession 
were the vows the knights and the 


religious, and even the coronation oaths. 


the rulers. Profession was essentially 
public and formal acceptance vo- 
cation, public and formal acceptance 
that this was the way which the in- 
dividual Christian was work out his 
own salvation and promote the common 
good. 

not advocating, nor did Dom 
Virgil, any jumping back the supposed- 
good days nicely ordered, highly 
stratified society. cannot solve our 
problems dreaming romantic dreams 
new medievalism. not good 
put new wine old bottles. live 
formally classless society, despite 
Marx, rather than because him. 
the society the present must make 
our way. this formless society 
must each make choice life’s work 
and having made that choice, having 
been called, must accept God’s 
way for us. Thus will complete the 
perfect square Dom Virgil’s teaching 
and example, Benedictine teaching and 
example, and the teaching and example 
the Church. 

1950 the particulars have changed, 
yet the basic challenge remains. Each 
you graduates must your part 
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the restoration all things Christ. 
Each you must accept that part, op- 
timistically, confident that only through 
Christianity can mankind resolve the 
great problems time and eternity, 
good and evil, nature and 
super-nature. You must turn the 
task with humility, yet with good spirit, 
aware your own inadequacy, yet con- 
fident obedience the order: “To re- 


store all things Christ.” 

You are responsible for triple restora- 
tion the restoration the order 
justice, the order charity, and 
the order grace. Only when this 
accomplished will there rest, for the 
order justice the mark the Father; 
the order Charity, that the Son; 
and the order Grace that the Holy 
Spirit. 


Stained Glass Windows the Choir Chapel 


Fret 


now, although interesting, very 
likely less important than the wuy, 

for this reason, the discussion here will 
limited the latter interrogation. 
The primary concern this article 

series eighteen stained glass windows 
which will placed the Choir Chapel 
the Sisters St. Benedict Atchison, 
Kansas. Since the chapel has been com- 
pletely renovated, the relatively large 
window openings called for careful study. 
The admission light and the repelling 
wind and rain were adequately taken 
care the installation large, clear 
sheets transparent glass. Physically 
now everything was good shape. 
this point things were good and safe but 
the next step, though pregnant with pos- 
sibilities, was also fraught with danger. 
belief commonly held and often voiced 
that “the church interior does not ap- 
pear church-like character without 
colored and leaded windows.” Obvious- 
ly, though stained glass windows any- 
thing which placed the church 
for effect, without serving fundamental 
need, physically, aesthi- 


cally had best avoided. The chief 
concern not with effect with charac- 
ter but with truth and good character. 
This the very core the matter. 
Truth and effect are frequently confused 
and goodness and richness suffer similar 
misunderstanding. this point apt 
loom common error which needs 
clarification. History reveals that Christi- 
anity flowered the period which the 
great Gothic cathedrals were built, speci- 
fically the twelfth and thirteenth cen- 
turies. far good. But the con- 
clusions reached are often not based 
logic understanding. Christianity 
flowered not because Gothic architec- 
ture but architecture flourished because 
grew out deep religious fervor 
which was alive and zealous. The crfts-a 
men that era did not much work 
for the church but were part THE 
They used materials available 
them and employed structural skills 
the very limits their knowledge. 
try recapture the truths which 
they lived and worked merely copy- 
ing what they did would little avail. 
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Such procedure would reveal scarcely 
more than understanding the ex- 
ternal forms they have come down 
us. But admirable work with 
zeal similar theirs and that way 
become they were. fact pos- 
what they did. They were truthful 
using the materials and skills their day 
the very limits their capabilities 
and attained pinnacle success rarely 
equalled. Man for man they were 
more energetic, nor wise nor imaginative 
than the artists our time. Why then 
their greatness? not difficult 
find the answer. They lived spiritual 
age, ours sensate one. However, 
they men, Christians and artists 
made their age what was, and modern 
Christians have the same potentialities 
that they can evaluate all that they 
and make the light the truth, 
the light Christ’s teaching. The 
Holy Spirit did not drop the wayside 
somewhere the fourteenth century; 
still with us. 

Out this principle evolves. Art 
concerned with time and place. The 
Cathedral Notre Dame built Char- 
tres the thirteenth century represents 
communal visual prayer individuals 
highly skilled their various crafts. 
could not escape being true, good and 
beautiful. copy the Cathedral 
Notre Dame Chartres built among the 
skyscrapers New York would out 
place, and would best achieve de- 
gree archaelogical value. But archae- 
ology deals with buried things while art 
deals with life. 

The present age has gone through 
reign aesthetic terror, but the shadows 
coming events are clear. possible 
again breathe great gulps fresh air. 
Good buildings are rising and under- 
standing pure form stripped non- 
essentials growing. There promise 
that the wild fermentation recent years 
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will settle down good wine. 

After this preamble, shall return 
the windows the Choir Chapel. Glass, 
lead, steel, and painted lines. These are 
the elements which into the making 
stained glass windows. Color, line, 
and texture are the means employed. 
Then there the story. The right order- 
ing these parts the whole makes for 
goodness. Glass here used relatively 
large units that the full play texture 
and tone may flow unhindered. Lead 
forms opaque lacey pattern and should 
not used achieve richness without 
purpose. Steel the basic structural 
material forming strong horizontal 
The painted lines, consisting vitrifiable 
pigment, define detail and supplement 
the leads but may never imitate con- 
fuse them. Now words fail. Father 
Gerald Vann The Heart Man points 
the reason: “Art speaks sym- 
bol; not statement fact (except 
secondary way), but evocation 
deep awareness and deep rooted 
dream.” 

Ten the windows the north side 
the chapel contain events from the life 
St. Benedict, and the eight windows 
the south side depict passages from 
the Holy Rule. The subjects the win- 
dows recall that particular virtue sug- 
gested the passage event portrayed 
the window. The angel the top 
symbolizes the particular virtue expressed 
the sections below. Two the center 
sections each window represent 
event from the life St. Benedict 
passage from the Rule; the sections above 
and below symbolically present house- 
hold activities. 

Symbols are used extensively through- 
out the windows their instructive and 
meditative qualities, particularly 
chapel serving the religious, need not 
defended. They invite active par- 
ticipation and constant searching 
new thought. They likewise afford 
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less restricted medium expression— 
the opportunity saying much within 
limited space. 

Repeated references are made nature 
and the use forms from nature con- 


sistent because from these derived the 
spirit St. Benedict nearness 
Christ through all that has made and 
through all that simple and beautiful. 


Bede, The Scientist 


ENERABLE Bede, the Anglo-Saxon 

monk the seventh century, spent 
sixty-five his seventy-two years within 
the walls the Benedictine Abbey 
Jarrow. Historians concur acclaiming 
him one the great scholars all time. 
Only passing glance the variety 
subjects treated this scholarly monk 
necessary convince the reader his 
versatile genius and the scope his con- 
tributions general learning. However, 
when one attempts ascertain what 
impetus his works gave specific field 
knowledge, the problem becomes more 
complex. Such has been found 
the case the present study which pur- 
ports examine the nature and extent 
his treatises. 

Students are indebted Volume 
the Giles edition' for the complete list 
“scientific works” usually ascribed 
the Venerable Bede. becomes appar- 
ent once that for seventh-century 
writers the term “science” was used ina 
broad and general sense contradictinc- 
tion the restricted sense which the 
term employed contemporary 
scientists. 


Giles, D.C.L., The Complete Works 


Venerable Bede. Original Latin, London, 
Whittaker Co., 1843-1844. 


order appreciate and evaluate 
Bede’s works necessary remember 
that not only had read all the great 
works written his time but also 
that was fired with passion com- 
municate his knowledge others. For 
this reason was well equipped begin 
his teaching duties the Abbey School 
Jarrow even before his ordination 
the priesthood. His desire impart 
truth not only determined his line 
duty but conditioned the quality his 
writings well. Unlike his contempo- 
rary, Aldhelm, who “loved words and the 
manipulating words for their own 
sake,” Bede strove attract and teach 
the power his story his argument 
itself, not the color which clothed 

The Opuscula Scientifica, sixth vol- 
ume the Giles series, lists first the tract 
called Orthographia Liber.” This 
short treatise arranged alphabetical 
form which explains the art using cor- 
rect letters for words. the author 
also points out different meanings for 
words whose spelling nearly alike. 
was written, while Bede was deacon, 


Eleanor Duckett, Anglo Saxon Saints and 
Scholars, New York, The Macmillan Company, 
1947, 239. 
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serve manual supplement his lec- 
tures the classroom Jarrow. The 
book might more aptly termed “Ran- 
dom Jottings for Drilling Students,” 
since its form one notes and appears 
have been compiled solely for his own 
use. 

The two books next included the 
Opuscula Scientifica and generally held 
have been written Bede prior 
his ordination are the “De Artica 
Metrica” and the “De Schematibus 
Tropis Sacrae Scripturae.” the former 
work Bede discusses the technique 
arranging letters and words rhythmic 
and metrical form. likewise treats 
the best form song and the various 
types scansion. The latter book 
composed two short treatises which 
deal with the figures, types, and meta- 
phors occurring Sacred Scripture. His 
purpose writing the treatises was prac- 
wished make the art 
meter accessible his students and 
prove that the charm rhythmic verse 
existed Biblical literature long before 
the period Greek classicism. While 
these works would not classified today 
scientific, still they represent scien- 
tific approach learning. 

Next the series Bede’s scientific 
works appears the Natura Rerum. 
The exact date this work not known, 
but commentators agree that was writ- 
ten before the year 725, and was intended 
primarily textbook elementary 
science. comprises fifty-one chapters 
and covers most what Pliny had given 
his Natural History and what Isidore 
Seville had written concerning the 
natural world. There scarcely topic 
geography astronomy that Bede 
has left untouched. times his treat- 
ment very extensive and others, 
more brief. The first chapter “De 
Natura Rerum” bears this title: “Con- 
cerning the Four-fold Work God.” 
classifies the various creatures 
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which subsequently treats more 
complete and detailed fashion. Bede’s 
approach and method may briefly 
stated. The divine operation which cre- 
ated and governs the world, says, 
distinguished four fold manner: 


those things which are not made but which 
are eternal 

those things which were simultaneously 
created 

those things which were progressively cre- 
ated the six biblical days 

those things, which, because the power 
God, continue act according their 
nature.3 


VIII, Celestial Waters” 
that “waters the firmament separate 
spiritual from corporeal creatures.” The 
author comments the five zones 
know them, the four types winds 
(northerly, southerly, easterly, and west- 
ernly), the course and order the 
planets, the signs the zodiac, the Milky 
Way (De Lacteo Circulo), the positions 
the moon which describes “supine, 
erect, and prone.” gives interest- 
ing explanation eclipses sun and 
moon and tells where the same may not 
occur and why. According Bede, 
comets foretell deaths, pestilence, wars 
wind heat. Thunder caused 
the cracking clouds winds escape 
from them. Lightning appears when 
clouds strike together, “Nam omnium 
rerum collisio ignem creat.” adds 
that lightning rare winter and sum- 
mer. For Bede the rainbow manifests 
four dominant colors each which 
associates with some part the physical 
universe. speaks “the red fire 
heaven, the water, the hyacinth 
air, and the green grassy earth.” 
advances explanation for rain, 
hail, and snow. accounts for the 
storms and for pestilences. discusses 
why that the ocean restless and un- 
ceasingly rises and falls while the sea 
calm and neither rises nor subsides. 


Giles, op. cit., Natura Rerum. 
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adduces reasons why the Red Sea red 
and discusses the position and form 
the earth well its quakings, its in- 
ternal fires (volcanoes) and its divisions. 

The Natura Rerum undoubtedly 
the greatest Bede’s scientific works and 
merits praise from even the modern, 
specialized scientist and that for two 
reasons: “It assembles into one focus the 
wisest opinions the ancients the sub- 
jects discusses, continually refers 
the phenomena nature natural 

Although this work was produced 
the early days Bede’s teaching career 
before had reached literary maturity, 
tremendous importance the de- 
velopment thought. manifests 
mind sound philosophic tendency 
which exerted powerful influence his 
contemporaries leading them cor- 
rect mode thinking subjects 
scientific interest and value. The body 
true scientific knowledge was very 
meager and imperfect the seventh 
century. For this reason Bede was 
position ascertain the true natural 
causes things they are known today. 
What significant throughout all 
Bede’s writings the fact that con- 
stantly employs the principle referring 
events and happenings nature its 
own laws and forces. 

displays singular freedom from 
superstition, prejudice, and the use 
theological arguments prove natural 
scientific phenomena. “Although 
teach that thunder and lightning were 
the collisions the clouds and that earth- 
quakes were the effect winds rushing 
through the spongy caverns the earth 
were erroneous deductions, yet they were 
light itself compared with the supersti- 
tions which other notions have attached 
these 

The “De Temporibus appears 


Sharon Turner, History the Anglo-Saxons, 


the series scientific works offered 
Giles. the lesser Bede’s two 
works, “On Times,” and should possibly 
carry the subtitle “Liber Minor.” The 
author wrote this book for his students 
that they might have little manual 
chronology and also, fact which more 
important, that they and others who 
would read the book might share his own 
views concerning the never-ending dispute 
regarding the correct date Easter. 


this work Bede presents very de- 
tailed discussion the divisions time. 
begins with the smaller temporal units 
such the day, the night, the week, and 
the month, then treats the solstice, 
the equinox, and the progresses the 
year. later chapters treats the 
“Argumenta Titulorum Paschalium” and 
the “De Sacramento Temporis Paschalis.” 
For Bede, the word given 
wide significance and used convey 
the mystical meaning underlying any 
fact. 

The “De Temporibus has 
alternate title “Liber Temporibus 
Maior” which may explain why the recent 
Jones edition Bede’s works published 
the Mediaeval Academy places be- 
fore the smaller work. 

According Bede’s own preface the 


book, his two earlier works, that is, the 
Temporibus Minor” and “De Natura 
Rerum,” were too sketchy and condensed 
for his students, and they requested 
more extended treatment certain topics, 
particularly those which had reference 
time. Curiously enough, Bede ad- 
dressed this book his abbot while 
maintaining style suited for students. 
begins with passages the art 
speaking with the fingers (De Computo 
vel Loquela Digitorum). This section 
followed hints and aids for children’s 
games which indicates that wrote for 
very young pupils. the book pro- 


Ibid., 404 
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gresses, the style changes and becomes Phlebolomia.” Since the character 
more suited the mature mind. His these works adds nothing what has al- 
work shows that demanded the ready been written concerning Bede’s 
memorization the multiplication tables scientific attitude mind, there little 
and “enumerations.” These latter were value discussing them. 
numerical memory aids. said that While correct state that the de- 
Bede had little patience with the use gree exact scientific knowledge known 
tables the expense mathematics. the time Bede small compared 
Bede concludes this work with discussion that which flourished Alexandria 
the year, and the final pages found the days Hipparchus, still Bede’s con- 
description the Easter table ception the natural world represents this 
rubrics. distinct advance over the thought his Not 
For Bede everything viewed the contemporaries. not capricious quite 
great cycle which things come from universe but one ordered ascertainable divers 
God, grow the perfection intended cause and religic 
Him and finally return God. has clear then that Bede’s greatest philos 
been observed how opened his dis- contribution the world science his mon 
cussion the universe classifying mode thinking about scientific matters. that 
God’s creatures into four generic classes. His theories, while leaving much de- 
The same temper mind manifests it- sired, directed the mind into the correct thi 
self here again. When treating the larger path reasoning. promoted men- 
units time, the writer discusses the tal attitude that was sure function inthe 
Six Ages the World which leads him scientifically when the correct series 
then consideration eternity, man’s related events and the determining laws 
portion the Eighth Age. The work were latter discovered. down 
climactic and devotionally sublime. His work perpetual contradiction have 
fail read the final chapters the “De that viewpoint which holds that the art. 
Temporibus injustice advent the Teutonic nations the stand 
Bede’s vision and scope, and the reader Roman empire served only barbarize art 
comes away with only imperfect knowledge. According Turner, Bede ed, 
knowledge the great Anglo-Saxon and taught more natural truths 
mind. According Jones, “Bede saw with fewer errors than any Roman book life. 
everywhere the whole reflected the the same subject had accomplished. 
part and him, the hour, the day, the Thus his work displays advance, not have 
week and the month were but microcosms retrogradation human knowledge; article 
interpreting the greater and from its judicious selection and con- tion 
Smaller works the Opuscula Scienti- centration the best natural philosophy 
fica include: the “De Tonitruis,” the the Roman empire, does high credit dictin 


“De Minutione Sanguinis” and the “Sive the Anglo-Saxon good preser 
Lite 

given 
instan 
Jones (ed.), Bedae Opera Tempori- 
bus, Cambridge, Mass., The Mediaeval Academy 125. Movin 
America, 1943, 138. Turner, op. 404, 
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Philosophy Art for Benedictines 


the outset must say emphatically 
that neither this article treatise 
have neither the intention making 
this polemic nor disparaging article. 
Not polemic article for reasons that are 
quite evident when consider the 
diverse types art schools which our 
religious train. school has its own 
philosophy else while claiming com- 
mon philosophy, the school interprets 
that philosophy different light. The 
student naturally takes with him some 
this philosophy. Consequently there 
tendency express such philosophies 
inthe work the religious. 

Not disparaging article for reasons 
that basic philosophy has not been set 
down and made known. Many religious 
have formulated their own philosophy 
art. Until studied such philosophies 
stand their own merit. One philosophy 
art may good another, provid- 
deeply imbued with the spiritual 
life. 

concluding the prefatory remarks 
have only one word more add. This 
article meant merely presenta- 
tion impressions garnered through 
and observation art Bene- 
dictine life. believe that the philosophy 
presented here entirely Benedictine. 

Literally philosophy means love 
wisdom. this article use 
given branch activity which this 
instance art. These principles are the 
antecedents which exercise real, positive 
upon their consequents. Re- 
moving the formality philosophic 
terms, one can say that the philosophy, 


the body principles underlying 
given branch activity, the founda- 
tion upon which the structure rests. 
the foundation made sound com- 
ponents, then the structure will also 
sound. There will definite stability 
well beauty, utility, and function- 
alism. 

Art consists giving faithful material 
the words St. Thomas est 
ratio recta operum facien- 
dorum. 

The problem now resolves itself into 
finding out what principles, body 
principles are needed give faithful 
ideal. 

These principles are those from which 
things draw their origin, and therefore 
are very similar causes, for cause 
whatever thing positively dependent 
upon either for its reality for its com- 
ing into existence. Further analysis 
shows that our group principles re- 
solve into final, efficient, material, formal, 
first efficient, and supreme final causes. 

The supreme final cause our art 
God. for His greater honor and 
glory that make use our talents. 
The final cause our salvation and the 
salvation others, means our 
works. The First Efficient Cause God 
for created us, and through Him 
that become the efficient causes. The 
material cause consists the ideas and 
the matter work with. These also 
originate with the First Efficient Cause. 
The formal cause consists our methods 
execution. Further analysis these 
principles indicated. The first prin- 
ciple set down that “the supreme final 
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cause our art God. for His 
greater honor and glory that make 
use our talents.” were created 
solely God and for God. His 
munificence granted each individual 
talents that fit that individual. en- 
dowing individual with such talents, 
God expects the creature make use 
them the way they were intended and 
other way. true teacher art 
has been endowed with the talents 
teach art. the teacher ex- 
plore the full possibilities his talents 
and then analyze them, finding out how 
they will best serve honoring and glori- 
fying God. not sufficient merely 
ladel out the students those under 
our care doses material that have 
picked school. For example, one 
teacher acquaintance while giving 
demonstration the spectrum, im- 
pressed the students with the similarity 
between the blending the colors the 
spectrum and the blending the attribut- 
qualities the Trinity. The teacher 
went explain how the various colors 
can used represent the various 
facets God’s beauty. 

The First Efficient Cause God; 
created and through Him that 
become the efficient causes. Certainly 
not have seek far afield find 
example for imitation. have 
studied Christ the God-man. fol- 
low His life and live according His pre- 
cepts, will find difficulty inspir- 
ing others. Our teaching and work will 
reflect the simplicity, the modesty, the 
charity, the faith, and the hope that 
Christ lived. Our students will emulate 
such work more readily than work 
materialistic nature. incompat- 
ible for religious stoop the modern 
materialistic methods and ideas the 
field art for bejeweled golden 
crown grace the head beggar. 

The material cause consists the ideas 
and the matter work with. com- 
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monly said that birds feather flock 
together. the field art find that 
the same condition exists. Similar ideas 
flock together the teacher’s mind. 
They seem nourish each other. 
teacher’s ideas are spiritual, they will 
nourish each other such extent that 
the teacher will naturally become more 
spiritual and his students will also grow 
the spiritual life. The mind that 
cluttered will produce cluttered work. 
The students will also produce similar 
work none all. orderly mind 
impregnated with the life Christ will 
produce orderly work sparkling with in- 
spiration not only for himself but also 
for others. 

Frequently teachers art flit from 
one idea another from one medium 
another, traversing the entire galaxy 
ideas and media. Experimentation 
essential, but should not carried 
the extent that will detrimental. 
The following incident may illustrate 
point. 

Recently while was visiting well- 
known Catholic institution, was intro- 
duced the teacher art who prompt- 
took the art rooms. The rooms 
were filled with the latest and best 
equipment. fact they would vie with 
the best show rooms dealer art 
equipment. Students were scattered all 
over the place. Several features impress- 
forcibly. The first was the absence 
crucifix. Secondly, the presence 
upon the walls two art 
pictures,” one simpering Christ quite 
frequently found so-called religious art 
calendars. The other was reproduction 
wedding-cake Madonna. One glance 
the overly red lips and the impossible 
blueness the eyes was sufficient in- 
spire anyone avoid such work. The 
third feature appeared the blackboard. 
top the board colored chalk ap- 
peared the following words: “The motto 
for the week: Your IMAGINATION.” 
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The students were evidently trying 
use their imaginations. Each work sta- 
tion table was littered with variety 
look, the teacher explained that the stu- 
dents were experimenting. The results 
this flitting and unrestrained experi- 
mentation was evident the breath- 
taking and awe-inspiring array un- 
work surrounding the waste- 
receptacles. There was doubt that 
this particular teacher had formulated 
either poor philosophy none all. 

The formal cause consists our 
methods execution. Looking again 
the life Christ, find that whatever 
did, did faithfully, and utilized 
material His disposal. fed the 
multitude five loaves and two 
utility the entire multitude. Waste- 
fulness was not exhibited Christ’s life. 
Nor should the life religious. 
Utility all materials should passed 
students. They should made 
aware the fact that monetary wealth 
does not mean that wastefulness will 
tolerated. should there waste 
the use materials necessary adjunct 
our vow poverty. 

The final cause our salvation and the 
salvation others, means our 
work. religious know that our 
spiritual life well the spiritual life 
those about benefits suffers 
the way perform our tasks. our 
talents lie the field painting, can 
glean more graces and inspire others 
our works reflect the glory God. 
this not mean that all painting 
should consist images Christ, the 
Blessed Mother, the saints. paint- 
ing can landscape and still reflect 
the glory God. For after all, the sub- 
ject the painting was created God 
for His glory. true portrayal 
portrayal reflecting some facet God’s 


reflected glory nature will inspire others 
more than oil painting effeminate 
Christ, Madonna that more 
than glamor girl with halo. 

understanding these principles 
will reflected the art the religious. 
Unless these principles are understood 
and become the foundation our work 
there will solid foundation. Our 
work will not reflection the glory 
God nor will conducive the 
spiritual advancement those under our 
care. These principles causes motivate 
our work greater lesser degree de- 
pendent upon how deeply have 
penetrated into the spiritual life. 

religious and teachers are bound 
direct not only our lives but also the 
lives the students toward unceasing 
striving after perfection. Living 
modern age, all us, teachers well 
students, are surrounded materialism. 
the materialistic world perfection 
consists excellence attaining 
worldly position deriving material 
wealth. the field the arts, the 
material world looks upon perfection 
excellence the use and knowledge 
the materials. Such perfection not the 
ultimate goal. the religious teacher 
such perfection should but way 
road toward our Creator. Unless this 
road followed and unless and our 
students come closer our Creator, 
have done nothing. 

The work Benedictine may 
termed monumental and the ultimate 
technique. Yet unless the individual 
religious sets before him God goal, 
merely satisfies his physical nature 
and not his whole spiritual being. This 
necessity satisfying the spiritual being 
stems from the fact that are created 
like unto God that God breathed in- 
soul like unto His own. 

God perfection itself. Therefore, 
the greater knowledge have God, 
the more apt are reflect the various 
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parts His perfection. The bond be- 
tween God and man must made secure 
man, man expects attain God 
and perfection. 

The religious who thoroughly imbued 
with the spiritual life planned our 
founder, will never mere aesthete 
pursuring arts for art’s sake. Nor will 
savant nor dilitante who glibly 
discusses art trends and various 
associated with the material world about 
him. will the other hand transmit 
his associates and students spirit 
Godliness, reflecting the rays perfec- 
tion every task however insignificant 
that task may appear. 

Our underlying principles Benedic- 
tines show that everything stems from 


God and must eventually return God. 
Our work and the work the students 
must such quality that will 
pleasing God. must perfct 
the best human abilities. Under such 
conditions such work becomes prayer, 
prayer beauty. 

These principles can applied even 
such mundane things blue prints 
mechanical drawing class even class 
home economics. fact they may 
applied all the work religious does 
whether around the convent, 
the monastery The quickest 
way and the most Benedictine way 
attaining this philosophy contem- 
plating the most perfect mottoes: 
“Ut omnibus glorificetur Deus.” 


Why Vocations Are 


topic Vocations Are Lost,” 
assigned for discussion, vital 
all us, for the crux why 
dearth vocations exists. the various 
sessions the Vocation Workshop, this 
aspect “vocation recruitment” has 
been touched upon and discussed 
general terms, with attempt solu- 
tion. this present session, however, 
perhaps, more specific ideas will receive 
attention, and possible, suggestions for 
relative solution can formulated. 
Each us, doubtless, has experienced 
situations which the seeds vocations 
were apparent, yet they did not come 
fruition. There have been cases the 
seed falling ground which lacked 
proper nourishing qualities, other cases, 


*This address was given the second Annual 
Diocesan Vocation Workshop held Pittsburgh, 
Pa., June 1948, 
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fell stony ground. Having discussed 
the matter with experienced persons, 
having read about it, and having given 
due consideration, convinced that 
the causes vocation loss may classi- 
fied primary and secondary. Contrary 
the rules logical sequence, shall 
state the secondary causes first. Briefly, 
they may summed follows: 
Parental objections. 
Fear the part the prospect— 
fear not persevering; fear the so- 
called disgrace returning the 
world; fear the sacrifice involved. 
The spirit modern paganism and 
secularism prevalent our nation, and 
invading our modern Catholic homes. 
These causes might all elaborated 
upon and analyzed, but the implications 
are obvious. They need, therefore, 
development. Most experienced “recruit- 
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ers” know these hindrances only too well. 
What remedies can applied effectively 
this problem? This question can 
answered only after the primary cause 
has been discussed, for definitely 
fundamental explanation our loss. 
This primary cause and hope 
not startle you with the statement 
ourselves. Yes, religious not 
speak for priests and brothers 
speaking only for the sisterhoods 
ourselves are blame large measure 
for the loss vocations. not 
our false, worldly views, our spiritual 
mediocrity, the spirit secularism 
which invading even the convent, 
repel many promising young boy 
girl? 

religious are presumably the mold- 
ers characters our classrooms; 
have been entrusted the morals, the 
guidance, the character formation our 
Catholic boys and girls. Many the 
parents and grandparents, well the 
children our Catholic homes, are the 
products our Catholic schools. How 
often have heard the statement that 
cannot give what not have: 
have sanctity, cannot give it. our 
children rub elbows all day with spiritual 
mediocrity even worse, will have 
the condition tritely known the vicious 
circle. Are doing anything about 
breaking this vicious circle, are 
our own worldly lives, this same medi- 
ocrity, mere passive goodness, mak- 
ing more stabilized, more concentric, 
more rigid? 

There rational explanation, per- 
haps, for our lack spirituality for 
who our garbs are set apart; for us, 
who stand, were, pedestals. This 
explanation, however, ex- 
cuse. could almost said that Cath- 
education has gone too fast for us; 
have not been able keep pace with 
the requirements both secular interests 


and spirituality. are the un- 
fortunate products our modern times. 

Let explain briefly. One hundred 
years ago there were comparatively few 
schools under Catholic auspices the 
United States. Today there are twenty- 
two archdioceses, and one hundred and 
one dioceses this vast country. Thirty- 
nine thousand five hundred ten priests 
and 146,439 brothers and sisters are edu- 
cating 4,105,675 students 21,885 uni- 
versities, colleges, high schools, and 
elementary schools. (Statistics obtained 
from The Official Catholic Directory for 
1947.) 

You are wondering probably, why 
quote these statistics. have purpose 
doing so. have been busy 
the past one hundred years, opening 
schools and staffing them, that apparently 
have not been able keep our normal 
spiritual balance. have not forgotten 
that are religious first, and teachers 
secondary, but upon serious self-examina- 
tion, are not forced say, “mea 
culpa,” the charge that have been 
drawn into maelstrom conforming 
quence, our spiritual life has suffered? 

Last year the Vocation Workshop 
held North Catholic High School, one 
the crucial points discussion was 
that provision for proper and 
sufficient number religion courses for 
teachers both the elementary and the 
secondary level. was challenge 
mother superiors and supervisors. 
strong advocate such measure, 
and heartily accord with the 
regulation this diocese that minimum 
eight credits philosophy and fourteen 
credits religion required all teach- 
ers. But you will agree that must 
several steps further. The best theologi- 
ans can procured give excellent 
courses religion; can study all 
aspects our religion, but unless /ive 


Page Forty-seven 


God. 
dents 
such 
ayer, 
even 
class 
does 
vent, 
ckest 
tem- 
toes: 
ons, 
iven 
that 
assi- 
rary 
shall 
efly, 
SO- 
the 
and 
and 
nes. 
ated 
ions 


Christ Crucified. What good will 
any know thoroughly all the 
definitions the four cardinal virtues, 
the seven gifts the Holy Ghost, the 
beatitudes, the twelve fruits, the theo- 
logical virtues unless live and prac- 
tice them. the Lord build the 
house, they labor vain who build it.” 

prate learnedly prudence, jystice, 
temperance, and fortitude, when times 
are indiscreet our actions and our 
speech, when are partial and unjust 
dealing with our children, when 
cannot bear inconveniences, when are 
impatient and wanting forbearance 
and charity our dealings, not only with 
each other, but also with our students. 
How futile speak God’s honor 
and glory, when say that are doing 
all our work for God, and yet, how fre- 
quently self thrusts itself into our actions, 
even into the good might 
Faber has great deal say about this 
his chapter “Self-Deceit” his 
Another book 


Spiritual Conferences. 
which ought look into The Soul 
the Apostate Dom Chautard. 
the principles this book were studied 
and practiced every teacher, would 
all the road sanctity. 

During the past few years, zealous 


bishops, superintendents 
schools, and other ecclesiastical superiors 
have warned repeatedly the dangers 
secularism. this diocese, sectional 
meetings were held under the auspices 
our superintendent, the Reverend Thomas 
Quigley, who cautioned that we, 
too, were being tainted with this insidious 
heresy the philosophy that confuses 
success with material progress. 

The address His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Bernard Sheil, Auxiliary 
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Bishop Chicago, the “The Subtle- 
ties Secularism,” delivered the 
Tenth Annual Meeting the Midwest 
Secondary School Department the 
National Catholic Education Association 
1948, well known. quote from 
single passage: 

depressing discover some the com- 
pletely anti-social attitudes our students have. 
course, much this produced the homes. 
And the students are still young enough, know, 
taught better; but what some them 
never receive such teaching? But the schools 
can exert themselves far more the interest 
correct social thinking. There are still too 
many teachers whose social and economic ideas 
are very nearly feudal. Such teachers, especi- 
ally they have strong personalities, always 
leave strong and wrong impressions students. 
The painful result that our high schools are 
producing more than their share rugged 
individualists, who unfortunately, will 
grow rugged individualists. And 
the philosophy individualism, just the 
philosophy collectivism, essentially opposed 
the teachings Christ. 


are grave danger being swal- 
lowed secularism. Our students 
are absorbing this philosophy with 
amoeboid assimilation. our duty 
counteract this influence positive 
way life life deep spirituality, 
interior life prayer and sacrifice— 
observing the true spirit our reli- 
gious ideals and our respective insti- 
tutes which none other than Christ’s 
way. 

When the entire educational staff— 
supervisors, principals, and teachers— 
are convinced these truths and with 
the courage their convictions begin 
practice them, then shall have more 
aspirants the religious life who will 
turn, aspire sactity. The slogan for 
this workshop should be: religious 
recruiter the holiness her life.” 
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Benedictine Way for the Laity 


Holy Rule St. Benedict, the 

path drawn the loving father 
guide his sons the deepest union with 
God has stood the supreme test the 
test the centuries. has withstood 
the changing philosophies, the changing 
roads men are wont take the journey 
toward eternity. has survived where 
great empires have fallen, for contains 
the truth the Gospels. Written 
way life for his comparatively small 
community Monte Cassino, and for 
anyone else who would care adopt it, 
the Rule proved the guiding light 
which for centuries shaped the religious 
life Western Europe. may well 
shed the light which will bring down great 
treasures grace upon American Cathol- 
icism today. The Benedictine way 
life has given the Church untold numbers 
workmen, untold thousands who stand 
around the throne singing the praises 
the Lamb. Writing his “least rule for 
beginning,” the holy lawgiver perhaps 
never even remotely dreamed the in- 
fluence would have; that his sons would 
one day sit the Chair Peter; that 
they would forth civilize pagan 
that they would vigilant apostles 
souls ripe for the truth; that they 
would watchful custodians the 
faith, Christian culture through tur- 
bulent, restless ages, that great schools 
and universities would rise and bear 
his name; that fourteen hundred years 
later, thousands miles from Monte 
Cassino his little Rule would still guid- 
ing men God. 

Although written expressly for those 
living under monastic discipline, the 
spirit the Rule may certainly ex- 
tended the Christian community 


large. the Rule there “nothing 
harsh nothing artificial, 
nothing foreign the simple Christian 
way life. Sisters Social Service, 
one the youngest communities the 
Benedictine family, find the work 
our vocation, which social work, that 
there better way life give 
the laity than that which St. Benedict 
gave his sons. Our vocation takes into 
the very centers human activity, into 
cities teeming with misery and noise and 
confusion, into world where pessimism 
and human despair are not strangers. 
Our vocation puts the midst 
world that needs the Christian spirit even 
did sixth-century Europe. The guid- 
ing principles our work this world 
are deeply rooted the Benedictine tradi- 
tion. Always turn the wisdom 
the great and holy legislator for guidance. 
give all with whom come con- 
tact his spirit, which reality simply 
the Christian spirit the Gospels. 

Because the Benedictine way life 
takes the whole man, because 
all inclusive and complete way life 
which will lead each one deep 
union with God capable enjoy- 
ing, difficult try take one aspect 
another the life and say this that 
guides us, this that try give 
the laity. the many elements the 
Holy Rule which are special significance 
for all Christians shall dwell two. 
They are St. Benedict’s teaching re- 
gard the liturgy and work. 

The aim our endeavors, must 
the aim all those who are working for 
the spread the kingdom God, 
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ready for the happiness heaven for 
which they are created. the Prologue 
his Rule St. Benedict urges his sons 
“hasten now what will profit 
for all eternity.” This live with 
Holy Mother Church she lives through- 
out the year the life Christ Jesus 
short live the liturgy. St. Bene- 
dict this living the liturgy not mere 
knowing the life Christ, nor just 
following the course His life given 
the Masses the seasons and feasts 
throughout the year. No, this saint 
who ranks among the greatest the 
mystics, intimate union with God, 
that union which begun here earth 
and fully realized heaven. 

This union with God possible only 
the extent which one has the mind 
Christ. take the mind Christ 
first all the Holy Sacrifice, and 
the sacraments. through them that 
the branches are grafted onto the vine 
that Christ; through them that man 
elevated the life divine love. 
Through Baptism are born unto God; 
through the Holy Eucharist receive 
the food sustain and increase the divine 
life us. the early Church, are 
told even babies were given Holy Com- 
munion nourish the divine life them, 
just they were given food nourish 
their bodies. What begun Baptism 
then continued through the Sacrifice 
the Altar, the most sublime act which 
man capable. 

vital importance today that 
men and women made conscious 
their part the Holy Sacrifice, that they 
made aware what God intends them 
with the divine life has given 
them, the life intends His adopted 
children live. Each Mass the work 
our Redemption made present us, and 
our whole life must sharing this 
redemptive work. must complete 
offering ourselves the will the 
Father Christ did the Cross, 
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does the Mass. must surren- 
dering ourselves God even dying 
for Him. Holy Mass must become once 
again for the faithful that great act 
corporate worship the whole Mystical 
Body, united their head Christ, offer- 
ing through Him the Father. 

St. Benedict the highest duty 
his community, the very essence his 
monk’s vocation, was the celebration 
the holy liturgy. twelve chapters, the 
greatest number devoted any single 
subject, legislates for it. The Eucha- 
ristic Sacrifice was the center all, with 
the prayer the Church leading it, 
and flowing from it. the service 
the altar the center the monastic 
home, must the center every 
Christian home. those with whom 
come contact our work strive 
impart this idea, make them aware 
that Holy Mass the act which must 
take precedence over all others, for 
the act which has supreme value. 
should act family worship, one 
which the whole group participates. 
Together parents and children gather 
around the altar; together they partake 
the Bread Life. There must 
integral connection between the altar and 
the family. St. Benedict’s monks the 
greatest punishment consisted being 
excluded from the family group, not 
being allowed participate the com- 
munity meals, the community worship. 
should with the family today. 
The spirit the monastic family may 
well the spirit every Christian family. 

the monastic community lives each 
day with Holy Mother Church, may 
the Christian family. The family that 
feasts fasts the Church feasts 
fasts, that places greater emphasis 
holy days than holidays finds that its 
celebrations are satisfying the whole 
man. They give joy the soul well 
pleasure the senses. How much 
greater the grace Christmas for 
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family which makes its preparation 
lighting the candles the Advent wreath 
each day. have introduced this 
ancient monastic custom into office and 
playground, both adult and children’s 
groups, and found most enthusiastical- 
received. The children wanted 
meet everyday, even Sundays, order 
that the candles might lighted. With 
Epiphany come the three Kings, and the 
time implore the Lord’s blessing all 
who dwell under the family roof. Holy 
Mother Church has special Epiphany 
blessing for the homes her children, 
only one the many charming sacra- 
mental blessings which make the liturgy 
reality the people. And then 
there the delightful custom the three 
Kings’ cake which three beans like 
objects are hidden the dough. The 
one who finds them gets special treat. 

What difference makes the 
family’s celebration the Paschal season 
they realize that one long alleluia 
song from Easter Pentecost. That 
above all others the time their re- 
demption, the feast the Risen Lord; 
the time when our human nature ascend- 
into heaven sit the right hand 
the Father; the time the descent the 
Paraclete, the Spirit Jesus. 

Many lesser feasts have almost com- 
pletely lost their religious character and 
are looked upon and celebrated the 
laity secular feasts. for 
was once characterized 
procession with the relics the saints, 
rather than parade ghosts. How 
much more sense makes for the 
Christian family have All Saints, 
party for the children, where each one 
dresses his favorite friend heaven 
acomic book. sometimes make the 
mistake thinking children will not like 
things. That fallacy. Once 
they find being saint” quite ex- 


Another practical way which children 
may become acquainted with the liturgy 


through symbols. craft groups 
have found that they love the ancient 
Christian signs. When explained them 
they make the symbols their own and use 
them with the most amazing and lovely 
results. What can done with symbols 

many little ways, seemingly insignif- 
icant themselves, possible bring 
the liturgy closer the daily life 
Christian families, bring the family 
closer the fullness that Christian 
living. 

part our work conduct re- 
treats for lay women. The Holy Mass 
sung Mass. The retreatants aer provid- 
with small missal, and for the Missa 
Cantata are given card with the Com- 
mon the Mass modern notation. 
The Sisters sing the Propers. The re- 
treatants are bit timid first but very 
soon many are raising their voices the 
thrice triple cry for mercy, praying the 
prayer the priest says, uniting with him 
thought and action offers the 
sacrifice God. The groups are small, 
and the situation controlled one, such 
even small parish church could not 
manage, the results are good. 
many new idea that they have 
part the Holy Mass, but they like it. 
Whenever possible introduce the 
Divine Office and recite Compline 
English. 

celebrate the liturgy properly one 
gives himself God not just for the time 
His sacred presence, but for all 
the hours his day. consecrates 
Him the daily labor his hands well 
the homage his praise. St. Bene- 
dict’s ora labora does not belong 
the monk alone. Prayer and work are 
the twin elements which make the 
daily life every child God. Our age, 
perhaps more than any other, needs St. 
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Benedict’s healthy Christian attitude 
toward work. the saint, idleness 
the enemy the soul, and avoid- 
all costs. Even the old and those 
delicate health are given some 
occupation lest they fall into idleness and 
their souls suffer. All are work, “for 
man monk indeed when lives 
the work his hands did the 
Apostles.” one his share 
all the work the monastery. Work 
honorable, noble thing with 
great dignity surrounding it. the 
Prologue St. Benedict calls his monks 
workers the vineyard the Lord. 
Work, especially work with the hands, 
creative. being like unto God. 
When work cooperate with God 
building His world. Unlike the monks 
northern Egypt, St. Benedict the 
work his sons was not just task 
occupy them when they could longer 
sustained prayer. was essen- 
tial part life. Work well done for God 
simply continuation prayer. 
How radically different this view 
work from the one which prevalent 
today. course much work our in- 
dustrial civilization dehumanizing. 
There nothing which man can 
take pride, nothing for him create. 
Work dull and monotonous, necessary 
evil which must endured. Work 
what one does acquire the necessary 
money enjoy oneself after hours. The 
ideal have much money that one 
does not have work. Our civilization 
looks down upon one who labors with 
his hands forgetting that the Lord men 
and angels deigned carpenter. 
must return the concept that work 
tion, that man fulfills the purpose his 
existence work. Each must his own 
task, the special task for which God cre- 
ated him. work true fills need 
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the Mystical Body. allows man 
contribute something his neighbor. 
may hidden and obscure task; 
but matters not Christ its author. 
St. Benedict thought highly work 
that called the celebration the sacred 
liturgy “The Work God,” the “Opus 
Prayer and work! St. Benedict 
would have his sons glorify God both. 
this manner must all men glorify Him. 

One the characteristics St. Bene- 
dict’s teaching the harmony that exists 
throughout. Each aspect fits into the 
whole plan. make the way life 
that Benedictine all the parts are 
necessary. St. Benedict’s great love for 
the service God, his reverence for the 
daily labor man’s hands are but two 
the parts. our work try put 
into practice the belief that the spirit 
the whole applicable the laity 
well the monastic family. Perhaps 
this because St. Benedict’s way 
thinking the thought the Gospels, 
and they are for all men for long 
time lasts. comparatively few God 
gives the vocation live the religious life, 
and gives them rule guide them. 
But what the millions whose vocation 
holy men and women the 
world? What guide them? 
know better way for them strive 
for holiness than living accordance 
with the spirit St. Benedict. The 
Benedictine road gradual ascent 
God. not steep that the weak 
become exhausted and give up, nor 
rocky that all cannot climb re- 
quires only that one keep his gaze ever 
the goal which God and eternal 
union with Him; that one keep the 
path observing the warnings posted from 
time time the loving Father. 
heaven here earth, and that for 
all men. 
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Apology Saint 


Von 


HERE something ironically amus- 
ing, seems me, running half- 
way around the world escape the in- 
fluence monastic boarding school and 
the remembrance not-too-expertly 
sculptured figure solemn saint, hold- 
ing his hands his lips, and then 
have both the influence and the saint 
catch with double blow. 

Literally, had never run away from 
the Benedictine boarding school for girls, 
but had walked out and far away 
possible from anything suggesting 
monastic cheerfulness, farm lands, and 
quiet funerals. And, actually, had not 
been half-way around the world, but near 
enough half-way, when faced 
thesis master. was listening patient- 
what had learned during 
study social work, and 
had some reasons annoyed. 

Ordinarily, one approaches the gradu- 
ate school with interest and back- 
ground more professional than was mine. 
desire help alleviate the world’s 
through the medium sociology 
social work, but rather had vague con- 
viction that the professional social appli- 
cation Christian principles better 
complement interpretative reporting 
than advanced courses why Shake- 
speare might not have been Shakespeare, 
ways making newspaper headlines 
and cleaverer. had assort- 
acquaintance with Catholic Action 
centers, and one year, more less, with 
community council the area 
that notoriously caught the imagination 
the socialist advocate Upton Sinclair. 


Now there point merely asking 
questions whose answers are already 
known students the trade; nor 
naivete for its own sake. But some- 
times the unprofessional inquirer bungles 
into discovery that appears interesting, 
not entirely original. And this the 
only reason for letting the personal in- 
trude what objectively established 
ancient saint’s sanctity and accom- 
plishments and for recounting any the 
details story that might called 
saintly revenge one adolscent who had 
the haziest knowledge medieval 
history. 

The possible moral the story di- 
rected primarily sociologists and social 
workers. Since historical point in- 
volved, however, believe the story may 
generally interesting all those who 
are concerned with putting the world 
social order. Further, may offer en- 
couragement Catholics who would like 
believe they have, may have, 
more positive hand professional social 
reconstruction, though they cannot claim 
professional sociologists social 
workers. 

the thesis master had reason 
annoyed. And, imagine, rather ex- 
pected some details doubts and dis- 
satisfactions when asked for concise 
summary knowledge gained courses 
psychiatry, the family, medicine, social 
case work, public welfare, labor, dynamics 
child psychology, and juvenile delin- 
quency. 

But was who was annoyed and 
stunned when response answers 
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uttered three neat, directive sentences: 
Benedictine. You’re Benedictine. 
Write nice little paper what St. Bene- 
dict would ‘have done had been 
social worker living today.” 

Thus good intention had come 


sad end. Now was consider Bene-. 


dictinism. What was it? And, above 
all, was professional? 

was not sure liked all the implica- 
tions being clinical professional social 
worker. (Professionalism, Catholic 
students are soon given understand, 
often mistaken for technique based 
naturalistic pragmatic skeptical 
philosophy.) was much more sure 
would not like the implications being 
professional Benedictine, considering 
experience the thesis master had way 
knowing. But knew right away 
where the difficulty would be: “IF St. 
Benedict had been social worker?” 

The saint had caught with 
exactly the question most touchy the 
professional social professional- 
ism. problem was clear-cut: had 
pin professional social work monk 
who lived about thirteen centuries before 
professional sociology and social work 
were discovered. Or, disprove it, and 
disprove own conclusions, which 
despite myself, had suddenly turned out 
Benedictine. 

not divulging any secrets the 
trade admit that both sociology and 
social work are young sciences; that some 
persons still question whether they may 
called proper sciences; and that, 
all fields suffering growing pains, the 
question status looms self-consciously 
paramount. was Auguste Comte 
the nineteenth century who gave the 
word “sociology” and proposed re- 
classification all the sciences with this 
new master science the head. 
generally conceded was the Industrial 
Revolution, centering around 1800, and 
its attendant economically-conditioned 


evils which called forth the modern pro- 
fessional social workers reaction. 


make long and complex story 
short, then, there still conflict even 
among the professionals about how 
set the world social order. And there 
most noticeable conflict between 
Christians and non-Christians. exists 
between those who insist that the eternal 
truths about the nature man and the 
social order will remain such despite 
“modern and those profession- 
als who base all their sociological truths 
the natural sciences. 


Between these two broad camps, the 
student will find variety opinions, 
ranging all the way from the belief that 
tomorrow’s discovery may change the 
entire focus the social sciences the 
conviction that good job synthesis 
still remains accomplished even 
naturalistic social work which, few 
voices lament, appears have lost its 
pristine passion and zeal. 


matter fact, there also some 
disagreement even among Christians 
dedicated setting the world order. 
Without too much over simplification, 
the interpretative reporter may note 
the objection that the modern Christian 
social worker has not always been pro- 
fessional without compromise Christian 
principle. The suggested remedy less 
emphasis “professionalism” and more 
consideration and imitation Christian 
models social charity, the saints. 


What most interesting, however, 
believe, that the strictest professional 
sense, had never heard St. Benedict’s 
name mentioned connection with either 
non-Christian Christian social work. 
(Although grant the experience 
others may have been more rewarding in- 
tellectually and historically.) The nearest 
had come finding mention saints 
among the non-Catholic technicians, who 
evidently got head start writ- 
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ing scientific books requisite for Catholic 
students who must meet the demands 
professionalism, was the crediting St. 
Vincent Paul and Ozanam with help- 
ing individualize social case problems, 
modern art which “‘began almost wholly 
with individualizing persons the relief 
situation.” Christian text, St. Vin- 
cent also credited with having “taught 
substitute forethought and organiz- 
charity for charity which impulsive, 
unreflecting, and unmethodical.” 

Bringing the saints into the picture 
modern social work was not entirely un- 
heard of, bringing St. Benedict prom- 
ised unprofessional and smacking 
was entirely innocent and which had 
intention being guilty. 

The modern social worker expected 
most the modern social sciences— 
notably, would seem, without theology 
and philosophy. Being ancient monk 
was certainly praiseworthy, was start- 
ing monastery, whole group them 
the Dark Ages, those six centuries 
from Benedict Bernard, called the 
Benedictine centuries. seemed, never- 
theless, have nothing with prob- 
lems now fairly well defined facing 
the modern social worker: “poverty, un- 
employment, transiency and foreignness, 
illness, broken homes, physical mental 
handicaps and old age, industrial injuries 
and inadequate wages, limited recreation, 
poor housing, and problems behavior.” 
did not seem likely that monk who 
did something anti-social, anti- 
naturalistic, and purely religious run- 
ning off cave, save his own soul, 
could fitted into any the present-day 
channels professional approach: case 
work, family and group work, community 
Organization social welfare planning, 
and social action social reform. 

starting point for research 
good Benedictine monk put into 


hands the Rule St. Benedict. this 
was the only work written the saint, 
and short, things looked brighter. St. 
Benedict’s complete social welfare plan- 
ning for six centuries monasteries was 
not verbose the modern social work- 
er’s currently fashionable blow-by-blow 
individual case reports of: what the client 
said and wore; what the social worker 
said the client; what the social worker 
thought the client really meant; what the 
social worker thought the client intended 
mean with all the subconscious im- 
plications. next took some volumi- 
nous commentaries the and St. 
Gregory’s life St. Benedict. first 
glance neither the Rule nor the Commen- 
taries seemed much help. 

was displeased with partisan reports 
the contributions St. Benedict and 
his sons, which, apparently, included 
everything except modern social work: 
corporate asceticism uniquely fitted 
the Western mentality, contradis- 
tinction the individual emphasis 
the East; contributions education, 
literature, science, liturgy, music, home 
life, stained glass windows, and three- 
field system agriculture; conversion 
hordes heterogeneous barbarians along 
with the reclamation forests and waste- 
lands; thousands self-sustaining monas- 
teries that were able give their 
surplus and the heart their Christian 
perfection and labor the poor and 
needy the day; harmonious adjust- 
ment between prayer and work “Ora 
Labora”; democratically ruled or- 
ganization, built former eremite 
moderate and prudent family communal 
plan when the world was falling apart, 
which the duties and right the individ- 
ual monk were lovingly and unimpulsive- 
outlined and more zealously safeguard- 
than modern social case work. 

Interesting, but now had become 
professional-conscious myself, and read 
with favor comments the Rule written 
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men who were not professed Benedic- 
tines. 

Bossuet asserts that the Rule is: “an 
epitome Christianity, learned and 
mysterious abridgement all the doc- 
trines the Gospel, all the institutions 
the Holy Fathers, and all the counsels 
perfection.” Cardinal Newman goes 
far say that Benedict: “found the 
world, physical and social, ruins, and 
his mission was restore 
one else called Benedict tutelary 
angel human communities.” And one 
Benedictine pointed the comment 
member another group the 
Church’s sons, naming Benedict the 
greatest social worker the world has ever 
known after Christ. 

Was possible that monk who 
lived before the social sciences were 
discovered, who never set out put 
the world order, only his own soul 
and those his monks, who never once 
mentioned the alarming state fallen 
Roman and once magnificent Empire, 
except off-hand religious way, “It 
now the hour for rise from sleep,” 
who insisted, even where art and archi- 
tecture and economics and social be- 
havior were involved, that 
preferred the work God,” called 
professional social worker? 

Several points St. Benedict’s life and 
Rule, eclectically seized upon, intrigued 
having some relation, individually 
and collectively, with the discouraged 
modern social worker. Like Benedict, 
the modern social worker living 
world coming apart its seams; 
conscious the present pressing problem 
capital and labor, individualism and 
communism. 

First, the saint gave his monks 
hemina wine when they could not 
persuaded without it, and the con- 
dition the times and Benedict’s own 
beginnings suggested sterner approach. 
Benedict also established “School for 


Page Fifty-six 


Beginners” the way 
Moreover, the saint consistently insisted, 
and made sure assorted miracles, that 
his monks, who could expected 
habituate themselves difficulties, were 
never sad overburdened beyond their 
strength fed off-schedule. Such pro- 
vision seemed indicate that the saint’s 
entire personal approach was built 
serenely wise social case work understand- 
ing and pattern. 

Secondly, St. Benedict sold the surplus 
produce his monks the open market, 
price little below that established 
men the world, that God would 
praised. This might have something 
with economics, with individualism, 
capitalism, and communism, say noth- 
ing labor courses and methodical 
charity. Thirdly, though St. Benedict 
gave away all the monastery’s food dur- 
ing neighboring famine, the Rule 
the organization-minded Roman did not 
show that the saint was given un- 
methodical, unreflective charity. the 
contrary, any impulsive breaking 
dishes and wastage monastery goods 
was nicely fitted into the monk’s exami- 
nation conscience. 

The issuing the encyclical 
Radiatur the fourteenth centenary 
the death the Founder Western 
monasticism gave new impetus 
study. Pope Pius XII’s conclusions all 
drawn from history, which, insists, 
clear all “who are not blinded 
prejudice” helped “discover” 
that the Benedictines did produce social 
work founder. St. Benedict, Pius 
noted, had been chosen the instru- 
mental saviour the whole Western 
civilization and culture after the fall 
the Roman Empire, the third great 
period Church history. Admittedly 
quite social work project! 

Since the Pope’s conclusions were ad- 
mittedly correct and carried the weight 
encyclical letter, rather expected 
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hasty revision sociology textbooks— 
with apology, the true scientific 
spirit, for omission ancient 
sociology and ancient monk, who, 
over thirteen centuries Christian 
historical achievement the social order, 
beat the naturalistic and radical-socialist 
exponent Auguste Comte the intro- 
duction sociology into the Western 
world. matter fact, was afraid 
that before could complete study 
someone else would discover there was 
talk professional social work even be- 
fore St. Benedict St. John Chrysos- 
tom Antioch, St. Basil Caesarea 
Cappadocia and most fundamentally, 
the Gospel itself. 

St. Benedict appears unprofessional 
his social approach, only because 
did not professional social work 
our modern sense. Nor was his day in- 
fected with two fundamental errors about 
man and the social order, naturalism and 
the radical-social theory, which nine- 
teenth century modern sociology and 
social work picked the same time 
picked its foreshortened beginnings 
the period following the Industrial 
Revolution. Benedict did not social 
work world like our own now experi- 
encing “terrifying shipwreck” sen- 
sate culture, which, Sorokin notes, has 
been with since the sixteenth century 
and now state “extraordinary” 
sensate crisis “in all ...main sectors” 
and greater, Sorokin and others be- 
lieve, than any preceding history. 

Benedict did professional Christian 
social work according ancient tra- 
dition and complete interpretation 
charity based upon the two great Com- 
mandments Love. The first two 
lessons which Pius XII urges “all the 
society” learn from the 
example Benedict that Bene- 
dictine Institute and its ever opportune 
teachings...” are the opposite the 


the full Christian interpretation chari- 
love God and man. 

our Holy Father points out, St. 
Benedict’s entire social program “an 
outstanding monument Roman and 
torical proof, Catholics and non- 
Catholics alike, the wisdom literally 
following Christ’s command: “Seek 
first the kingdom God and His justice, 
and all these things shall added unto 
you.” unwitting refutation natural- 
ism! The flight one young Roman 
noble birth from decadent Rome 
save his soul, his entire life and counsels 
lesson present-day radical-socialists must 
still learn: that, Hovre expresses it, 
“Social culture presupposes individual 
culture. good one must first 
good.” 

The modern spiritual and social impli- 
cations Benedict’s program are in- 
triguing and hopeful. Briefly, St. Bene- 
dict not only did case work, family and 
group work, community organization and 
social welfare planning, social action and 
reform the four main avenues 
modern professional social approach— 
but reached the goal held out 
economic-minded modern social workers: 
economic well-being, health-and-decen- 
standard living, and satisfactory 
human relations. Moreover applied 
the principles the Gospel the prob- 
lems his day. Those same principles 
may well applied our problems 
individualism and communism, capital 
and labor, race and national disharmony. 
view St. Benedict’s inspiration and 
achievements the social order, would 
seem that his name should mentioned 
connection with modern social work. 
More than this, deserves pro- 
claimed patron sociologists much 
the same manner St. Thomas Aquinas 
students. 
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Bismarck, 


Several Sisters have given week-end 
catechetical instruction Solen and 
Crown Butte, Dakota, since September. 
Because the unusually severe winter, 
transportation has included teams, jeeps, 
and planes, though the distance 
covered was only fifty miles. 

Six postulants who entered Decem- 
ber will receive the habit June. All 
are native North Dakotans. 

Prayers are requested for Sister Rober- 
Bettin, who died April Sister 
Roberta, who had been thirty-eight years 
professed, was superior St. Benedict’s 
Home Dickinson, North Dakota. 

the May meeting the North 
Dakota Hospital Association, Sister An- 
driette Rohrenback was elected president 
and Sister Jane Kuck was re-elected 
treasurer. 

The Most Rev. Vincent Ryan, 
Bishop Bismarck, blessed the newly 
completed wings St. Benedict’s Home 
for the Aged Dickinson March 14. 
The home now has resident chaplain 
and adequate facilities for about one 
hundred fifty. 


Bristow, VIRGINIA 


May ground was broken for the 
completion the Linton Hall Military 
School. This addition will comprise 
school building class rooms only and 
second and third floors the present 
structure. 

The Most Rev. Peter Ireton, Bishop 
Richmond, received the final vows 
Sister Mary Leo and Sister Andrea 
May 26. 

The Rev. Lawrence Gidley Concep- 
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With Other Benedictine Sisters 


tion Abbey, Conception, Mo., conducted 
the annual community retreat and 
ing six-weeks course Sacred Liturgy 
the summer session Teacher Train- 
ing School. 

The following are enrolled the sum- 
mer session the graduate school 
Catholic University: Sister Ethelreda, 
theology; Sister Celine, languages; Sister 
Anita, English; Sister Roberta, science; 
Sister Loretto, art. Sister 
studying library science Marywood 
College, Scranton, Pa. 

new mission school was opened this 
year Hampton, Va. 


Cuicaco, 


Sister Helen Heinz, sister the late 
Father Gerard Heinz St. Benedict’s 
Abbey, died May Sister Helen had 
served subprioress under both Mother 
Imelda and Mother Adelaide for period 
twenty-four years. 

March the following novices re- 
ceived the habit: Sister Ellen Marie, Sis- 
ter Clare, Sister Cornelia, Sister Philo- 
mene, Sister Benita, Sister Felicitas, and 
Sister Adelle. During the summer Sister 
Edward, Sister Callista, Sister Joyce, and 
Sister Theodore will make triennial vows, 
and Sister Gerard, Sister Kevin, Sister 
Francesca, and Sister Celine will make 
final profession. 

Sister Dolores, Sister Margaret Mary, 
and Sister Mary Robert returned June 
from extended European tour. 
Sister Alcuin, subprioress, left for Europe 
June 11, the company Miss Mik- 
tyn, art teacher St. Scholastica, who 
will attend the Pax Romana Convention 
Rome September 1-5. 
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Missouri 


February five novices were ad- 
mitted the novitiate. They are Eliza- 
beth Ostertag Louisville, Ky.; Jacqui- 
line Vidal Tucson, Ariz.; Margaret 
Mary Coff St. Louis, Mo.; Mary Ann 
Schultz San Francisco, Calif.; and 
Mary Elizabeth Thompson Pueblo, 
Colo. The last named the last the 
four daughters the Thompson family 
enter the community Clyde. 
brother, the Rev. William Thompson, 
member Holy Cross Abbey, 
Canon City, Colo. 

May three more postulants were 
clothed the habit: Donna Marie Bos- 
Kansas City, Mo.; Kathryn Ne- 
ville Grand Island, Nebr.; and Norita 
Nordhus Salina, Kans. Following 
these services, the Right Rev. Stephen 
Schappler, O.S.B., Conception Abbey 
blessed the newly rebuilt pipe organ, and 
Dom Edmund Kestel, organist Con- 
ception Abbey, gave musical concert. 

The profession Sister Dolorita 
Kornberger St. Louis, Mo., took place 
onApril 13. day two novices 
pronounced temporary vows. were 
Sister Rosalita Jones Toledo, Ohio; 
and Sister Dolores Ottawa, Canada. 


relic St. Anthony Mary Claret was 
added the collection the Relic 
Chapel and exposed for veneration 
May the day his canonization. 
planned expose for veneration relics 
St. Vincent Strambi and St. Mary 
Goretti the respective days their 
canonization, June and June 25. 

“Confession, Its Fruitful 
the latest booklet come from the press 
Clyde, bringing the number 

Several outstanding recollection days 
were observed the Tucson chapel. 
February eighty members the 
Knights Columbus and Holy Name 
Society attended. Spanish Sentinels keep 


nocturnal adoration the first Fri- 
day each month. March the 
Ambrosians, society young boys and 
girls St. Ambrose parish, witnessed 
large turnout; and May one hundred 
and fifty retreatants from Nogales, Ben- 
son and other parts Arizona enjoyed 
day recollection. 

The Sanctuary the Holy Spirit 
Kansas City, Mo., was designated one 
the three churches visited for the 
gaining the Jubilee indulgences during 
the Holy Year. New Year’s Day, 
Bishop personally conducted the 
first pilgrimage, and each Sunday after- 
noon since, the faithful from designated 
parishes have come body with their 
pastors make Jubilee visits. 

the third Sunday February, the 
Benedictine Oblates Kansas City held 
Holy Hour Reparation and took part 
the monthly procession reparation. 

The groups keeping nocturnal holy 
hours are increasing. present fifty 
groups keep holy hour each month, and 
private hours adoration registered 
1949 doubled those 1948. 

Miss Marie Pierik, well-known instruc- 
tor Gregorian Chant, gave lessons 
the chant recently the Sisters Holy 
Spirit Convent. 

March the community assisted 
the blessing the new statue St. 
Joseph erected the side altar. 
this date three large groups the laity 
offered holy hour different times. 


This spring Sister Felicitas and Sister 
Annella attended the convention the 
American Hospital Association Seattle, 
Wash. Sister Martina, Sister Deodata, 
and Sister Annella attended the hospital 
meeting St. Joseph’s Hospital, Lewis- 
ton, Idaho. 

His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, sent let- 
ter commendation and His Apostolic 
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Blessing Sister Alfreda and the com- 
munity acknowledgment the speci- 
ally bound copy Sister Alfreda’s book, 
Pioneer Days Idaho County. 

April Sister Gertrude, senior 
member the community, died after 
sixty-three years devoted service. Sis- 
ter Gertrude was the last survivor the 
group three pioneers who were first 
make their novitiate and pronounce their 
vows the United States. 


the invitation Bishop Wilging 
Pueblo, the community took over the 
Santa Hospital, Junta, Colo., 
which was the gift the Santa Rail- 
road Association. The Sisters took for- 
mal possession March 15. After ex- 
remodeling will serve the general 
public. Sister Callista Flanagan, former- 
superior and administrator St. 
Joseph Hospital Florence, Colo., now 
heads the new hospital and succeeded 
Florence Sister Barbara Dreier. 

The Sisters St. Walburg Convent 
have accepted new mission school 
Walton, Ky. 

Sister Teresita Casey was recently ap- 
pointed community supervisor schools 
replace the late Sister Mary Cleta Zem- 
brodt. 

Members the community are attend- 
ing summer classes the Catholic Uni- 
versity, Washington, D.C.; University 
Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Ind.; Xavier 
University, Cincinnati, Ohio; St. Teresa 
College, Winona, Minn.; Marygrove, 
Detroit, Mich.; Villa Madonna College, 
Covington, Ky.; and Pope Pius School 
Music, New York City. 


MINNESOTA 


Sister Ambrose, secretary the com- 
munity, and Sister Olivia, dean the 
school nursing the Catholic Universi- 
America, plan leave the Queen 
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Elizabeth July returning plane 
August. Sister Alice, head the biologi- 
cal sciences, and Sister Benedicta, instruc- 
tor religion, will leave July plane 
for Paris, going the University 
Fribourg, Switzerland, attend the 
summer session. August they will 
participate the Holy Year pilgrimage 
Rome. 

The Gregorian Institute America 
sponsoring summer session Liturgical 
Music the College St. Scholastica, 
July 21-August 

Sister Martina, head the music de- 
partment, will the faculty representa- 
tive the North Central Association 
Workshop Minnesota. Sister Ray- 
mond, instructor religion, and Sister 
Theofrieda, instructor nursing educa- 
tion, will the summer session staff 
the Catholic University. Sister Rose, 
dean the college, and Sister Digna, 
professor psychology, will leaders 
the Workshop for Catholic College Ad- 
ministrators Loretto Heights, Denver, 
this summer. 

Sisters staffing the forty vacation 
schools throughout the diocese will pre- 
pare children for their first holy com- 
munion and confirmation, besides giving 
other religious instruction the parishes 
and communities. 

The building and improvement pro- 
gram for the past year included two addi- 
tional dormitory floors Our Lady 
Victory Hall, nurses’ residence. 

Within the past year Sister Joselyn, 
instructor English, published article 
the “Philosophy Thomas Merton” 
which appeared America. Sister Ur- 
ban’s summary her thesis, 
cal Studies the Reactions Sorbose 
Alkaline Solutions” was published 
the University Minnesota. Sister 
Bernarda wrote article for Hospital 
Progress April entitled 
sources Can Help Educate 
ter Jeanne Marie’s play, “Lady 
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ma,” and article, “Get Thee 
Nunnery,” appeared the Queen’s Work 
for May, 1950. 

Sister Cecile wrote description the 
Advent Wreath which appeared the 
Catholic School Fournal for November. 
Sister Clarice’s article describing unit 
the Vatican for seventh and eighth 
grades was published the same maga- 
zine April. 

During the past year Sister Alcuin, 
head the medical technology depart- 
ment, was granted leave absence 
research work St. Louis University. 

Sisters the community have taken 
roles leadership. Sister Bernice has 
spoken Vocations many Parent- 
Teacher meetings throughout the diocese. 
Sister Mary Arthur, who completed her 
affiliation Public Health Nursing the 
Kansas City Visiting Nurse Association, 
participated planning and conducting 
series meetings for orientation 
Social and Health Agencies Duluth. 
Sister Vivian, Sister Georgene, and Sister 
Mary Arthur have participated 
In-Service Institute for Nurses St. 
County sponsored the Public 
Health Nurses. Sister Carmel, chairman 
the Arrowhead Chapter, was delegate 
the meeting the Minnesota Society 
Medical Technologists Minneapolis. 
Sister Vivian serving vice-president 
the Duluth Health Service. Sister Lo- 
has been active hospital circles: 
the vice-president for the Duluth 
Health Council, has served panel 
the regional meeting the American 
College Surgeons Winnepeg, and 
lectured hospital administration stu- 
dents the University Minnesota 
Medical Records. 

Sister Assumpta participated pro- 
gram “Care Poliomyelitis Patients 
the General Hospital” the national 
meeting the Catholic Hospital Associ- 

Sister Digna conducted workshop 


setting objectives for members the 
Minnesota League Nursing. Sister 
Digna also acted recorder for the Con- 
ference Higher Education the 
National Education Association Chi- 
cago. Sister Raymond served the 
planning committee for the American 
Catholic Philosophical Association its 
national meeting held St. Paul. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The recent opening cafeteria St. 
Benedict Academy has afforded much- 
needed facility and busy two periods 
daily during the school year. 

Dom Thomas Michels, O.S.B., monk 
the famed abbey Maria Laach, 
visited St. Benedict Convent February 
and spoke the Sisters participa- 
tion the liturgy. 

Sister Eileen, supervisor the Erie 
Benedictines, attended the National Cath- 
olic Education Conference New Or- 


leans, April 11-14. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


More than thousand persons took 
part the field Mass which His Excel- 
lency, the Most Rev. Albert Fletcher, 
Bishop Little Rock, pontificated the 
campus St. Scholastica May During 
the Mass chorus six hundred pupils 
from the academy and fifteen other schools 
conducted the Benedictine Sisters 
St. Scholastica sang. This demonstra- 
tion provided fitting climax another 
year intensive training Gregorian 
Chant the parochial schools the 
diocese. 

The celebration was sponsored for the 
threefold purpose marking special 
observance the Holy Year, offering 
counteroffensive “Red” May Day 
demonstrations, and giving example 
and incentive greater participation 
the Mass through congregational singing. 
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OKLAHOMA 


June the following young ladies 
entered the novitiate 
Natalie Babcock, Westport, Conn.; Flor- 
ence Mehl, Philadelphia, Pa.; Clara 
Oberkoetter, St. Louis, Mo.; Agnes Ball- 
man, Elsberry, Mo.; Helen Chrystal, 
Stillwater, Okla.; Irene Remierez 
California. 

Those clothed the habit 
July are Kathleen Buffalo, 
N.Y.; Mary Ann Gilpin, Tulsa, Okla.; 
Sammy Lea Hardick, Avery, Okla.; Zada 
Twibell, Norman, Okla.; Margaret Ann 
Allan, Norman, Okla.; and Edith Shaun, 
Guthrie, Okla. the same day Sister 
Mary Edith Brinkmeyer 
Mary Roberta Schahle will make final 
profession. 

During the summer Sisters will en- 
rolled Benedictine Heights College, 
Guthrie; Catholic University, Washing- 
ton, D.C.; Creighton University, Omaha, 
Nebr.; Tulsa University, Tulsa, Okla.; 
St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo.; and 
College, Stillwater, Okla. 

Sister Benedicta Boland will receive 
her A.B. Liturgical Music the end 
the National Music Session held 
St. Louis August. 

Three Sisters from Benedictine Heights 
College will the faculty the Eng- 
lish and Music departments the new 
Catholic High School opened 
Oklahoma City September. They are 
Sister Gertrude Marie Sheldon, Sister 
Immaculata Luckenitsch, and Sister Jane 
Marie Luecke. 

Mother Rita Vessels, prioress; Mother 
Agnes, superior Holy Family Convent, 
Benet Lake, Wis.; and Sister Hilde- 
garde Mertha, Benedictine Heights Col- 
lege, will make the Holy Year Pilgrimage 
Rome September. 


ARKANSAS 
The Olivetan Benedictine Sisters open- 
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new mission school St. Peter’s 
parish, Wynne, Ark. 

Adoration held Holy Angels 
Chapel each First Friday the month 
from three until nine o’clock, repara- 
tion the Sacred Heart. 

Sister Celestine, librarian Holy An- 
gels Academy and supervisor elemen- 
tary schools the community, died 
Jan. 21. 

Vacation catechetical schools are con- 
ducted the Sisters missions where 
children cannot attend Catholic school. 

Sister Hilda, superintendent St. 
Bernard’s Hospital, and Sister Thecla 
attended the annual Catholic Hospital 
Association convention Milwaukee, 


June 11-17. 


Mr. 


The Christian 
School, the only Catholic school the 
west coast Vancouver Island, celebrat- 
its golden jubilee June. has been 
staffed Sisters from Mt. Angel during 
all this time. 

the motherhouse the Sisters Mt. 
Angel are building and equipping new 
convent laundry. 


June eleven novices made simple 
vows and ten postulants received the 
habit St. Mary Convent. The novices 
were Sister Rose Joseph Kennebeck, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Sister Mary Benedict 
Butler, Ft. Madison, Iowa; Sister Fran- 
cine Johnigk, Sister George Ann New- 
comer, Sister Fidelis Highfill, Sister Mary 
Stephen Ring, Peoria, Sister Ger- 
maine Cupp, Moline, Sister Mary 
James Smith, Arlington, Sister Ray- 
mond Cook, Kento, Ohio; Sister Cabrini 
Rael, Albuquerque, N.M.; Sister Mary 
Alice Meersman, Moline, The postul- 
ants were follows: Norma Hearn, Wil- 
loughby, Ohio; Eleanor Cassidy, Arling- 
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ton, Ill.; Therese Freehill, Strawn, IIl.; 
Marilyn Hettinger, Pesotum, Dar- 
lene Moriarity, LaSalle, Anita Sor- 
rentino, Chicago, Patricia Maloney, 
Moline, Catherine Cleary, Paso, 
Nan Gilmore and Clare Johnigk, 
Peoria, 


PirrsBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 


Sister Hildegard took part panel 
the Western Pennsylvania unit the 
National Catholic Library Association 
held Loretto, Pa., May. 

Sunday, March 12, the Rev. Ulrich 
Thaner, O.S.B., St. Vincent’s Arch- 
abbey, conducted Day Recollection 
for Oblates and received twenty-five 
ladies Oblate novices the convent 
chapel. May twenty-two Oblate 
novices made their solemn oblation 
the presence the Right Rev. Denis 
Strittmatter, O.S.B., Archabbot St. 
Vincent’s. 

coach for the 
National Forensic League, Sister Perpe- 
tua was awarded the Diamond Key Mem- 
bership the league, honor bestowed 
upon moderators who excell competent 
guidance. Sister Perpetua chairman 
the Western Pennsylvania League 
district. 

election held June 10, the Rev. 
Mother Dolores Bigenwald was elected 
prioress succeed the Rev. Mother 
Gertrude Leban. 


St. JosepH, MINNESOTA 


Miss Degucki Masako and Miss Mori 
Haruko from Tokyo, Japan, arrived 
the Convent St. Benedict May 23. 
They will postulants the Scholasti- 
cate until June 1951, when they hope 
enter the Novitiate the Convent 
St. Benedict. 

Sister Margretta the faculty the 
College St. Benedict will act transla- 
tor and interpreter during the summer 


the Rev. Balthaser Fischer, professor 
Liturgical Science the Rudolphinum 
Trier,Germany. Father Fischer will give 
course the Christian Interpretation 
the Psalms the University Notre 
Dame during the summer session, when 
Sister will assist him. 

Many-Colored Fleece the Sheed 
and Ward booklist for the fall 1950. 
This the third anthology short stories 
compiled Sister Mariella, O.S.B., 
the College St. Benedict. This book, 
containing twenty-five short stories, offers 
the best short stories written the past 
five years. The general introduction 
this book will make contribution 
Catholic criticism comparable that 
made the introduction Sister’s last 
volume, Our Father’s House. The stories 
were chosen primarily for their literary 
excellence. Sister Mariella contributed 
book review Renascence Catholic 
Stories Our Century Connolly and 
Brunini. the December, 1949, issue 
Today she reviewed Leo Brady’s Edge 
Doom. 

With the assistance two students, 
Sister Rogatia the College St. Bene- 
dict has completed the experimental work 
research problem enzyme chemis- 
try carried out under the direction Dr. 
Elton Cook the Institutuum Divi 
Thomae Cincinnati. During the sum- 
mer Sister Rogatia will work pro- 
blem dealing with another phase the 
activity catalase. 

Sister Mary the College St. Bene- 
dict working the research problem 
Study the Mechanism Cell Divi- 
sion the Mosquito,” which concerned 
with the giant salivary gland chromo- 
somes. She also continuing investiga- 
tions the cytological effects produced 
two drugs, folic acid and aminopterin. 
This last problem part series 
investigations cancer. being car- 
ried out collaboration with the Lederle 
Research Laboratories New York. 
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MINNESOTA 


The second class novices for St. 
Priory was clothed the habit 
June 12, with the following members: 
Benita Gerold Jordan, Minn., Sister 
Benedict; Carol Oeffling, Loretto, Minn., 
Sister Francis; Agnes Rimnac, Rosemont, 
Minn., Sister Therese; Aileen Doffing, 
Hampton, Minn., Sister Margaret; Lor- 
rein Redpath, Minneapolis, Minn.; Sister 
Thomas; Lucille Kleiter, St. Paul, Minn., 
Sister Albert; Celeste Trombley, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., Sister Agnes; Janice 
Hruby, St. Paul, Minn., Sister Ruth; 
Patricia Collins, St. Paul, Minn., Sister 
Patrick; and Mary Hering, Brunswick, 
Nebr., Sister Magdalen. 

Two new schools are opened this 
fall Sisters from St. Paul’s Priory, one 
Immaculate Heart Mary parish and 
the other Maternity parish. 

The community suffered its first loss 
death when Sister Lorinda Glaser died 
Holy Thursday, April and its second 
the death Sister Mary Philip Guett- 
leron May 29. Both Sisters were active- 
engaged teaching until shortly be- 
fore death. 


Iowa 


The motherhouse and ‘novitiate are 
now situated the former Trinity Col- 
lege buildings purchased from the Marian- 
ist Fathers Dayton, Ohio. 

The community opening new school 
Spencer, Iowa, September. 

Besides schools the Sisters St. Bene- 
dict’s Convent staff two general hospitals, 
St. Vincent’s Sioux City and St. Bene- 
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dict’s, Sterling, Colo., besides or- 
phanage and maternity hospital Sioux 
City. 


YANKTON, 


The most significant and solemn cere- 
mony ever take place Sacred Heart 
Convent was the consecration the new 
Bishop Marty Memorial Chapel April 
18. The new chapel memorial the 
pioneer apostle among the Sioux Indians 
and first Bishop Dakota territory. 
Bishops, abbots, monsignori, priests, reli- 
gious, and laity were present great 
numbers for the occasion. 

connection with the consecration 
ceremonies, pageant, “Song Crea- 
tion,” written Sister Jeanette, was 
presented Mount Marty College girls 
and Catholic men from Yankton College. 

The Rev. Maur Burbach, O.S.B., pro- 
fessor philosophy Conception Abbey, 
giving religion course, Incarna- 
tione,” the Sisters during the summer 
session. 

Advanced studies were pursued during 
the summer Sisters who attended 
classes Marquette University, St. Louis 
University, Alverno College, Catholic 
University, The American Conservatory, 
Minnesota University, and Northern 
State Teachers College South Dakota. 

Sister Virgil attended six-weeks course 
cancer nursing the New York Uni- 
versity and Memorial Hospital New 
York City during March and 
Sister Virgil was the first nurse from 
South Dakota receive the fellowship 
sponsored this course. 
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Chronicle 


Sister Mary Berchmans Bernadt joined 
the college faculty February assist 
Sister Eva Halasey the chemistry de- 
partment. 

The community and students Mount 
St. Scholastica College and Academy ob- 
served the Forty Hours Devotion Jan. 
20-22. Devotions were begun with 
solemn high Mass celebrated the Rev. 
Francis Broderick, O.S.B., with the Rev. 
Felix Nolte, O.S.B., deacon, and the Very 
Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., subdeacon. 
the solemn high Mass the third day, 
the Very Rev. Mark Merwick, O.S.B., 
prior St. Benedict’s, was celebrant, 
with Father David and Father Francis 
deacon and subdeacon. Students from 
St. Benedict’s College carried the canopy. 

Five candidates entered the novitiate 
January: Virginia Vey, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Holly Cobb, Sara Chagoyan, Joan 
Putthoff, and Dorothy Hoffman, all 
Kansas City, Mo. All are former stu- 
dents the college. 

Sister Florence Feeney, college librari- 
an, attended meeting the Executive 
Council the Catholic Library Associ- 
ation, held Chicago, Jan. 26-29. 

The Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S.B., 
students’ chaplain, conducted retreat 
for the high school students St. John’s 
Abbey, Collegeville, Minn., Jan. 26-28. 

The Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
abbot St. Benedict’s, celebrat- 
Pontifical High Mass the St. Scho- 
lastica Chapel the Feast St. Scholas- 
The Very Rev. David Kinish, 
the Rev. Felix Nolte, O.S.B., the 
Rev. Malachy Sullivan, O.S.B., the Rev. 
Aloysius Kropp, O.S.B., and the Rev. 
Angelus Lingenfelser, O.S.B., assisted 
the sanctuary. The Rev. Harold Wat- 


son, and the Rev. Francis Brode- 
rick, O.S.B., were masters ceremonies, 
with the Rev. Anselm Llewellyn, O.S.B., 
directing the singing. Solemn Vespers 
were sung the St. Scholastica Chapel, 
with members the student body 
assisting. 

The beginning the second semester 
found class Gregorian Chant included 
the regular college curriculum. Sister 
Clarita McGarity, mistress novices, 
conducted the course, which was given 
for credit. 

Sister Alfred Schroll, Sister Jerome 
Keeler, Sister Theophila Tangney, and 
Sister Elizabeth Ann Brazzel attended 
the meeting the North Central Associa- 
tion held Chicago, March 20-24. 

Holy Week services the Mount were 
observed with solemnity. The celebra- 
tions were begun with solemn high Mass 
and procession Palm Sunday. The 
Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S.B., was cele- 
brant, assisted the Very Rev. David 
Kinish, deacon, and the Rev. 
Sebastian Weissenberger, O.S.B., sub- 
deacon. The Rev. Theodore Leuterman, 
O.S.B., the Rev. John Gruber, O.S.B., 
and the Rev. Anselm Llewellyn, O.S.B., 
sang the Passion. 

The Very Rev. ‘David Kinish, O.S.B., 
subprior St. Benedict’s, was celebrant 
the solemn high Mass Holy Thurs- 
day, with the Rev. Sebastian Weissen- 
berger, O.S.B., deacon, and the Rev. 
phonse Berning, O.S.B., subdeacon. The 
Rev. Harold Watson, O.S.B., and Frater 
Regis Hickey, O.S.B., were masters 
cremonies, and Frater Mark O’Neill, 
O.S.B., and Frater Adrian Marmening, 
O.S.B., were servers. 

Solemn high Mass and Pontifical Ves- 
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pers marked the celebration Easter 
Sunday. Father Francis was celebrant, 
Father David, deacon, and Frater Dami- 
an, subdeacon. Frater William Caspers 
was master ceremonies, with Frater 
Jude Burbach and Frater Columban Geer- 
ken servers. Father David officiated 
Vespers the Choir Chapel, assisted 
Father Francis, Father Wilfrid, and 
Frater Damian. 

Sister Augusta Parle, Sister Dolores 
Hoffmans, and Sister Patricia Coakley 
attended the consecration the Mount 
Marty Memorial Chapel Sacred Heart 
Convent, Yankton, S.D., April 18. 

The Spring Symposium the Catholic 
Renascence Society held Chicago, 
April and was attended Sister 
Rosemary Hogan and Sister Teresa Ann 
Doyle the college. 

Sister Jeanette Obrist and Sister Helen 
Sullivan went Pittsburg, Kans., April 
attend the joint meeting the 
Mathematics America, 
Kansas Section, and the Kansas Associa- 
tion Teachers Mathematics held 
Kansas State Teachers College. Sister 
Helen read paper, Philosophic Syn- 
thesis the Sciences,” and served 
member the nominating committee 
the meeting. 

Rev. Mother Vincent Hamilton, Eliza- 
beth, N.J., and Sister Callista, Kingston, 
N.Y., were guests Mount St. Scholasti- 
ca, May Rev. Mother Adelaide 
Rabida, St. Scholastica Convent, Chicago, 
visited here the week May 28. Other 
May visitors were Mother Perpetua and 
Sister Alexia Jonesboro, Ark. 

The Rt. Rev. Raphael Walzer, O.S.B., 
archabbot Beuron, celebrated Mass 
the Choir Chapel May 11. Arch- 
abbot Raphae! was his way Oran, 
Algeria, the interests new Bene- 
dictine foundation there. 

Ascension Thursday, May 18, the 
election was held select community 
delegate the General Chapter the 
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Congregation St. Scholastica, 
convened Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, 
June 20. Sister Alfred Schroll 
was chosen, with Sister Eva Halasey 
alternate. 

Rev. Mother Lucy announced the ap- 
pointment Sister Suitberta 
which she assumed upon her arrival home 
May 25. 

With view the establishment 
independent convent Benedictines 
Mexico City during the coming summer, 
the community voted May re- 
quest the permission the General 
Chapter the Congregation make the 
new foundation. the present time, 
thirteen Sisters the Atchison communi- 
are Mexico City, and following the 
approval the General Chapter, the 
process the erection the new com- 
munity will completed. The latest 
recruits the new foundation, who went 
Mexico early June, were Sister 
Althea Armstrong, Sister Sharon Holt- 
haus, and Sister Mechtild Swearingen. 

The community Mount St. Scholas- 
tica celebrated the feast Corpus Christi, 
June with solemn high Mass and out- 
door procession. 

The Very Rev. Bede Scholz, O.S.B., 
subprior Conception Abbey, Concep- 
tion, Mo., conducted the annual com- 
munity retreat, June 8-14. 

Sixteen postulants entered the novitiate 
June 11, 12, and 13, the largest class 
the annals the community seek 
admission the same time. The young 
women who were received were Patricia 
Liston, Council Bluffs, Margaret 
LaCapra, Atchison; Phyllis Echterling, 
Stanberry, Mo.; Mary Pucka, Atchison; 
Julia Wilkinson, Kansas City, Mo.; Mary 
Lou Peters, Emporia, Kans.; Mildred 
Philipps, Kansas City, Mo.; Theresa 
Felten, Mills, Mex.; Carmen Garcia 
and Frances Duenas, Junta, Colo.; 
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Lutz, Atchison; Mildred Barkley, St. 
Joseph, Mo.; Noreen Hurter, Cranford, 
N.J.; Mary Josephine Schieberl, Kansas 
City, Kans.; and Annette Kocour, Atchi- 
son. 

The opening summer sessions 
various universities and colleges through- 
out the country found number Bene- 
dictine Sisters the Atchison community 
among their enrollees. 

Sister Dunstan Delehant, who received 
her doctor’s degree philosophy from 
the Catholic University America, 
Washington, D.C., June parti- 
cipating philosophy workshop there 
during the summer. Sister Audrey 
Aaron, who has been studying Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md., 
also attending Catholic University during 
the summer. Sister Maureen Sullivan 
enrolled Fordham University for 
graduate work economics. 

St. Louis University are Sister 
Alberta Stack, Sister Patricia Coakley, 
Sister Andrea Rodgers, Sister Brigida 
Sister Juanita Pavlik, Sister 
Faith Schuster, and Sister Elaine Cran- 
ford. Kansas State College, Manhattan, 
claims Sister Constancea Schuetz, Sister 
Celeste Hemmen, Sister Patricia Ann 
Donegan, and Sister Ligouri Sullivan. 
Work speech and dramatics occupies 
Sister Sylvester Coffey and Sister Malachy 
Kennedy Northwestern University. 

Sister Roberta Mellinger, Sister Huber- 
Anderson, and Sister Kieran Curry are 
studying library science Rosary Col- 
lege, Chicago. the Chicago Art In- 
are Sister DePazzi Mispagel, Sister 
Jeanne Marie Blacet, and Sister Egberta 
Buening. Sister Mary Berchmans Ber- 
tadt working chemistry Denver 
University. 

Enrolled Notre Dame University 
Sister Bernita McAtee, Sister Suzanne 
Schmelzle, Sister Mary Jude Meerians, 
Sister Mary David McFarland, Sister 
Pottinger, Sister Rosaria Schaefer, 


Sister Mary Damian Boeding, Sister Le- 
ander Cogan, Sister Francita Marnell, 
and Sister Terrance Minton. 

Sister Romana Farrell and Sister Helen 
Sullivan are studying philosophy Laval 
University, Quebec, Canada. 

The largest representation Benedic- 
tines pursuing graduate studies 
Creighton University, Omaha, Nebr. 
The group includes Sister Fara Hopf, 
Sister Simplicia Buechler, Sister Placida 
Nordhus, Sister Fridoline Penka, Sister 
Julitta Burdick, Sister Mary Cyril Busen- 
barrick, Sister Dolorita Hofer, Sister An- 
nette Bechler, Sister Fabiola Burns, Sister 
Mary Gregory Walsh, Sister Mary Philip 
Zeller, Sister Clarissa Borden, Sister 
Agnes Haganey, Sister Mary Paul Ege, 
Sister Pierre Cavanaugh, Sister Theresita 
Wirth, and Sister Mary Austin Schirmer. 

June Sister Imogene Baker was 
appointed dean studies Mount St. 
Scholastica College, succeed Mother 
Alfred Schroll, who assumes the presi- 
dency the college. Sister Marcella 
Siela was appointed dean women, 
succeed Sister Kathleen Brazzel. 

Among other matters presented the 
General Chapter was special Preface 
honor St. Scholastica, approved and 
authorized for use all convents the 
Congregation the feast St. Scho- 
lastica, during the octave, and votive 
Masses her honor. Composed origin- 
ally Monte Cassino, printed copies 
were lost the ruins the war, but new 
copies were made monks that 

Abbey the request the Archabbot. 
The Preface arranged for both solemn 
and ferial melodies. The approval was 
given the Sacred Congregation 
Rites Aug. 25, 1949. 

Sister Florence Feeney has section 
Libraries” the second volume 
Catholic Library Practice, just publish- 
the University Portland. 

Sister Faith Schuster, who won first 
prize $500 for her entry the Profile 
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Division the National Catholic Press 
Association Writers Contest, also had 
poem published Today for May. Her 
prize-winning sketch, “Lovely Lady,” 
will appear the Catholic Digest. 

The 1950 catalog Mount St. Scho- 
lastica College announces the appoint- 
ment the Rev. Francis Broderick, 
O.S.B. the vice-presidency the col- 
lege. For the past several years, Father 
Francis has served chaplain the 
student body, spiritual adviser the 
sodality, and professor philosophy and 
religion. present, Father Francis 
taking advanced work philosophy 
Catholic University. the new office, 
succeeds the Rev. Bonaventure 
Schwinn, O.S.B., whose duties mem- 
ber the Executive Board the Ameri- 
can Benedictine Academy and editor 
Benedictine Review neces- 
sitate prolonged residence the East. 

More than four hundred sisters are en- 
rolled for the summer school session, 
well number lay students. Repre- 
sentatives from the various communities 
include Sisters Mercy, Webster Groves, 
Mo. and Omaha; Precious Blood, Wichita; 
St. Joseph, Wichita; Dominican, Great 
Bend; Ursuline, Paola; Franciscan, Neva- 
da, Chillicothe, Mo., and Glen Roddle, 
Pa.; Benedictines from Jonesboro, Ark., 
Cullman, Alabama, Covington, La., San 
Antonio, Fla., Fort Smith, Ark., and 
Chicago, IIl. 

During the past year, number Sis- 
ters have received the degree Master 
Science Education from Creighton 
University, Omaha: Sister Irene Trom- 
peter, Sister Joan Apel, Sister Vivina 
Chamberlain, Sister Mary Lawrence 
Leininger, and Sister Richard Pendergast. 
Sister Mary Charles Walsh received her 
M.A. Latin. 

The second book series French 
texts being published this summer 
the Loyola University Press, Chicago, 
Ill., the joint work Miss Elizabeth 
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Peters, member the college faculty, 
and Sister Jerome Keeler, O.S.B. The 
book entitled Pour Lire Parler. 


Reprints four articles the winter 
issue the Benedictine Review have ap- 
peared various other Catholic maga- 
zines. The April issue The Catholic 
Digest carried article Justine Ward, 
“Dom Lion Song,” 
which was originally entitled 
and Centenary.” article was also 
reprinted the Catholic Choirmaster. 
“The Formation the Catholic Artist 
According the Rule St. Benedict” 
Sister Leonarda Longen, O.S.B., was 
also published the Pentecost issue 
the Catholic Art Quarterly. condensa- 
tion Sister Bonaventure Dealy’s ar- 
ticle “Character Training and the 
Virtues” was printed the April issue 
the Family Digest. The Pio Decimo 
Press requested permission issue 
booklet form “St. Martin Tours, Man 
Action and Prayer” the Rev. Luke 
O’Donnell, 


OBITUARY 


Sister Zitta Belter, O.S.B., died Feb. 
Mount St. Scholastica Convent, 
where she had suffered from lingering 
illness for several months. The funeral 
took place Thursday, March 
o’clock. 

Born Ottawa, Canada, Oct. 23, 1875, 
Barbara Belter entered the novitiate 
Mount St. Scholastica Aug. 15, 1893. 
She was professed Feb. 10, 1895, thus 
spending fifty-five years her life 
Benedictine nun. 

During these years devoted service 
Sister Zitta taught many the schools 
staffed the Sisters Mount St. Scho- 
lastica. Among these are the parochial 
schools Atchison, Kansas City, Shaw- 
nee, Baileyville, Mercier, Kans.; Mary- 
ville, St. Joseph, and Brookfield, 
Panama, Iowa; and Steinauer, Nebr. 
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Book Reviews 


God’s Love Songs; Essay the Spiritu- 
ality the Psalms. Dom Rembert Sorg, 
St. Louis, Mo.: Pio Decimo Press, 
1949. Reprinted from Pp. 
24. $0.60. 


Towards Benedictine Theology Manual 
Labor. Dom Rembert Sorg, Lisle, 
Benedictine Orient, St. Procopius Abbey, 
1949. multigraphed. Pp. vi, 36,2. $0.50. 


his essay the psalms Father Rem- 
bert endeavors show first the basic and 
sacramental spirituality the psalms. 
Objectively the psalms refer their deep- 
est sense Christ and His Church while 
subjectively the Holy Ghost makes men 
“conformable the image our Savior, 
producing the ‘spirit Christ’.” 
Father Rembert summarizes the subject 
matter the psalms the words, 
Life, Song,” which explain themselves. 
And finally the author suggests that the 
psalms memorized that they may 
become the possession the user. 


This pamphlet will help the religious 
who has perhaps become somewhat 
mechanical his recitation the Divine 
Office, besides providing the basis 
greater love for the psalms. Undoubted- 
the work the Third Person the 
Holy Trinity, the Sanctifier, too often 
overlooked our religious consciousness. 
Father Rembert probably right his 
idea that should memorize the psalms 
like the monks old, but might 
questioned whether the old monks were 
not required this for the practical 
reason that books were not cheap and 
plentiful. Certainly every novice should 
have copy this thoughtful apprecia- 
tion the songs that will sing daily 
for life-time. 

The essay manual labor more 
lengthy but hardly rests equally solid 
ground. Father Rembert shows the in- 
fluence the Fathers St. Benedict 
with regard manual labor, brings out 
St. Benedict’s references manual labor 
his Rule, and finally treats the in- 
tegration manual labor with the litur- 
Much that Father Rembert says 
the subject cannot quarrelled with. 


But seems expound otherwise the 
shaky thesis that the Benedictine monk 
must manual labor lest become 
secularized and fall into impurity. Ac- 
cording history simply not true 
that monachism became feudal after the 
Concordat Worms (p. 4); was long 
before. And this Concordat applied 
Germany, not Italy. must question 
also whether the Congregation St. 
Maur was definite departure from St. 
Benedict’s idea.” (p. 26). Ordinarily the 
individual abbey belonging the Con- 
gregation St. Maur was quite tradi- 
tional its Benedictinism. only two 
abbeys, located Paris, where all the 
materials for scholarship were centered 
and where scholars from the various 
abbeys gathered, find exceptional 
scholarship. Our Benedictine historians 
have reason complain when history 
distorted effort prove dubious 
thesis. 

One senses this essay all-out 
attack the life and work American 
Benedictines though they must apol- 
ogize for such activities conducting 
schools and colleges. not necessary 
point out that the clear duty 
most American abbeys continue their 
work. Any worthy, honest work can 
Benedictine work. The Gospel ideal 
the Benedictine ideal. The monastery 
the School the Lord’s Service indeed, 
and whatever the work, but means 
end. necessity and natural 
evolution have schools, and Catholic 
education would otherwise impossible 
for thousands. 

The implication mentioned above that 
the integrity the monk who does not 
labor manually must suspect, some- 
what insult hundreds religious 
who have dedicated their lives non- 
manual types work. Certainly every 
Benedictine could name not few his 
monastery who have been successful 
living saintly lives without manual labor. 


Rev. Gilbert Wolters, O.S.B. 
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Benedictine Contributions Church Ar- 
chitecture. John Conant. 
Wimmer 1947. Latrobe, Penn.: 
Archabbey Press, 1949. Pp. xiii, 63. 
$2.25. 


The series conferences recently be- 
gun St. Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, honor Abbot Wim- 
mer, pioneer American monasticism 
and founder the first Abbey the 
United States, could not open more 
properly than with this lecture Pro- 
fessor Kenneth John Conant Harvard 
University. The lecture, published 
beautiful edition the Archabbey Press, 
drawing the attention scholars and 
students, since the first, far the 
reviewer knows; which treats religious 
the viewpoint con- 
tributions Benedictine Order. 

Obviously the reader can not expect 
more than survey such con- 
tributions. the short space 
lecture fact quite impossible 
more than indicate few the salient 
points. What the author apparently 
aspect the history architecture, 
rather than present adequate 
account thereof. The reading very 
interesting and enlightening. The book 
equipped with good bibliography, al- 
though Ralph Adams Cram’s The 
stance Gothic, which has more than 
simple resemblance the lecture our 
author, not listed. 

The illustrations found the second 
part the book are also good, though 
not very happily selected. example 
Romanesque that turning point 
the history church architecture, 
the cathedral Abbeye aux hommes, 
St. Etienne Caen (France) Lan- 
franc Pavia, Abbot Bec and later 
archbishop Canterbury; yet nothing 
said about it, while others less im- 
portant are given prominent place. 

handling the matter certain lack 
perspicacity discerning the import- 
ance the different parts noticed. 
see for instance eight pages intro- 
duction the beginning lecture 
pages subject extensive, while 
the end nothing said the im- 
portance Romanesque relation 
the following period Gothic. Further- 
more, although credit the author for 
giving prominent place Abbot Suger, 
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certainly omission hardly under- 
standable have failed even mention 
Lanfranc Bec and have merely 
alluded William Volpiano, Abbot 
St. Denis, who was the architect not 
only St. Denis Dijon, but also the 
Abbey Church Bernay and 
aria Italy. Abbot Hildebert 
disciple William, has not been men- 
tioned either, yet under his direction the 
famous and original Church Mont- 
Saint-Michel was built. Completely ig- 
nored also are the celebrated monks 
Durandus and Almodus, architects 
Cérisy-la-Forét, the first church the 
North adopt the Lombard transverse 
arches across the nave, which was the 
first step toward the Gothic high vault 
and sexpartite form. 

Notwithstanding these defects almost 
inevitable synthesis such ex- 
tensive range history, warmly 
congratulate the author for this achieve- 
ment and hope will stimulus for 
Benedictine monks study the great 
glories order which has contributed 
called the “molder Catholicism.” 

Rev. Giles Zaramella, O.S.B. 


What Must Do? Sister Mary Paul Reilly, 
Milwaukee: Bruce, 1950. Pp. 96. 


What Must Do? the result 
librarian’s chagrin her failure 
able supply interested girls with 
modern and realistic treatment 
Sister’s life language they could 

Sister Mary Paul has accomplished the 
task she set for herself. Her book 
informative, concise, interesting, 
neither minimizing nor magnifying any 
the sacrifices asked candidates. The 
reader realizes that with God’s grace she 
too, attracted, may become Spouse 
Christ and dynamic cell the Mysti- 
cal Body Christ. For the reader who 
has intention entering the convent 
there offered deeper appreciation 
the aims and ideals the religious life. 

What Must Do? presents story form 
the development religious vocation 
from the initial call through final 
fession. The action centers around 
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small group American girls who are 
postulants together. The progress 
Marilyn, who becomes Sister Mary 
Michael, followed particular. The 
reader understands Sister’s fears ar- 
decision, and enjoys her ex- 
periences the novitiate. After tem- 
porary profession, Sister Mary Michael 
appointed parochial schoolteacher, and 
through the letters which the others write 
her from Mission, the author further 
enabled bring out the work and charac- 
ter the religious life. 

This book fulfills long felt need and 
deserves consideration librarians and 
those who have the guidance youth 
heart. 


Sister Agnes Haganey, 


Catholic Library Practice. Volume II. Edited 
Brother David Portland, 
Oregon: The University Portland Press, 
1950. Pp. viii, 276. $3.75. 


The second volume Catholic Library 
Practice collection fifteen essays 
many writers dealing with variety 
Catholic institutions and others who 
have with books. The latter are 
named the foreword “‘pastors, super- 
schools, members the 
teaching profession and non-Catholic 
educators who desire clearer under- 
standing the Catholic approach 
librarianship.” Among 
treated are the following: Catholic news- 
papers, periodicals, and pamphlets, 
archives, microfilm, book collections for 
pastors and for convents, bibliotherapy, 
Catholic reference tools, book reviewing 
and the illustration children’s books. 
would expected, these and the 
other topics are treated from the view- 
point the Catholic library institu- 
tion. 

The authors the individual essays 
are qualified handle the subjects as- 
signed them. essay prefaced 
short note giving the author’s pro- 
fessional preparation and experience. 

the opinion the reviewer, readers 
The Benedictine Review will especial- 
interested three the essays. 
Convent Sister Florence 
Feeney, O.S.B., sprightly survey 


the subject from past present. 
therapy and the Catholic School Library,” 
Clara Kircher, points the way 
intelligent use book collection. 
former associate Dom Thomas Ver- 
ner Moore, Miss Kircher adapts the 
method the professional psychiatrist 
the librarian. her view, the librarian, 
through judicious choice books, can 
help children with their problems and aid 
their general character’ development. 
For her also, bibliotherapy can used 
the high school and college levels 
counseling technique. Finally, Miss 
Elizabeth Monroe’s Book Re- 
can read with profit those 
who review books well those who 
rely reviews basis for book selec- 
tion. 


not easy pick flaws book 
well written and edited Catholic 
Library Practice. Yet some obvious ones 
occur “Catholic Reference Tools,” 
the Rev. Redmond Burke, C.S.V. 
Brother George Schuster incorrectly 
designated Vincentian the bibli- 
ography appended the article. the 
body the essay, Moral Theology 
ascribed Jones, whereas thename should 
Jone, the bibliography has it. 
Garrigou-Lagrange’s The Three Ages 
the Interior Life listed both under 
“theology” and “liturgy.” Moreover, 
this latter category very weak, indicat- 
ing adherence the part the author 
the obsolete notion that liturgy deals 
exclusively with ceremonies and ex- 
ternals. much better list reference 
books the same subject provided 
Father Kortendick his article 
Pastor’s Library.” should noted, 
however, that both authors fail include 
the most authoritative and basic (as well 
one the most recent) 
tools” the liturgy the encyclical 
Mediator Dei Pope Pius XII. 


Besides intelligent discussion prob- 
lems encountered the Catholic librari- 
an, Catholic Library Practice provides 
good reading lists. the articles 
have bibliographies, some them both 
the text and appended lists; and for 
the most part they contain recent works. 


Pragmatic approach, the studies 
record actual practices Catholic circles; 
they not seek explore new pos- 
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a 


sibilities. Yet for many readers the 
volume, they will suggest new approaches 
and will indicate solutions many 
problems. 

Rev. Mark Foley, 


Live With Our Eyes Open. Dom Hubert 
Van Zeller. London and New York: Sheed, 
1949. Pp. 172. 7s6d. 


Moments Light. Dom Hubert Van Zel- 
ler. London: Burns; Springfield Temple- 
gate, 1949. Pp. xi, 183. 7s6d; $2.50. 


Famine the Spirit. Dom Hubert Van 
Zeller. London: Burns; Springfield, 
Templegate, 1949. Pp. viii, 171. $2.50. 


Old Testament Stories. Dom Hubert Van 


Zeller. London: Burns; Westminster, Md.: 
Newman, 1949. 6s6d. $2.50. 


article the February 1950 issue 
The Catholic Library World, Dom Ber- 
nard Theall St. Anselm’s Priory wrote: 

the field spiritual reading, much 
any other, perhaps useful advice that 
new book comes out, the thing 
simplification, course, since have today 
such fine authors current materials Father 
Vann, Father Valentine, Dom Hubert Van Zel- 
ler, Monsignor Sheen, and the like.... 

Dom Hubert Van Zeller Downside 
Abbey has recently had published four 
books which certainly merit him the place 
and praise accorded him Dom Bernard. 
One these books Die Standing 
was reviewed these columns one 
year ago; the other three are these: 
Live With Our Eyes Open, Moments 
Light, and Famine the Spirit. One might 
say that the first two are companion 
books, are also the last two. 

All four books are epigrammatic, in- 
spiring, often delightful, never dull. 
fact, they are much these things 
that one tempted quote else 
copy for future use one-half the text. 
All four volumes, but especially the first 
two, would appeal militant Catholics 
both outside and inside the cloister, and 
read those not inclined too 
militant would encourage them be- 
come more so. 

Some the topics considered 
Live With Our Eyes Open are Creatures, 
Jealousy, Leadership, i.e. Guidance, Bit- 
terness, Sex, Interior Prayer, Love 
General, Married Love, Schoolmasters, 
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The Mass, The Challenge (Restraint), 
Mysticism and Asceticism, Sensitiveness, 
The Ends Chapters (on how 
linquish leadership and retire grace- 
fully,) Our Lady’s Sorrows (we are too 
weak bear the remembrance our 
sorrows, God takes them away from 
us, but Our Lady was strong and was 
thus able profit “keeping all these 
her heart”). 

reading Father Van Zeller’s personal, 
friendly, and understanding books one 
reminded Father Martindale’s sketch- 
for What Are Saints? These were 
originally given over the radio, and were 
printed result popular demand 
and with the added request that they 
published they were given over 
the radio, without changing word.” 

Dom Hubert modestly refers his 
Moments Light the Spirit- 
ual Life,” and Famine the Spirit 
“Fragmentary Comments the Interior 
Life.” Both these books treat the 
illuminative way stage. They are out 
the ordinary their make-up, consist- 
ing detached paragraphs, each which 
agraph Moments Light has its sepa- 
rate title. The treatments are longer 
Famine the Spirit, one title usually 
covering several paragraphs. 
these books but especially the latter, 
the author employs allegories, illustra- 
tions and mystical dialogues lighten 
the text. These are indeed very helpful. 
The allegory “Body and Mind,” for 
example, drives home much needed 
lesson the relative merits mortifica- 
tion the one and the other. 


Dom Hubert maintains that due 
laziness and not humility that per- 
sons who aspire perfection not read 
the spiritual classics, that is, the works 
St. John the Cross, St. Teresa, and 
others. has decided interest and 
respect for the Flemish mystic Blessed 
John Ruysbroeck (about whom has 
written separate pamphlet). con- 
cludes that souls were read the 
classics would need for books 
like the present one.” 

Many times one other idea that 
Dom Hubert has touched upon 
earlier book developed perhaps treat- 
from somewhat different aspect 
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later one. Examples are: The Hundred- 
fold, Detachment, Mortification, and the 
“most fundamental human emotions” 
—Love. This tendency return the 
same subjects all the good. 


One thing which perhaps even 
more clearly than the author aware, 
the personality the great Dominican, 
Father Bede Jarrett. Live With Our 
Eyes Open contains magnificent eulogy 
him comprising entire chapter. 
Although Father Bede was twenty-four 
years Dom Hubert’s senior, the two men 
seem have enjoyed perfect friend- 
ship. Dom acknowledges his 
debt Father Bede for many the 
ideas and counsels has elaborated 
these books. Father Bede died 1934, 
but great was his influence Dom 
Hubert that sense his spirit every- 
where. 

One feels that much the material 
Famine the Spirit (in particular) 
autobiographical. For with individu- 
ality that humble attributes many 
instructive and edifying incidents 
certain priest’, but the little disguise 
seems easily Dom Hu- 
bert’s several books, this the one for 
the sobered and disillusioned, the souls 
made wiser suffering. 

The following are some quotations from 
the three books reviewed: 

leadership, Live With Our 
Eyes Open: 

exercise appeal not all the same 
allure;... Appeal here more than 
the sheen generosity; allure is, best, care- 
fully directed glamour. 

bitterness, 


Bitterness the extension bad mood; 
jabs continuously other people, and all the 
time blade goes deeper and deeper into 
oneself. 


Anent playing the reformer, 


People who are pounced upon with dispro- 
portionate energy are inclined laugh those 
who are correcting them, and will minimize 
the faults that have been singled out for cor- 


connection with the kind solitude 
necessary for true interior prayer, 
Moments Light: 

felt the shoulder light. 

detachment, 

Christian sacrifice the glad giving 
what prized because call which prized 
more. letting God take. not 


even the giving this that: just giving. 
the sense humour, Famine 
the Spirit: 
The same abbot mentioned above [Abbot 


once heard retreat-giver announce 
that the first the senses mortified was 


the sense humour. ‘That man,’ said the 
abbot, ‘is talking nonsense. The sense humour 
traded with like every other talent. 
given for the sake other people 
much for ourselves, and would very 
wrong waste it. Besides, without this com- 
pensating gift the miseries life would in- 


le.’ 
the abbot’s opinion might added that 
one reason why the sense humour not the 
first which should mortified because 
not sense....As taste, rather than 
sense, may call for certain discipline and 
education, but surely cannot require the con- 
stant supervision that has imposed upon 
the senses. 

Ibid., fluctuations temperature 
the spiritual life, holds mystical 
dialogue which God says: 


When the balance between turmoil and rest 
achieved this life, then will time enough 
start thinking about the undisturbed vision 
the next. The malady may indeed 
incurable, but never unendurable. see 
that.’ 

Concerning all the above books, here 
small point that one wonders about: 
British grammarians consider “try 

Old Testament Stories volume the 
series “Scripture Textbooks for Cath- 
olic Schools.” The author succeeds 
his purpose, which make possible 
follow the Bible “as history, and 
not series disjoined stories.” 
has also succeeded making his Bible 
history very interesting. While this book 
something come-down from Father 
Van Zeller’s usual dignified style, the 
adult reader must take into account the 
author’s purposes, and the difficulties 
which confront the religion teacher and 
for that matter every teacher today 
competing with the talkies, the radio, 
the comics, and television. 

Sister Fane Frances McAtee, 


Reproachfully Yours. Lucile Hasley. Fore- 
word Caryll Houselander. New York: 
Sheed, 1949. Pp. 128. $2.25. 


“If you want become canonized 
says Father Vann, “you must first 
become notoriously happy person.” 
Caryll Houselander, who wrote the fore- 
word Reproachfully Yours, asserts that 
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Mrs. Hasley’s happy laughter the holy 
kind that the saints all ages have in- 
dulged offset the din noisy, 
restless, peace-less world. 

Certainly laughter one the prod- 
ucts these entertaining essays. But 
process exploration into apologetics. 
Her excursions bring light incidents 
that can happen have happened any 
us. And she knows how laugh 
herself the midst her floundering. 
new convert she asks herself return- 
ing from the altar rail, “What fail 
find, not only the right pew, but pew 
welcome back again? Maybe 
just have keep right marching down 
the aisle and out into Taylor Street 
(If so, will someone follow with 
lighted candle?)” 

Her probing into the convert mentality 
finds the above incident multiplied and 
unrelieved any compassion from those 
reared the faith. Her reproaches give 
the title the book. 

The author also takes look into the 
Lay Apostolate and the existing Catholic 
Action organizations and says, “Here 
’round the mulberry Mrs. Has- 
ley can imagine Peter exclaiming 
Tabor, “It good, Lord, here. Let 
start three more Catholic magazines 
The psychology nuns dealt 
with “The Mona Lisas,” the categories 
shepherds Like and the 
value spiritual reading “Grandma 
Called Sloth.” 

Mrs. Hasley has the capacity lead 
her reader vantage point far enough 
away from the subject that both may see 
and like and laugh its eccentricities. 
Her enthusiasm, her discernment, her 
optimism and humor make her fun 
with, and make Reproachfully Yours 
required reading for all. 


The Mass; Historical Commentary. Dom 
Bede Lebbe, Monk Glenstal. 
Dublin: Browne and Nolan, 1949. Pp. lii, 
168. $2.50. 

Dom Lebbe’s book, The Mass, divid- 
into three distinct parts. The intro- 
duction comprises exposition the 
meaning, necessity and purpose the 
liturgy. After explaining the term 
gy, derived from the Greek language and 
meaning public service, distinguishes 
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between the ceremonies directed primari- 
the praise God and those affect- 
ing the salvation souls. 

The body the book deals with the 
Mass and follows, from the 
through the Last Gospel, the familiar 
divisions the Daily 
tions are made according the various 
rites, especially between the Roman and 
theGreek. Finally, appendix about 
forty pages contains explanatory notes 
such topics liturgical books, the altar 
with its accessories, and shortened life 
sktches the saints mentioned the 
Canon the Mass. 

The author explains lucidly the simil- 
arities and contrasts between the Low 
and the High Mass. points out the 
prayers that crept private devotions 
but remained part the liturgy. 
clarifies some seemingly unintelligible 
ceremonies; for instance, the veiling and 
holding the paten the sub-deacon 
during the solemn Mass. His discussion 
the praedicatio preaching the 
Canon the concentrated compendium 
all God’s gifts and promises quite 
clearly portrays the holy joy and exalted 
emotion experienced the enlightened 
faithful. weaves the doctrine the 
Mystical Body, with that the Eucharist 
Thanksgiving, into the whole treatise. 

thorough knowledge the Mass 
contained the Daily Missal pre- 
requisite the study this book, which 
may recommended highly all per- 
sons desiring deepen their knowledge 
and devotion. Dom Lebbe has provided 
teaehers religion with invaluable 
aid instructing all levels those stu- 
dents who can follow the Missal. 

Sister Eva Halasey, 


100 Years. The History the Church the 
Holy Name (Chicago). Edited Rev. 
mett Regan. Chicago: The Cathedral 
the Holy Name, 1949. cloth. unpaged. $5.00. 
November, 1949, Chicago’s Holy 

Name Parish enjoyed the double celebra- 

tion its centennial year parish and 

also the diamond jubilee year 

Cathedral Parish Chicago. Years 

commemorative issue published 

connection with this festal occasion and 
furnishes complete insight into the 
foundation and growth and present status 
this section the Lord’s vineyard. 
faithfully depicts the years labor 
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and self-sacrifice that were necessary 
bring about the phenomenal growth 
Catholicism this Queen City our 
land. From humble beginnings, the 
Holy Name Cathedral has come serve 
the metropolitan church one the 
greatest provinces the Catholic world, 
serving several million Catholics. Such 
growth surely due the great faith 
the founders, well the faith 
the people. 

Years certainly brings out the im- 
portance the Holy Name Parish, not 
only its beginnings, but also the 

resent day. Intended special 
interest the people Chicagoland, 
this work should also prove attrac- 
tive, least some extent, all 
American Catholics. could well serve 
model imitation for similar event- 
ful occasions other parish histories. 

There are presented the first place, 
the many congratulatory statements 
the dignitaries both Church and State. 
This followed close retrospective 
study the early foundations the 
Holy Name Parish well the city 
Chicago. Chicago’s only claims for 
consideration settlement, the days 
the dauntless Marquette and the ad- 
venturous Jolliet, were few rough-hewed 
log cabins. Frequent references are made 
throughout the work the approximate 
locations these early dwellings, com- 
pared with outstanding buildings the 
city the present day. 

Catholicism Chicago more directly 
owes its firm foundations and structure 
the outstanding efforts such great men 
Bishops Carroll, Flaget, Bruté, and 
other pioneering prelates, who all helped 


set the pattern for future greatness. The 
early days were times trial and un- 
certainty, yet, despite numerous reversals 
and disappointments every character, 
Catholicism continued grow rapidly. 

The first bishopric the West was 
established the small settlement 
Bardstown, Kentucky. Soon became 
apparent that the future Chicago site 
would become the key city the im- 
mense northwest regions. was located 
“Portage,” the overland passage for 
the traders and trappers between the 
Chicago and the Des Plaines Rivers, 
thus connecting the Great Lakes with 
“the Father Waters,” the Mississippi 
River. 

this point Years touches only 
the main points the history the 
period. Gradually now unfolds, be- 
coming more detailed, the reader’s 
attention focused upon the Cathedral 
Parish Chicago. Remaining chapters 
give well-rounded treatment Chica- 
go’s Catholic development its schools, 
seminaries, the building the new 
Cathedral, the Eucharistic Congress. 

the closing pages are presented brief 
notes together with pictures the past 
and present priests the parish. 

The skillful editing exhibited through- 
out the volume especially commended. 
Properly balancing the text are numerous 
graphic reproductions, such full-color 
prints, photographs, also artistic sketches. 
These all add considerably the reader’s 
interest. The entire work displays much 
painstaking effort with small amount 
much-needed research. 


Rev. Florian Demmer, 


“The reviewer should constantly refine and sharpen his judgment: weigh, compare, 
balance; define, restate, and test his conclusions, and the same time stay close 
the realities daily life. soon the reviewer tries make cult his work 
invents esoteric vocabulary for his pronouncements, loses touch with the very 


thing trying describe.” 


Elizabeth Monroe, Book Reviewing,” 


Catholic Library Practice 
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Benedictina Books and Periodicals 


New 


Some new books addition those 
reviewed are Must Communism? 
Father Augustine Osgniach St. 
Martin’s Abbey, Olympia, Washington 
(Wagner); Thomas Merton’s What Are 
These Wounds?, the life and visions 
St. Lutgarde, thirteenth-century Cister- 
cian mystic (Bruce); Father Paul Hei- 
nish’s Theology the Old Testament, 
translated the Reverend William 
Heidt St. John’s Seminary, College- 
ville, Minnesota. This last work avail- 
able from The Liturgical Press, also 
Angelology the Old Testament, Father 
Heidt. The publisher states that Father 
Heinisch’s book “the first compre- 
hensive treatment pre-Christian revela- 
tion appear English.” 

When the People Sang (McLaughlin and 
Reilly) pamphlet thirty-two pages 
Marie Pierik, author The Spirit 
Gregorian Chant and The Song the 
Church. After short introductory essay 
five pages Gregorian Chant, the re- 
mainder the pamphlet traces the histo- 
the singing, first, the Proper 
the Mass, and secondly, the Ordinary 
the Mass. 


AND New 


Books reissued include the following: 
Adrian Fortescue’s The Mass (Long- 
mans); Abbot Cabrol’s Liturgical Prayer 
and Dom Roulin’s Vestments and Vesture 
(Newman); Abbot Marmion’s Union with 
God and Dom Thibaut’s Columba 
Marmion (Herder); Bishop Richard 
Bury’s the Love Books 
(Univ. Calif. Press); Father Augustine 
Baker’s Holy Wisdom (Harper). 
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The second edition Dom Philibert 
Benoit available Les Editions 
Maredsous. St. Bernard the Love 
God has been newly translated Reli- 
gious (London: Mowbray; 
New York: Morehouse-Gorham). 
Anglican translator shows herself 
thoroughly familiar with the literature 
her subject. The publishers state this 
the only English edition present 
obtainable. 


BENEDICTINES 


The Spirituality St. Thérese 
L’Abbé André Combes (Kenedy), there 
passage some length concerning 
the influence certain Benedictine lay 
sister the Little Flower’s early prayer 
life (pp. 93-99). 

From the introduction Erasmus, 
Tyndale and More Campbell, 
Assistant Headmaster Downside 
School, learn that the inspiration 
write the book came from 
preached Downside Abbot Gasquet 
honor the newly beatified Benedic- 
tine Abbots Colchester, Glastonbury, 
and Reading (pp. 13-14). 

Booxs MIcROFILM 

Sister Mildred Knoebber’s Se/f-Revela- 
tion the Adolescent Girl (Bruce), for 
some time out print, available 
from University Microfilms, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Some Catholic University America 
Doctoral Dissertations are now being 
issued microfilm for the original edi- 
tion, e.g., The Role Quality the Phi- 
losophy St. Thomas Aquinas, Sistet 
Dunstan Delehant, O.S.B. 
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ARTICLES 


Books Trial for February 1950, 
Roger Capel writes “Letter from Eng- 
land” which The Downside Review 
comes for high praise. names The 
Dublin Review, The Downside Review, 
Month, and Blackfriars the four major 
Catholic reviews England, and says 
specifically the second: 

The Downside Review describes 
itself review ‘“Theology, metaphysics and 
monastic the last few years has 
jumped ahead, and longer appears domes- 
tic organ for the Downside community but 
perhaps one our leading theological reviews 
and treated with respect among the learned 
both Catholic and non-Catholic; has estab- 
lished reputation for its forthright book notices. 

“At Your Service,” Sister Claudia 
Carlen’s page The Catholic Library 


carries the following paragraph 


the February 1950 issue: 


good many people seem have missed the 
excellent commemorative issue vie spiritu- 
elle (janvier published the twenty-fifth 
anniversary the death Dom Marmion. 
includes, among others, studies Dom 
Beauduin, Dom Rousseau, Fathers Boularand, 
and Philipon, O.P., well the hitherto 
unpublished text Christ ideal 

The same issue The Catholic Library 
World has good article Dom Bernard 
Theall St. Anselm’s Priory “Cath- 
Book Week 1950.” Also this 
number the magazine, 
Voices” Clarence Forbes discusses 
Hrotsvitha one four “voices.” 
Dom Bernard refers his article one 
Dom Alban Baer Potsmouth Priory. 
This “On Reading,” and appeared 
The Commonweal for October 21, 1949. 

There are five items Benedictine in- 
terest and Comments” The 
Catholic Historical Review for October 
1949. One concerns the resumed publi- 
cation the Bavarian Benedictine Acad- 
emy Studien, and another the transcrip- 
tion and publication eighteenth- 
century book the goods and preroga- 


tives the Benedictine monastery 
Olinda, Pernambuco. “It hardly neces- 
sary point out,” concludes the note, 
“the great importance this source for 
the secular and religious history Brazil 
during the Portuguese period.” 

Blackfriars for April-May 1950 prints 
speech Abbot Christopher Butler 
Downside Unity the Church.” 
The speech had been delivered during the 
Church Unity Octave January. 

Lowrie Daly, S.J., who has just been 
appointed editor The Historical Bulletin, 
the author Chronicle Jocelin 
for Teachers” the May 1950 issue 
the Bulletin. Father Daly believes that 
“The use materials such these will 
not only stimulate lively discussions but 
will wean the students from the idea that 
monks were either medieval fairies 
lovelorn dyspeptics.” 


the Catholic Educator for June 1950, 
there article Sister Ethelburg 
Leuschen, O.S.B., nutrition expert, 
Bread Indeed! thesis that when 
the whole man properly nourished, 
can better serve his God love, prayer, 
and sacrifice. 


The January 1950 issue The 
missionary magazine the Society the 
Holy Child Jesus, contains several pieces 
Benedictine interest. One that en- 
tirely Benedictine The Mission the 
Benedictine Order Today, the Very 
Reverend Alban Boultwood, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, Washington, D.C. 
cannot resist quoting the first para- 
graph: 


There was old monk our monastery 
the Highlands Scotland who once ruminated 
thus: “You know that parable about 
the Kingdom Heaven being like the mustard 
seed, ‘that being the least all seeds grew into 
mighty tree, that the birds the air came 
and nested therein’ I’ve often thought that 
our Benedictine Order like that began 
little seed, and grew into mighty tree and 
some mighty queer birds came and roosted 
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